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Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The attachment that Thailand has had with the ideals and principles that gave birth
to the United Nations is long, enduring and natural. From the very first day in this family of
nations more than sixty years ago, Thailand, or Siam at that time, had made known to all that we
are for peace, for freedom and for tolerance because peace, freedom and tolerance are parts of our
national character — a part of who we are. Today, our commitment to peace, freedom and
tolerance anywhere and everywhere remains unwavering and shall remain so.

Therefore, | warmly congratulate you, Mr. President — yourself a man of peace,
freedom and tolerance - on your election as President of the Sixty-third Session of the General
Assembly. Your cause is our cause. And you can rest assured that the Thai delegation will give
you its full support and cooperation.

Mr. President,

We are living in a world of enormous opportunities for progress. But we are also
living in a world that is undergoing a state of flux — a world that is drifting from one crisis to
another. Information technological revolution and transportation advancements have brought
people from all corners of the world closer together than ever before. We are now living in a
“global village”. But sadly, this “village™ is not united as one. This “village™ is deeply divided
along political, economic, social, racial, religious and cultural lines. This is not sustainable. This
is not healthy. This should not be allowed to go on and on. All of us have a stake in it. All of us
must not take this division for granted or as a given, because it is not.

We need to reclaim the ideal that brought us together in this place — the ideal of
“We the Peoples™. We need to cultivate and nurture a “we feeling” among us. We must try our
best to focus on what binds us together rather than what keeps us apart. We must be fully aware
that to continue to see the world through “us versus them™ glasses can only lead to confrontation.
And confrontation helps no one because, at the end of the day in this interconnected globalized
world, no one wins everything but everyone can lose everything. Like what Mahatma Gandhi
once admonished: “An eye for an eye will make the whole world blind.”

S0, we do have a choice between progress and self-destruction, between
cooperation and confrontation, and between amity and animosity. The choice is for all of us to
make and the choice is clear. There is no other better alternative than progress, cooperation and
amity of nations and peoples.






