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5 May 2009

Mr. Chairman,

On behalf of the Russian delegation, I wish to congratulate you and the

members of the Bureau upon election to the important post and to thank you for an

efficient organization of the Committee's work. I would also like to express

gratitude for a brilliant demonstration of the DOl's work and a substantive

exchange of opinions held yesterday within the interactive dialogue between the

Department's leadership and national delegations.

Colleagues,

2008 became another important stage in reforming the entire UN

information system, in which the Department of Public Information continues to

playa key role. We believe that in the elapsed period the work of the Department

headed by a pro-active and enterprising leader merits a positive assessment.

In particular, it was justified to make an emphasis on strengthening

partnerships with Member-States, business and academic communities, enhancing

cooperation with the other subdivisions of the Secretariat and the entire system of

UN agencies.

I also wish to single out the work of the Office of the Secretary-General's

Spokesperson, which has become more dynamic and even better satisfying the
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