Oi‘ganizaﬁonal arrangements for the high-level plenary meetings devoted to the

midterm review of the Almaty Programme of Action
New York, 2 and 3 October 2008

Information Note

Introduction

1.

The General Assembly, in its resolution 62/204, inter alia, decided to hold two
days of high-level plenary meetings devoted to the midterm review of the Almaty
Programme of Action during its sixty-third session in New York, on 2 and 3
October 2008, to be chaired by the President of the Assembly. This note outlines
proposed arrangements for the high-level plenary meetings.

Participation

2. Participation in the high-level plenary meetings is expected at the ministerial or

highest possible level.

Programme of the high-level plenary meetings devoted to the midterm review of
the Almaty Programme of Action

3

The high-level plenary meeting on the midterm review of the Almaty Programme
of Action will comprise plenary meetings and a high-level panel.

The opening of the high-level plenary meeting shall be addressed by the President
of the General Assembly and the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In
addition, the President of the General Assembly intends to invite two or three
Heads of State or Government to address the opening session.

Member States are encouraged to limit their interventions during the plenary
meetings to not more than seven minutes. A formal list of speakers will be opened
with the General Assembly Branch.

The outcome document of the high-level midterm review of the Almaty
Programme of Action will be adopted at the closing of the high level plenary
meeting.

High-level Panel

7. A high-level panel on the “Role of International Support in establishing efficient

transit transport systems to expand trade opportunities for landlocked developing
countries”, will be held on 2 October 2008 in the Trusteeship Council Chamber
immediately following the opening of the high-level plenary meeting. The panel
will be moderated by The High Representative for the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.

Presentations will be made by the Heads of relevant UN Agencies, financial and
development institutions, such as UNCTAD, UNDP and regional development
banks. The floor will be then open for an interactive, free-flowing discussion.
Participants are encouraged to limit their interventions to not more than three
minutes. There will be no formal list of speakers. Representatives of the relevant
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic and



Social Council, civil society organilzations, and the private sector will be invited to
participate in the high level panel.

Pre-conference and side events

9.

10.

There will be an investment forum on 1 October 2008, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
and from 3:00 to 6:00 pm in the ECOSOC Chamber, entitled: “Investing in
Landlocked Developing Countries: trends, experiences and the way forward”,
organized jointly by the UN-OHRLLS, UNCTAD and the World Bank.
Government representatives and representatives of national investment promotion
agencies and the private sector from host and home countries will participate as
panellists. The floor will then be open for an interactive discussion.

A round table on the following theme: “Regional dimension for transit transport
cooperation” will take place between 1:15 p.m.-2:45 p.m. on 3 October 2008, to
be moderated by the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries,
Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States.
Presentations will be made by the Executive Secretaries of the UN Regional
Commissions on their efforts to establish efficient transit transport systems in their
respective regions.





