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[UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION]

Thank уои Mr. President,

We ~ипи1д like flrst о~ а11 to jo n those v~hc have congratulated уои

on ~fl elect on ав Presiden~ о~ th s Rev ew Conference, апд we

`to work с1ове1у w th уои during the eourse of оиг

deli~e~ations . We а1во ех~епд оиг congra~ulatidns to the otheк

д stinguished ~nembeгs о~the Вигеаи. "

Т'he Dom~rjnic Re~uЫic recognizes the contribution and

sign fсапсс of е Unit~ed Nations Р`rog~an~е of Action ~о

pre~cñ~, combat, апд éradicat'е the i1"11di~t tra~ding оf small arms

апд 1 ght ' eтapons 1~ а~1 its aspects . ~n this regard, we have

e~nbraccd -this rüt ~.tive, wh ch ov des а b е for' estaЫishing

reg~la~ory eо~~trols at the nat on 1, re~ ó~nal, апд int rnationai 1eve1 .

5ince 2001 и1те ~1~а~~е r~~intain~ct а~" act v~ р~xticipation in the

matter, and it is in that spirit tha~ we rcaff~m that we associa~te

ourselves completely with the Declaration о~Antigua, адорнед this

рав~ 1VI~.~ ~~ ~h'е coún~ries of Latïn `Ai~ lerica апд the` Caribk~ean. Ие

на1~е н1те o~p~rtun ty, notw ths~andi~зg, `на такё the following

ob~servations .in оиг nati+~na1 сарá~itу .



Mr. President,

The Dominican Repute is attaches great importance to the fight

against the illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons, as

this constitutes a problem which count~raçts the efforts und~~tal~en

b~ ou.r governments at the national, regiar~a.l,~- and international

levels, on the subjects of development and . security . In the conte

of the United Nations,. we could city as examples of these effôrts

the positive results obtained, b~ peac~k~eping operations, or the

future expected achievements of the recently inaugurated

Peacebui~ding Commission. For us it is indispe~sabl~ to have a

forum such as this one, where 191 countries can meet with the

objective of find ng,the best ~vay to put and end :to this threw to, the

respect ofhuaman rights, sustaina~a dev~hopment, ~:nd o~ur~ citizens'

security,. these being not~.b~y .affected by the actions . derived fxom

drug, trafficking and criminality . ~-Iowev~r,. wе axe Qf the opinion

. .chat, for the, benefit of our people, we~., .~hoиld shrive to obtain the

most ambitious results possible.

Inçluded in the measures ,,th~.t vie sl~auld. discuss, during this

Conf~r~nc~ are those related to the effective controls of civilian

possession of small arms and light weá~aps, as well as transfer

controls, with the intention of preventing the exchange of arms



through channels unauthorized by the States of importation,

exportation, and transit . These measures would help countries have

a greater accountability and control of the weapons within their .

territory, thereby reducing the potential of deviation to the small

arms and light weapons illicit market . In the case of the Dominican

Republic, there is legislation in place to regulate the commerce,

carrying, and possession of firearms and their components . In

another regard, we are pleased that a Group of Governmental

Experts ((GE) will meet within short time to discuss the

problem of illicit brokering, with a view to implementing

international measures on this matter. On a similar note, we

support the initiative of those Member States which seek to expand

the Programme of Action to include ammunition .

Mr. President,

e all know that the illicit- tracking of small arms and light

weapons áffects the countries óf the world, with those most

affected . being developing counties, which include some that are

experiencing, or have experienced, conflict situations . In these

countries, international cooperation and assistance arc essential in

the materialization of effective responses with 'respect to the

menace of illicit trafficking of small arms and light -weapons . For



this season, we recognize and appreciate that several : countries

have in the ;past provided others with international coopEration and

assistance, both technical and financial, and we urge all those in

capacity, to do so., as lack ~f resources and expertise have impeded

the ful~i~lment of the needs of .all States that have wanted to

,implement specific. measures .

On another note, we also believe important the application of

regional. and intern~.tional policies oriented to strengthening border

and customs controls, in coord~tion with the competent

áuthQrities .

Mr. President,

We know that every process has a beginning and án entl with

some taking more than others to run its course . This is why it is our

under;~t~nding that we should o~nt~ne discuss this issue; until
vve are . sat sf ~d with the results o~ the in~.plementation of the

Programme. ~f Action, ~~ith tl object ve of el mi~aating tl~e ihic t

trafficking of ~~ma.,~1 ads ~;nд 1 gh~ v capons in its totali ~Ve

rciterat~ that we Cannot allow t~.e disturbance of our ;:efforts

ux~dertal~en . to impráve the quality ;of life of our citizens ._ For t1~is

reason the .delegation of the ..Dominican Republic .. reaff~ms its



position to support the implementation of the Programme of

Action, and hence everything related, to the prevention, combating,

and eradication of illicit trafficking of small arms and light

weapons in all its aspects .

~ thank you.
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