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(Check against delivery)

Mr. Chairman,

It is a pleasure for us seeing you chairing our meeting. At outset, let me
congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the thirty first Session of the
Committee on Information as well as the other members of the bureau. We are
convinced that under your leadership the committee will achieve its work with
success. I would also like to thank the outgoing bureau for great work
accomplished.

While recognizing the strong and enormous efforts carried out by the staff of the
Department of Public Information as well as the excellent work done in
promoting the United Nations objectives, purposes and image, the remain task
ahead is daunting. Therefore, 1 take this opportunity to congratulate the Under-
Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information, Mr. Kiyotaka
Akasaka for the comprehensive and constructive statement presented to us on
the activities of the department and also commend him and his team for their
endeavors. Moreover, I would like to extend also our profound appreciations to
the officers and staff of the DPI for their commitments with the work and the
cause of this organization.

My d'el'egation aligns itself with the stateinent made by the distinguished
~ representative of Sudan on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Nevertheless,
permit me to add some comments at our national capacity.

Mr. Chairman,

The progress in the area of new technology in the past few years has been
unprecedented. On the other hand, the access to reliable information remains a
big challenge for majority of people living in developing world. There are several
reasons behind this picture. It starts with the digital divide between north and






