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Mr. Chainnan,

Allow me at the outset to extend Palestine's sincere congratulations on your
assumption of the Chair of this Committee as well as to the distinguished members
of the Bureau, affinning our full confidence in your ability to efficiently steer the
work of the Committee. We also express our appreciation to the UN Secretary-
Genera] for his reports on the activities of the Department of Public Infonnation
and to the Committee for its comprehensive report and valuable efforts in this
regard. We extend as well our thanks and appreciation to Mr. Kiyo Akasaka,
Under-Secretary Genera] for Communications and Public Infonnation for his
outstanding leadership of the Department and his important and detailed statement
at the outset. We also commend all DPI staff and officers for their valuable efforts

in carrying out their tasks. My delegation aligns itself with the statement made by
the distinguished delegate of the Sudan on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.

Mr. Chairman,

My delegation underlines the importance of the DPI Special Infonnation
Programme on the Question of Palestine, stressing in this regard the historical and
pennanent responsibility of the United Nations towards the question of Palestine
until it is resolved in all its aspects, in accordance with relevant Genera] Assemb]y
and Security Council resolutions. The latest resolution regarding the Programme is
resolution 63/28, which was adopted by an overwhelming majority, reflecting the
broad international support for this Programme and its importance in raising and
promoting the international community's awareness of the question of Palestine
and the situation in the Midd]e East, issues of high priority on the UN agenda. The
Programme is instrumental as well in contributing to the creation of an
environment conducive to dialogue and understanding and supportive of the peace
process to enable the Palestinian people to exercise their inalienable rights to se]f-
detennination and establish their independent State of Palestine with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
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