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DESA

The Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat is a vital interface between global policies in the
economic, social and environmental spheres and national action. The Department works in three main interlinked areas: (i) it com-
piles, generates and analyses a wide range of economic, social and environmental data and information on which Member States
of the United Nations draw to review common problems and to take stock of policy options; (ii) it facilitates the negotiations of
Member States in many intergovernmental bodies on joint courses of action to address ongoing or emerging global challenges;
and (iii) it advises interested Governments on the ways and means of translating policy frameworks developed in United Nations
conferences and summits into programmes at the country level and, through technical assistance, helps build national capacities.

Note

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country or territory or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitations of its frontiers.

The term “country” as used in the text of the present report also refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas.

The designations of country groups in the text and the tables are intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and
do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development process.

Mention of the names of firms and commercial products does not imply the endorsement of the United Nations.

Symbols of the United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures.
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Since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992 and the subsequent World Summit on Sustainable
Development in 2002, significant efforts have been made in pursuit of sustainable development. At the political level sustainable
development has grown from being a movement mostly focusing on environmental concerns to a widely recognized framework
utilized by individuals, governments, corporations and civil society that attempts to balance economic, social, environmental and
generational concerns in decision-making and actions at all levels. At the September 2005 World Summit, the UN General Assembly
reiterated that “sustainable development is a key element of the overarching framework for United Nations activities, in particular for
achieving the internationally agreed development goals”, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration and the Johan-
nesburg Plan of Implementation (A/RES/59/227).

This report highlights key developments and recent trends in the areas of Energy for Sustainable Development, Industrial Devel-
opment, Atmosphere/Air Pollution and Climate Change — the four interrelated topics being considered by the Commission on
Sustainable Development at its 14th and 15th sessions (2006-07). It notes progress in a number of areas while, at the same time,
acknowledging that in other areas significant work is still needed to advance implementation of intergovernmentally agreed goals
and targets.
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G Lo BA L T R E N D S Global Trends: Growth in Economy, Energy & Emissions l
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* Energy consumption has generally grown more slowly than economic »
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activity as energy efficiency has improved and economies have shifted 20

to less energy-intensive industries and services.

e Electricity use has outpaced GDP growth, particularly in developing 150
countries, as access to electricity and the use of appliances have grown 0
with rising living standards.
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to a lesser extent nuclear and renewable energy — have helpedkeep | T 0 S
the growth in COz2 emissions slightly lower than the growth in energy Note: Index: 1971=100
consumption.1 grc:(lijrsct%rlr{NDD.FZSO%-BPSD' based on data from World Bank, World Development Indicators 2005,

Energy Use per Capita & GDP per Capita . . .
i e Pl * Globally, per capita CO2 emissions remained roughly constant, as

500 m® E— emissions grew at about the same rate as population.?
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000 1990 Capita 2002 | | * Since tbe early 197(?5, particularly in deve'lo!oed countrlles, major invest-
° W 2002 (SPPP) ments in technologies to control SO2 emissions, combined with greater
= 6000 ® xo0 £ use of low-sulphur fuels, have contributed to reducing SO2 emissions. 3
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.‘_g 5000 20000 g < In developing countries, per capita energy consumption is between
S 4000 g one-third and one-fifteenth what it is in developed countries. While per
% 3000 15000 %’ capita energy consumption is correlated with per capita income, Europe
=3 o S and Japan are considerably less energy intensive for their income levels
2000 than is the USA. Among developing countries, South Asia’s lower per
1000 5000 capita energy consumption than sub-Saharan Africa’s, despite slightly
rBNEALE SN BE AR LE RERRND higher per capita income, results in part from a lesser reliance on inef-
oy Cangel B gnacad Aiea” spn ks ficient biomass fuels.
Africa
Note: Europe & Central Asia EIT (Economies in Transition) excludes EU accession countries.
Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators 2005.




