DRAFT
May 2nd, 2008

Draft Resolution on Agenda Item 116 “Follow-up to the outcome of the Millennium
Summit”

Strengthening the environmental activities in the United Nations system

The General Assembly,
PP1  Recalling the 2005 World Summit Outcome?,

PP2  Taking into account Agenda 21% and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit
on Sustainable Development (“Johannesburg Plan of Implementation”)?,

PP3  Reaffirming the need for more efficient environmental activities in the United Nations
system, with enhanced coordination, improved policy advice and guidance, strengthened
scientific knowledge, assessment and cooperation, better treaty compliance, while respecting
the legal autonomy of the treaties, and better integration of environmental activities in the
broader sustainable development framework at the operational level, including through
capacity-building,

PP4  Recalling paragraph 169 of the World Summit Outcome Document and in this context
its decision to explore the possibility of a more coherent institutional framework to address
this need, including a more integrated structure, building on existing institutions and
internationally agreed instruments, as well as the treaty bodies and the specialized agencies,

PP5  Emphasizing that the United Nations Environment Programme has been and must
continue to be the principal United Nations body in the field of environment and that its role
is to be the leading global environmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda,
that promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable
development within the United Nations system and that serves as an authoritative advocate for
the global environment,

PP6 Emphasizing further the need to strengthen the capacities of the United Nations
Environment Programme to advance the implementation of agreed international norms and
policies, to monitor and foster compliance with environmental principles and international
agreements and stimulate cooperative action to respond to emerging environmental
challenges,

PP7 Recognizing that action on the strengthening of international environmental
governance should be undertaken in the context of sustainable development, in accordance

! See resolution A/60/1

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992,
vol. 1, Resolution adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum),
resolution 1, annex II.

% Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August-4
September 2002 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.11.A.1 and corrigendum), chap. I, resolution 2,
annex.

DRAFT



DRAFT
May 2nd, 2008

with the principles identified in Agenda 21, including the principle of common but
differentiated responsibilities, and that environmental activities should be mainstreamed in
other policy areas,

PP8 Stressing the importance of strengthening environmental governance at national,
regional and global level and of improving the implementation of agreed norms and policies
through enhanced compliance and capacity building,

PP9  Stressing also the necessity of sufficient, timely and predictable resources,

PP10 Recognizing that the strengthening of international environmental governance is a
long-term process, evolutionary in nature, which needs continued discussion in order to
reflect emerging challenges and adapt the system to the needs of the international community,

Scientific Assessment, monitoring and early warning capacity

OP1 Reiterates that the United Nations Environmental Programme is the leading agency
within the United Nations system for the analysis of the state of the global environment and
the assessment of global and regional environmental trends, as well as for the provision of
authoritative policy advice and early warning information on environmental threats to
Member States by catalysing and promoting international cooperation and action, based on
the best scientific and technical capabilities available;

OP2 Stresses the importance of strengthening the capacity of the United Nations
Environment Programme to interact with existing scientific bodies, including academic
institutions and centres of excellence and relevant non-governmental organisations, and the
scientific competence of specialized agencies and the scientific subsidiary bodies of
multilateral environmental agreements in a systematic, coherent and coordinated manner; to
strengthen the exchange between environmental and developmental scientific communities; to
present scientific findings in a user friendly way and to offer authoritative advice to United
Nations Member States;

OP3 Invites the Governing Council of United Nations Environmental Programme to
support the creation, within the Programme, of a Chief Scientific Capacity, responsible for
convening leading scientists from within and outside the United Nations system, for
facilitating independent and authoritative knowledge assessments and for managing and
overseeing the scientific assessment, monitoring and early warning work of the United
Nations Environmental Programme, and to provide the necessary additional resources thereto;

OP4  Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Environmental Programme to
continue to deliver support for the scientific work of the Multilateral Environmental
Agreements and invites Conferences of the Parties of relevant Multilateral Environmental
Agreements to request the scientific bodies of the Agreements to contribute to and cooperate
with the Environment Watch Strategy and to conclude Memoranda of Understanding with the
United Nations Environmental Programme secretariat in order to define the roles and
responsibilities of each of the institutions in the network and invites the Executive Director of
the United Nations Environmental Programme to establish a consolidated research strategy to
be updated on a biannual basis;

DRAFT






