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Mr.Chairman,

First and foremost, allow me to congratulate you and the rest of the Bureau on behalf
of the Cuban delegation for your election as Chairman of the Committee on
Information.

Cuba fully associates itself to the statement made by the distinguished delegation of
Sudan on behalfof the G-77 and China.

Mr.Chairman,

One of the most obvious contradictions the world faces is given by the accelerated
technological development on communication and information and related
technologies, and the incapability of translating such development into equal benefits
-for all. On the contrary, there is an increasing gap in the access to new information
technologies.

The models supporting the use of technological advances continue to be the consumer
models coming from technology manufacturing centers. The developing world cannot
have access to such technologies with the speed or efficiency the developed world
does. The digital divide between the North and the South does not decrease; instead, it
continues to grow.

On the other hand, the information flow occurs in a very peculiar manner. The news
disseminated or silenced are those responding to the interests of the powerful, of the
big information control centers, which too frequently impose deception, manipulate
history, legitimate discrimination and insult freedom of speech and information.

We must start thinking on how to change this reality and on practical measures
enabling the rational use and a more social appropriation of information technologies.
In this regard, the United Nations has a key role to play.
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