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Mr. Chairman,

My delegation would like first of all to express congratulations to you on your election Lo proside aver
this 30" Sesslon of the Committee on Infarmatlon and our canfidence In your able guidance, Brazil
aligns itself with the statements made by Antigua and Barbuda, on behall of the G-77 and China, amd
by Mexico, on behalf of the Rio Group, and wishes to add the follewing eommenls in its national

capacity,

The continued efforts of the Department of Public Infarmation Lo enhance the use of new Infommalion
tachnologies, such as the expansion in the live webcasting of United Mations mestings and in the
number of web pages, are important elements for the discharge of its mandate. Traditional means of
communication, such as radio, TV and printed matter, remain nonetheless the most fundamental
means Lo disseminate information in developing countrics and must be supported accordingly, In this
regard, Bragil would like Lo express its appreciation for the worl of the UM Radio In Portuguese and
LUNTV.

I order to insure thot peoples in all parts of the world recelve as full Informalion as possible about the
United Mations, it is fundamental that the UN speak in as many languages @5 passible, not only s
official languages. The Portuguese Unit of UN Radio has been undertaking significant efforts in this
regard, despite the scarce human and financial resources avallable to it Since 2006, 35 new
partnership agreements were estabilished in order to promote the Wnited Mations in a language spoken
by more than 235 million people in four continents. The latest of these agreements, signed on April
25" 2008, with the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries (CPLP), will further increase the
cooperation amang the United Mations and CPLP and facilltate the dissemination of information about
Lhe UM in Portuguese speaking countres,




The “Dairies from Haitl”, produced by UN Radio in Portuguese with the support of DPEO, showcases an
Interesting human angle Lo the lfe of peacekeeping soldiers In MINUSTAML. 1t 15 & good example of the
internal cooperation expected to disseminate accurate, balanced and timely Information about

peacckeeping activities of the UM,

Concerning WHTY, (Ls role |s cruclal In two ways. Mot only UNTV helps Lo spread the message of the
United Mations worldwide bul it also serves as a platform for peoples around the world to spread their
own messages. UNTV is aften the sole means of communication for disadvantaged populations to
express their interests and aspirations to the rest of the world with regard Lo situations and stories
that commercial television does nol have the Interest or the means Lo cover, Brazil would Hee Lo
expross its appreciation of the 217 Century Serles produced by UNTY, which puts a spotlight on the
world's most underreported stories and fs currently aired by 50 international broadcasters,

Mr. Chairman,

Miow my delegation to reiterate its continued support Lo the wark of the United Mations Informatian
Center in Rio de Janeiro, which has been disseminating information in Brazil aboul the activities of
United Mations family for more than six decades. The aclivities of UNIC Rio de Janeiro - carried out
through Intense collaboratlon with the media, HGOs, universities and government bodies - educate and
rafse awareness of the Brazilian people about the fundamental role of the United Hatlong to promote
multilateral solutions to the challenges faced by the intermational commurnity, The first Brazilian
training course for journalists covering peacekeeping missions, arganized by UNIC Rlo and the Training
Centre for Poaceleeping Operations af the Brazitlan Army, (n Moreh 2008, 15 just one example of this

fruitful collaboration,

In this context, we noted with great concemn the information the decrease by 705 of the actual
aperating budeget of UNIC Rio between 2002 and 2007, when currency Nucluation and inflation are
factored in. We encourage the DPE and Member States to work together to explore creative ways (o
ensure the necessary support and progressive strengthening of the network of information centers,
services and compaonents of the UN.

Furthermore, it is regretiable that despite the offer by the Government of Angola tohost and provide
rent-free and maintenance-free premises for a United Mations Information Centre in Luanda and the




clear message contained in paragraph 42 of General Assembly Resolution 627111 B, no progress was
made towards the creation of a UNIC to address the speclal needs of Portuguese-speaking countries,

Mone of the 22 UMICs and 1 UNO in Africa is currently operating in a Porfuguese-speaking country, Two
Portuguese-speaking African countries are being served by a non Portuguese-speaking UNIC, whereas
three Portuguese-speaking African countries are not covered by the network of UNICs at all. The
suppait provided by the Partoguese unlt of the UNRIC in Brussels and UNIC Rio, though commendable,
cannot serve as a substitute for the strengthening of the UNIC network in Portuguese-speaking Africa.

Thank you, Mr, Chalrman




