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IOM’s mandate is to promote orderly and humane migration, to help pro
tect the human rights of migrants, and to cooperate with its MentéesS

to deal with problems related to migration. One of the core challenges for
IOM and its Member tates is to combat tifadking in persons, which is an
exploitative form of irregular migration involving the violation of the
migrants’human rights.

In December 2000, the Qanization adopted the definition of fiiaking in
persons as set forth in the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, EspecialllWomen and Children, supple
menting the ConventioAgainstTransnational Qranized Crime:

Trafficking in persons shall mean thecruitment, transpdation, trans

fer, harbouring or eceipt of persons, by means of thes#iiror use of
force or other forms of coeion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of
the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person hav
ing contol over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of thespiu

tion of others or other forms of sexual exploitationcéat labour or
sewices, slaver or practices similar to slavgrsewitude or the emoval

of organs.

IOM countertrafficking activities consider tréi€king as a coercive and
exploitative process starting with recruitment in the place of origin and con
tinuing with exploitation in the places of transit and destination. Despite the
fact that in general tri€king involves crossing at least one international
border it can also occur within a single country
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