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Mr. Chairman

To begin with Sweden fully aligns itself with the statement made by the Czech
ambassador on behalf of the EU.

Sweden welcomes the adoption of the UNSCR 1860 and calls for its full and immediate
implementation.

We strongly support the ongoing regional and international efforts to find a rapid solution
to the crisis in accordance with 1860, including those of the Secretary General.

In this context we would also like to stress the need to reactivate the peace process and
encourage inter-Palestinian reconciliation.

Sweden expresses its grave concern of the deepening humanitarian crisis.

The civilian population is subjected to untold suffering.

We are particularly concerned about the situation of the children, who constitute almost
60 percent of the population in Gaza.

Sweden condemns the Israeli attack on the UNRWA headquarter building in Gaza
yesterday. It is unacceptable that UNRWA, the major UN actor in Gaza at the moment, is
attacked. International humanitarian law clearly states that humanitarian and medical
personnel must be protected at all times. As a result of the attack, UNRWA’s ability to
operate, including distributing well-needed food, medicines and fuel, has been severely
affected.

Sweden strongly emphasizes that all civilians as well as wounded and sick, medical
personnel and medical buildings must be protected in accordance with international
humanitarian law.

Sweden urges all parties to the conflict to comply with international humanitarian law.

Thank you.



