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Friederike Knabe is a consultant in the field of international development. She 
specializes in inter-linkages and synergies between human development and 
environmental sustainability with particular emphasis to Africa's dryland regions. 
Following closely the negotiations of the UN Convention to Combat Desertification and 
Drought (UNCCD) since 1995, and participating in most sessions of the Conference of 
the Parties, she has become a civil society expert on the Convention's international 
policy platform. 
 
Friederike Knabe has worked for more than 20 years as senior manager in 
international not for profit human rights and development organizations in Europe and 
Canada. A member of the international NGO network on Desertification (RIOD), she has 
been working closely with civil society groups in developing countries and in Canada, 
guiding organizational evaluations and strategic planning processes. 
 
More recently, Friederike Knabe has been undertaking various assignments as a policy 
analyst related to sustainable land management, desertification, climate change 
adaptation and gender mainstreaming into development programming, while 
contributing to several publications and reviews on international policy concerns. She 
has also developed education tools and led workshops and training sessions in these 
fields. 
 
Ms. Knabe is of German background and holds an MA in Eastern European Studies 
and French from the former Free University in West Berlin (Germany). 
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