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Marjeyoun and Kfar Kila are one of the many Economic Commission for Europe
Officer-in-Charge
South Leb:?ir)on towns. that hgve su_ffered 2.2 -
years of military conflict and isolation, which Palais des Nations
. . 1211Geneva 10 Switzerland
has left the local cornmumty — char?cter.lzed Tl 2 G A
by a young population — saddled with dire Fax: 41-22 917 0036
The peaple of Marjeyoun and ] . .
Noriatead vorbop e ; social and economic woes.
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JL. - _ _ have experienced numerous massive waves of E?::‘a"l’(esie/c'\f;rtew
displacement, and as a result, have suffered United Nations Building
much difficulty in adapting economically and socially to Rajdamnern Avenue

UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL COMMISSIONS where they have migrated. The conflict has often left B e

families suffering from cessation of income due to the loss Fax: 66-288-1000

The United Nations has five regional commissions which focus on programmes at of one or both parents, reflecting on nutrition, education,
, . , , , clothing, and social status. The conflict has also resulted in Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
the regional and local level. The following stories from the Economic and Social hundreds of wounded who have survived, but with a Executive Secretery

.o . o . " Ocampo Jose Antonio/ Mr.
(ommission for Western Asia are illustrations of the type of community-based life-long handicap. Casilla 179-D
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projects which the all of the Regional (ommissions are involved with to promote Fax:56-208-0252

Access to professional rehabilitation for disabled persons is limited, restricting

economic and social deve[opmem. their chances of finding placement in suitable jobs. Furthermore, the occupation
of a part of South Lebanon was accompanied by thousands of arrests on different Eeete @ e AT
occasions. After their liberation, these prisoners became job seekers who need to Executive Secretery
Es[w‘: Economic and sotial tommi“ion feel reintegrated and recognized in the society. Unfortunately, with limited Amoako K./ Mr.
. competence, they suffer great economic burdens. Africa Hall
for Western Asia Recognizing that sustainability could only be achieved through a comprehensive P.0. Box 3001

" . . . Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
and community based approach to development, ESCWA — following discussions Tel: 251-151 7200

with representatives of the community — established two vocational training centres Fax: 251-151 44 16
in Kfar Kila and Marjeyoun. The centres function as administrative hubs that aim to
I B RAH I M R[[ E I VES BA“ ( (OM Pl" ER-T RAI “ I “ G provide youth career guidance; develop vocational skills; train youth in entrepreneurial
- skills to enable them to start their businesses, manage their accounts, deal with clients ic and Social C ission for Western Asia
(ER" " (AI[ TH A“ Ks Io POST (0 “ [ I'I (T and market their products; and allocate seed funds for micro-credit financing to Executive Secretary
DEVELOPME“T [[Fokls establish small enterprises. Opening new economic horizons in this manner would Tallawy Mervat/ ms.
assist in discouraging rural migration — an issue high on ESCWA's agenda. HO LTS
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A q o4 In welcoming the ESCWA team, Orthodox Archbishop for Marjayoun Elias Bt (e
When ESCWA initiated a basic COmHCIEIraningicofiice for Khoury said “we see ESCWA on the ground, undertaking a serious effort to contribute Tel: gé11_981301

teachers of the village of Kfar_KlIa, Ibrahlm jumped at the to the development of South Lebanon,” while the gaimagam of Marjayoun Semann Fax:9611-981510
chance to take part. Kfar Kila is a town in South Lebanon, Atweh said that in such a short time ESCWA was “serious about their promise to

which has suffered 22 years of conflict. Here dozens of help us develop our region.”
families, forcibly displaced, still live in precarious conditions: This project was undertaken in partnership with Assocaition d'Aide au Regional Commissions New York Office
poverty, i||ega| habitat, mediocre access to services, Iargely Development Rural (ADR), a local NGO with extensive experience in the Sou: ng fZS‘ICZA\;EEC‘IfSA(JCO ECA, ESCWA

unsatisfactory sanitation conditions, unemployment, and drawn fr.om various .deve.lop_ment pr_o]ects that have already ?een |mplemer.|ted. in
the area in partnership with international agencies. Recognizing the essential link

shadowy CIEmiEs. And. lbrahim is not t.he sort of young between peacekeeping and development, ESCWA has also cooperated with the
school teacher who waits for opportunity to knock twice. United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL).
In addition to Ibrahim, nineteen other teachers from _ Building on the technical expertise of its
five schools as well as a few representatives from the _ troops, UNIFIL is expected to provide
Municipality, attended basic computer training for assistance in delivering courses.
teachers in Kfar Kila. ESCWA had set up a training
laboratory for these teachers, and devised a
programme that includes training on basic
computer skills. The training was organised in
collaboration with Kfar Kila Intermediate
School, and the Indian Battalion of UNIFIL.
Ibrahim learned to create, save, and print
documents. He particularly liked the exercises
on inserting clip-art images to a document.
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For Ibrahim, working with a computer is a §
magical experience. “This was all new to me. The real
challenge is how to use the computer in our school lessons.”
Ibrahim wanted to share what he learned with the other
teachers and his students. This was possible with a computer
donation from ESCWA, which has equipped five public schools in
South Lebanon with a fully functioning computer laboratory, each
consisting of five PCs. “Because of the computer, our students
somehow feel that they can now get the same chance that children in
urban cities have.” The parents have high hopes too. Ibrahim knows they
all rely on him. He finds it challenging to integrate the use of the computer
in his lessons. “I have not totally discovered what other wonders the computer
can do.” Ibrahim is aware that there are still other magic spells to brew. He knows I e e
that with a computer many things can happen with just one click. But as in the compater training, South Lebanon.
making of a magic spell, the right ingredients have to be there. In the meantime, Photographs: ESCWA
he is hopeful that the future of Kfar Kila children will be more promising.

The course, which lasted 20 days, is likely to be repeated due to great pressure
from other teachers to participate.



