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The Learning Centre: 
Education for sustainable development

The Learning Centre will once again be an important component of this year’s session of the Commission
on Sustainable Development (CSD-13).   

Introduced on an experimental basis during CSD-11, the Learning Centre now provides courses for CSD
participants on a regular basis at the annual sessions of the Commission. Learning Centre participants
include representatives of governments, major groups, and intergovernmental organizations, which are
designed to impart useful knowledge and practical advice on implementing Agenda 21 and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation at the ground level. 

Classes are typically structured as 3-hour courses offered during the regular sessions of the Commission
on Sustainable Development and are linked with the themes under discussion. In 2005, these include the
three themes of water, sanitation and human settlements as well as a number of cross-cutting issues such
as poverty eradication, protecting and managing the natural resource base of economic and social
development, health and education. 

Instructors are experts from various types of institutions including governments, academia, international
organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector, and thus represent a wide range of
stakeholders. Many course instructors incorporate case studies in their lectures and most courses include
question and answer periods as well as interactive discussions.

At CSD-12 held in 2004, eighteen courses were offered by the Learning Centre which were well attended
by participants from various backgrounds. Some courses had a particularly broad appeal, such as those on
How to Apply for GEF funding, Integrated Water Resources Management and National Sustainable
Development Strategies. 

Discussion sessions encouraged lively interactions among participants with various professional
backgrounds from both developed and developing countries, and represented a significant component of
the learning experience. Participants have expressed enthusiasm for the Learning Centre and its inclusion
in the regular sessions of CSD, and feedback on individual course offerings has been positive.

Sustainable Development in action
BACKGROUNDER

April 2005
United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development



W
eek

1
M

o
n

d
ay

11
A

p
ril

Tu
esd

ay
12

A
p

ril
W

ed
n

esd
ay

13
A

p
ril

Th
u

rsd
ay

14
A

p
ril

Frid
ay

15
A

p
ril

10:00a.m
.

to
1:00p.m

.

<
N

o
activities>

InstitutionalAspects
ofScience,

Technology
and

Innovation
for

Sustainable
Developm

ent

H
arvard

(Science
and

Technology)

Program
m

ing
forSanitation

and
Hygiene

Prom
otion:How

to
do

it

W
SSCC

–
W

ater
Supply

and
Sanitation

and
Collaborative

Council

How
to

Focus
Integrated

W
ater

Resources
m

anagem
enton

Poverty
Reduction

CA
P-N

ET/The
Institute@

m
anaged

by
U

N
D

P
and

the
Sm

ithsonian

Trans-boundary
Diagnostic

Analysis
and

Strategic
Action

Program
m

e
&

N
ationalIW

RM
Planning

G
lobalEnvironm

ent
Facility/InternationalW

aters
learning

Exchange
and

Resource
N

etw
ork

(G
EF-IW

:LEA
RN

)

3:00a.m
.

to
6:00p.m

.

W
aterPricing

in
Australia:

How
to

Achieve
W

aterConservation
O

bjectives
and

Sustainable
U

se

A
ustralia

D
epartm

ent
of

the
Environm

ent
and

H
eritage

Strengthening
G

overnance
of

W
aterResources:

Environm
ental

Law
s,Enforcem

entand
Indicators

U
S-Environm

ental
Protection

A
gency

How
to

Apply
forG

EF
projects

U
N

D
P/G

EF

U
N

Decade
ofEducation

for
Sustainable

Developm
ent–

Engaging
TeacherEducation

Institutions

U
N

ESCO
/U

N
U

Creating
a

Hom
e

in
the

City
–

Achieving
the

M
DG

s
in

U
rban

Centers

U
niversity

of
Rom

e,Colum
bia

U
niversity

W
eek

2
M

o
n

d
ay

18
A

p
ril

Tu
esd

ay
19

A
p

ril
W

ed
n

esd
ay

20
A

p
ril

Th
u

rsd
ay

21
A

p
ril

Frid
ay

22
A

p
ril

10:00a.m
.

to
1:00p.m

.

M
anaging

W
aterResources

through
the

Ram
sarConvention

–
N

egotiation
Sim

ulation

The
Ram

sar
Convention

Sustainable
U

rban
and

Peri-U
rban

Sanitation

The
Institute@

/SEI/SID
A

/U
N

D
P

Sustainable
Developm

entLaw
:

Access
to

W
ater,and

W
aterTenure

System
s

Center
for

International
Sustainable

D
evelopm

ent
Law

(CISD
L)

<
N

o
activities>

<
N

o
activities>

3:00a.m
.

to
6:00p.m

.

The
W

ay
forw

ard
tow

ards
Sustainable

W
astew

ater
M

anagem
ent–

Problem
Identification

forProject
Form

ulation

U
N

ESCO
-IH

E
Institute

forW
ater

Education

Attracting
Private

Finance
forW

aterand
Sanitation

U
SA

ID

W
om

en
and

Sanitation
–

A
G

row
ing

Problem
-EcoSan,a

Sustainable
Solution

N
orw

egian
U

niversity
of

Life
Sciences

<
N

o
activities>

<
N

o
activities>

This
schedule

is
subjectto

change.Please
see

the
CSD-13

w
ebsite

forthe
m

ostup
to

date
schedule

atw
w

w
.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd/csd13/csd13.htm

Published by the United Nations Department of Public Information — DPI/2334L — April 2005


