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Case studies and lessons learned
from Land degradation and SLM
assessment & monitoring in South
Africa
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Expert consultation workshops for
LADA-N assessment based on
stakeholder analysis and unique
provincial structures

— Ensure inter-sectoral and multi-level process

— Ensure representative participation and
variety of inputs and opinions




Best practice assessment and
monitoring

» Use World Overview for Conservation
Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT)
programme as basis.

— Fully describe and document success stories
and failures in conservation and make it
available on a global database

— Select successful generic approaches and
technologies, spread the word and develop
monitoring techniques and Decision Support
Systems to enable implementation thereof

Conservation agriculture




Animal drawn planter

Field Reference Guide for holistic rangeland monitoring

Livestock
condition




Forage condition | + | Bush density | + | Soil condition

Good veld condition
Low bush density

Good grass, palatable, perennial

Good soil basal cover (less
erosion + good water infiltration)

< Difficult
* Long-term

< Easily done
< Short to medium term

< High investment < No investment

Poor veld condition
High bush density

Annual grass, less palatable,
forbs, less good forage production

Low soil basal cover (high erosion
+ good water infiltration)

Rangeland monitoring




Monitoring Livestock Condition

animal in acceptable
condition

bones and ribs
slightly visible and
felt with firm
pressure

signs of fat
deposition

no cavity at
tailhead

Procedure for adaptive veld
management form Rangeland DSS




From degradation and SLM
assessment and monitoring to
improved decision-making

* Local level
— Practical and successful SLM technologies

— Lessons learned from local level monitoring — improvement in
veld and livestock condition

* Provincial level

— SLM options from WOCAT questionnaire

— Pitfalls and leverage points from local level LADA assessments
» National level

— ldentify priority areas from LADA National assessment

— Multi-level and inter sectoral response based on analysis from
DPSIR framework

|dentify priority areas for SLM
intervention, where....
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What and how to do it...
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