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Mr. President:

There has been the tendency by the international community to be lukewarm to
say the least in addressing the needs of countries which are “MDG-plus”. This is
compounded when such countries happen to be a Small Island Developing
States which brings their own peculiarities and vulnerabilities to the table as in
the case of Barbados. Their needs are not adequately being addressed through
the Monterrey Consensus on Financing for Development. Neither is full
cooperation being received from the international community or resources
committed to the implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States adopted in 1994
and the subsequent Mauritius Strategy in 2005.

We therefore call for the forging of stronger development partnerships among
member States, both North-South and in the area of South-South Cooperation. In
addition, the private sector, particularly those companies and organizations
operating in the North should also be called upon to support the efforts of
developing countries. In other words, the MDGs cannot be fully achieved without
the full operationalisation of MDG 8. In these challenging times, we have no
option.

Mr. President:

We are all duty-bound to join together in doubling our efforts to achieve the
MDGs. They have given us an excellent framework in which sustained
development can be pursued. | urge that we assist each other along the journey
towards their achievement.

| thank you.



