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M. Chairnan,

1. If we placed the spectrum of avail able weapons in a three-
tiered pyramd, its top will have nucl ear weapons, the m ddl e
ground will be taken up by chemi cal and biol ogi cal weapons, and
t he broadest part of the pyramd will be constituted by
conventi onal weapons and small arns and |ight weapons. VWile it
is vital to address the apex of the pyram d, the base
constitutes a larger, contingent concern, given the persistent
preval ence of intra-state conflicts and terrorismin different
parts of the world, and is consequently receiving the priority
attention of States.

2. As we begin to consider and to take stock of national

i npl enentati on of the UN Programe of Action on Preventing,
Conmbating and Eradicating Illicit Trade in Small Arns and Li ght
Weapons (UNPQA), it is well worth rem ndi ng oursel ves of the
devastating i npact of the proliferation of illicit trade in
small arns and |ight weapons. It gravely endangers the security
of States, disrupts their social harnony and politica
stability, and hanmpers growt h and devel opnent. The ready
availability of illicit weapons fosters organi zed crine, drug
trafficking, and illegal exploitation of natural resources and
pronotes sectarian violence, insurgency, and terrorism

3. India, therefore, remains conmtted to the full and
effective inplenentation of the Programme of Action and its
essential objective of preventing, conbating and eradicating
illicit trade in small arns and |ight weapons. India s |egal
and adm ni strative nechani sns for effective control and

regul ati on of such weapons cover all aspects of their |awf ul
possessi on, manufacture, sale, transport, transfer, export and
inport of arms and ammunitions and stockpil e managenent. Al
smal | arms and |ight weapons manufactured in India are uniquely
mar ked and a conprehensive record kept enabling their tracing.



I ndia also follows strict policy guidelines with regard to
export of small arnms and |ight weapons.

4. I ndi an security forces have sei zed tens of thousands of
t hese weapons, whose markings clearly point to their external
provenance. India believes that efforts to conbat and eradicate
illicit trade in small arnms and |ight weapons will contribute
to the global efforts to conbat terrori smand other organized
crime. We believe that State responsibility is critical in
ensuring this, primarily through their efforts, and al so

t hrough cooperation with other States at the regional and

gl obal levels. India s National Report on UNPQA s

i npl enentation details the steps taken by India in this

di recti on.

M . Chai r man,

5. UNPOA reflects the explicitly expressed politica

comm tnment of States to address the issue of illicit trade in
small arns and |ight weapons in all its aspects and to

i npl enent a key set of agreed principles and programmes. W
woul d have, ideally, |iked UNPOA to include additional
provisions to increase its efficacy, such as prohibition of
transfer of weapons to non-State actors. W are aware that the
purpose of this nmeeting is to consider the inplenentation of

t he Progranme of Action and, at the upcom ng Revi ew Conference
next year, we shall assess and review the Programme of Action
inits entirety and identify further steps that may be required
to achieve its central objective.

6. For now, we shall, therefore, remain focused on UNPQA s
national inplenentation. For this, it is a good augury that we
succeeded in reachi ng consensus on a draft international
instrument to enable States to identify and trace, in a tinely
and reliable manner, illicit small arnms and |ight weapons. Even
though it will not be a legally binding instrunent, we joined

t he consensus, since the instrunent contains vital commtnents
by States to mark all small arns and |ight weapons according to
uni versal standards and cooperate with other States in tracing
illicit ones. This significant achi evement reflects our common
comm tnment to achi eve the objectives enshrined in the Progranme
of Action. Indeed, agreenent on the instrunent sends out an

i nportant nessage concerning a reinforcing of the nultilatera
ethic, so nuch absent in the international discourse of today.



7. We are happy that Departnent of Disarmanent Affairs has,
meanwhi | e, carried out extensive, broad-based consultations on
further steps to enhance international cooperation in
addressing illicit brokering in small arns and |ight weapons.
The General Assenbly Resolution 59/86 outlines the paraneters
of further action on the subject. W expect that consultations
and del i berations during the 2006 Revi ew Conference wil |
provi de the required guidance to the G oup of Governmnental
Experts, which the Secretary General has been mandated to
appoint, no later than 2007, to consider further steps to
enhance international cooperation on illicit brokering.

8. We would |ike to conmend your initiatives in undertaking
consultations with Menber States prior to this neeting and for
having identified key questions for the thematic debate. Qur
debate is likely to provide clarity as well as catal yse fresh
i deas on how to inplenent UNPOA nore effectively.

9. In this connection, the Indian del egation would like to
express appreciation for the inportant contribution that
international organizations and institutions such as UNDP and
UNIDIR, as well as NGOs and civil society organizations |ike
t he Geneva Process, Small Arns Survey and | ANSA. They have
enhanced our understandi ng of the concerned issues and

hi ghl i ghted the need for nore purposive efforts to deal with
t hem

10. The international comunity has taken nodest, yet
significant steps in addressing the question of preventing,
conbating and eradicating illicit small arns and |ight weapons.
States, by consensus, have first identified the issues and then
enbraced a collective approach to resolve them W need to
carefully nurture the coherence, cooperative atnosphere and
commi tment that have energed as the key characteristics of the
Programe of Action. A steady, flexible and progressive
approach will help consolidate our gains. India, M. Chairmn
remains conmtted to this approach.

| thank you for your attention.



