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liasson was elected President of the sixtieth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on 13 June 2005. At the time, he was Sweden’s Ambassador to the United States, a post he 
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College, Kansas, he also has been decorated by a number of Governments. 

Born in Göteborg, Sweden, in 1940, Mr. Eliasson was an exchange student in the United States from 
1957 to 1958 and graduated from the Swedish Naval Academy in 1962. He earned a Master’s degree 
in Economics in 1965. 

Mr. Eliasson is married to Kerstin Eliasson, who is Sweden’s State Secretary for Education and 
Science. They have three grown children, Anna, Emilie and Johan. 
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A veteran in the fields of diplomacy and foreign relations, from 1994 to 2000 Mr. Eli
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President of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (1991 to 1992) and Chair
Trust Fund for South Africa (1988 to 1992). 

In 1992, Mr. Eliasson was appointed as the first United Nations Under-Secret
Humanitarian Affairs. During his tenure, he was involved in operations in S
Mozambique and the Balkans and also undertook initiatives concerning landmines, con
and humanitarian action. 

From 1980 to 1986, Mr. Eliasson was part of the UN mediation missions in the war b
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Mr. Eliasson has 
foreign policy and diplomacy. A recipient of honorary doctorate degrees from
University, Washington, D.C., Uppsala University and Göteborg University, Swede


