








documentation can be achieved. We encourage both landlocked developing countries and transit
developing countries to effectively implement the provisions of those conventions and agreements.

TRANSIT TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE

10. Adcknowledge that, in spite of some improvement in transit transport infrastructure
development in landlocked developing countries, inadequate and deteriorating physical
infrastructure in rail transport, road transport, ports, inland waterways, pipelines, air transport and
information and communications technology in many landlocked developing countries, along with
few harmonized rules and procedures, little cross-border investment and private-sector
participation, are the major obstacles to developing viable and predictable transit transport systems.
Physical links of landlocked developing countries to the regional transport infrastructure network
fall well short of expectations. Missing links are a major problem and need to be addressed
urgently.

11. Recognize that the construction of transit transport infrastructure, especially the missing
links to complete regional networks, and the improvement and maintenance of existing facilities
play a key role in the process to achieve the internationally agreed goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals.

12, Encourage landlocked and transit developing countries to allocate a greater share of public
investment to the development and maintenance of infrastructure supported by, as appropriate,
financial assistance and investment from donors, internatiopal financial institutions and
development assistance agencies. We note that private sector participation should also be
encouraged in this regard.

13. Emphasize that the development and improvement of transit transport facilities and services
should be integrated into the overall development strategies of the landlocked and tramsit
developing countries and that dopor countries should consequently take into account the
requirements for the long-term restructuring of the economies of the landlocked developing
countries.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND TRADE FACILITATION

14, Note that some progress has been achieved by landlocked developing countries in the area
of international trade though limited and uneven.

15. Express concern that the share of world merchandise trade of landlocked developing
countries has remained small. Most landlocked developing countries are still dependent on the
export of a limited number of commodities. Their continued marginalization from the international
trading system prevents them from fully using trade as an instrument for achieving the Millennium
Development Goals, <

16. Note with concern that approximately one third of all landlocked developing countries is
still outside the rules-based multilateral trading system. Therefore we stress that the accession of
landlocked and transit developing countries to the World Trade Organization should be further
accelerated. In this respect, the accession process for landlocked and transit developing countries
should take into account their individual level of development, including special needs and



problems caused by the geographical disadvantage. The development partners should provide
assistance in this matter,

17. Recognize that one of the main causes of the marginalization of landlocked developing
countries from the international trading system is high trade transaction costs. Therefore we stress
the need for the current pegotiations on market access for agricultural and non-agricultural goods
to consider giving particular attention to products of special interest to landlocked developing
countries.

18. Reaffirm that in accordance with the commitments contained in the Doha Ministerial
Declaration, in particular paragraphs 13 and 16, and the rules of the World Trade Organization,
current trade negotiations should give full attention to the needs and interests of developing
countries, including landlocked and transit developing countries.

19. Nore that on-going WTO negotiations on trade facilitation, particularly on GATT article V
on Freedom of Transit, Article VIII on fees and formalities, and Article X on transparency as per
the modalities contained in Annex D of the decision of the General Council of the WTO of 1
August 2004 are particulatly important for landlocked developing countries to gain a more
efficient flow of goods and services as well as the improved international competitiveness that
result from lower transaction cost. In this context, technical assistance should be provided to
developing countries, more in particular to landlocked developing countries.

20. Recognize some progress reached on border crossings coordination, infrastructure
investment, facilities for the storing of merchandise, normative frameworks and other facilities that
benefit both landlocked and transit developing countries.

21. Acknowledge however that a large number of bottlenecks related to trade facilitation persist
in many landlocked and transit developing countries. These bottlenecks need to be urgently
addressed. They include excessive number of documents required for export/import; multiplication
of scheduled and unscheduled roadblocks; lack of adjacent border controls; unnecessary customs
convoy; complicated and non-standardized procedures for customs clearance and inspections;
insufficient application of information and communications technology; non-transparency of trade
and customs laws, regulations and procedures, lack of institutional capacities and trained human
resources; underdeveloped logistics services, lack of interoperability of transport systems and
absence of competition in the fransit transport services sector; slow progress in establishing or
strengthening national trade and transport facilitation committees; low level of adherence to
international conventions on transit transport.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT MEASURES

22. Acknowledge the increase in development assistance and debt relief measures in favour of
landlocked developing countries. However, we nofe that much of the official development
assistance goes to emergency and food aid. The allocation of development assistance 1o transport,
storage and communications has not changed over the past five years, whereas the need for
increased financial support for the construction and maintenance of infrastructure remains valid
and urgent. In spite of Enhanced HIPC and MDRI initiatives, which provided debt relief to several
landlocked and transit developing countries, the debt burden remains high for many of these
countries.



23. Stress the need to aftract private investment, including Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).
Private sector partjcipation through co-financing can play a catalytic role in this regard. We recall
that notwithstanding the increase of FDI flows, private sector involvement in infrastructure
development still has a considerable potential.

24. Acknowledge also the increased attention and resources devoted to the challenges facing
landlocked and transit developing countries by UN System and international organizations. We
recognize with appreciation the progress made toward developing effective monitoring
mechanisms to measure the progress in implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action. We
appreciate the work undertaken by the UN Office of the High Representative for the Least
Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States (UN-
OHRLLS) on a set of macroeconomic, trade and transport indicators, UNESCAP on the time/cost
methodology and the World Bank with its Logistics Performance Index and the Doing Business
indicators that provide quantifiable data to measure the progress and emphasize that these efforts
should be further pursued.

FUTURE ACTIONS T0 ACCELERATE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ALMATY PROGRAMME OF
ACTION

25. Call upon landlocked and transit developing countries to undertake the following measures
to speed up the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action:

(2) Promote lesson leaming from existing regional infrastructure initiatives that aim to
encourage integrated cross-border infrastructure investment;

(b) Further strengthen the legal framework governing transit transport operations including
through full and effective implementation of bilateral, subregional and regional
apgreements;

(¢) Promuote inter-railway co-operation with a view o facilitating operation of through trains;

(d) facilitate road transit operations by harmonizing road transit charges, vehicle dimensions,
axle load limits and gross vehicle mass, third party motor insurance schemes, contracts of
carriage of goods by road;

(e) effectively implement the trade facilitation measures includin g implementation of regional
customs transit schemes, reduction/minimization of the number of trade and transport
documents, harmonized working hours at national borders, publication of transit formalities
and fees and charges, inter-agency coordination of border controls services, establishment
of port communities and promotion of their effective operation;

(f) consider the possibility of negotiating and granting duty free zones at maritime ports,
where this has not been done; :

(8) make efforts towards elimination of the practice of customs convoys. For this purpose,
negotiate mutually beneficial arrangements to introduce a system of approved secure
vehicles for transit operations; where escort is warranted, arrange daily customs escorts;

(b) take appropriate and effective measures to monitor control agents on the road transport
corridors in order to reduce road blocks. In this context, the UN Regional Commissions
should assist transit developing countries in addressing the issue of diversion of transit
goods to domestic markets;



(i) improve border infrastructure facilities and introduce one-window and one stop-border
system alongside with necessary capacity building programs;

() make full use of available information and communication technology to enhance trade
facilitation and facilitate information sharing between and among transport and trade
stakeholders;

(k) widen and deepen the public and private sector cooperation and collaboration and, in this
context, expand platforms for public-private sector dialogue, such as trade and transport
facilitation committees or corridor management committees;

(I) mobilize adequate investment from all sources, including private sector investment, for the
development and maintenance of transport networks, as well as the construction of missing
links;

(m)where appropriate, use mutually beneficial public-private partnerships for securing
additional financial resources and modem technological and management systems;

(n) keep abreast of changing technologies and management systems which impact on trade and
transport. In this context, container capacity expansion is urgent in many maritime ports;

(o) consider designating a focal point responsible for the implementation of the Almaty
Programme of Action and its coordination at the national level.

26. Welcome the proposal to set up in Ulaanbaatar an international think-tank to enhance the
analytical capability of landlocked developing countries needed for maximizing the efficiency of
our coordinated efforts for the effective implementation of the internationally agreed provisions,
particularly the Almaty Program of Action and the Millennium Development Goals. For this
purpose, we urge the international organizations and donor countries to assist them in materializing
this initiative.

27. Call upon donors and the multilateral, regional, financial and development institutions to
provide landlocked and transit developing countries with appropriate, substantial and better
coordinated technical and financial assistance particularly in the form of grants or concessionary
loans for the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action in particular for the construction,
maintenance and improvement of their transport, storage and other transit-related facilities,
including alternative routes and improved communications, to promote sub-regional, regional and
interregional projects and programmes.

28. Call upon also the development partners to effectively operationalize the Aid for Trade
initiative so as to support trade facilitation measures and trade-related technical assistance, as well
as the diversification of the export products through SMEs development and private sector
involvement in landlocked developing countries.

29. Encourage the international community to ephance efforts to facilitate access to, and
encourage transfer of; technologies related to transit transport systems, including information and
communication technology. :

30. Further strengthen South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation with the
involvement of donors, as well as cooperation among sub-regional and regional organizations in
support of landlocked and transit developing countries towards the full and effective
implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action.



31

Call upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations system the regional

commissions, the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, and invite other international organizations, including the World Bank,
the regional development banks, the World Customs Organization, the World Trade Organization,
regional economic integration organizations, and other relevant regional and subregional
organizations, to further integrate the Almaty Programme of Action into their relevant programmes
of work, taking into account the midterm review, and encourage them to continue, as appropriate,
within their respective mandates, their support to the landlocked and transit developing countries,
inter alia, through well-coordinated and coherent technical assistance progrzmmes in transit
transport and trade facilitation. In particular, we:

(2)

encourage the UN-OHRLLS to continue to ensure coordinated follow up and effective
monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action, in
line with General Assembly resolution 57/270 B., to step up its advocacy efforts to raise
international awareness of the Programme as well as mobilize resources; and to further
develop cooperation with the UN System organizations in order to ensure the timely and
effective implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action;

(b) encourage the UN regional commissions to continue to strengthen their efforts to work

(©)

with landlocked and transit developing countries to develop integrated regional transit
transport systems, harmonize regulatory requirements and procedures for import/export and
transit with intermational conventions and standards, promote intermodal transport corridors,
encourage access to and more effective implementation of international conventions on
transit transport, assist in the establishment of national trade and transport facilitation
coordination mechanisms and in improving the planning and development of the missing
links in regional infrastructure networks, especially in Africa; '

encourage the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to continue to
strengthen its technical assistance in the areas of infrastructure and services, transit
fransport arrangements, electronic commerce; trade facilitation as well WTO trade
negotiations and accession. The Division for Africa, Least Developed Countries and
Special Programmes should, within its mandate, strengthen its analytical work and
technical assistance to the landlocked developing countries. UNCTAD should also develop
pragmatic tools and investment guides, as well as jdentify best practices, to assist the
landlocked developing countries in their efforts to attract a larger share of FDI flows;

(d) encourage the United Nations Development Programme to ephance its provision of trade-

(e)

®

related technical assistance and capacity building programs to landlocked developing
countries;

invite the World Trade Organization to continue to provide technical assistance o’
landlocked developing countries to enhance their negotiating capabilities;

invite the World Bank to continue to give priority to requests for technical assistance to
supplement national and regional efforts to promote the efficient use of existing transit
facilities, including the application of information technologies and the simplification of
procedures and documents,

(g) invite the World Customs Organization and other relevant international and regional

organizations to continue to strengthen its provision of technical assistance aad capacity



building programs to landlocked and transit developing countries in the area of customs
reform, simplification and harmonization of procedures, enforcement and compliance.

32. Invite the General Assembly to consider, at the appropriate time, undertaking the final
review of the implementation of the Almaty Programme of Action in accordance with paragraph
49 of the Almaty Programme of Action. '





