Japan
Proposal on the Future Rol e and Organi zati on of Work of the CSD

1. Role of the CSD

(1) I'nJohannesburg, fol |l ow ng several regi onal and preparatory
neeti ngs, heads of governnent agreed on guidelines that the
i nternational community should follow in pronoting the
i npl ement ati on of Agenda 21. Japanthereforeis of theviewthat
unl ess unexpect edi nci dent s occur or ot her newi deas ar e advanced,
there i s no need t o conduct negotiations in the CSD, and t hat,
as the Secretary-General’s report proposes, the focus shoul d
be on howto i npl enent acti on prograns and achi eve the targets
contai ned in the Johannesburg Pl an of | nplenentation.

(2) Wthregard to partnershi ps, Japan al so consi ders that the
initiatives are no substitute for inter-governnental ly agreed
comm t nents. However, because such initiatives play a very
inmportant role in the i npl enentation of those conm tnents, we
bel i eve they shoul d be strongly encouraged.

2. Organi zati on of work
(1) Meetings (For details, see Annexes | and I1)

Japan is of the view that the working cycle proposed by
the Secretary-General istootight, andif adopted, nost of our
effortswouldbedirectedtopreparingfor neetings. | f neetings
wer e hel dj ust for t hesake of hol di ngneeti ngs, theeffectiveness
of the Conmm ssion would be di m ni shed. Therefore Japan woul d
like to propose that the CSD neet nminly on WEHAB ar eas every
two years (e.g., in May or June) to exchange of i nformation on
t he progress of inplenentation in the focus areas, and assess
t he progress of inplenentation. In the years CSD sessions are
not held, “the I npl enentati on/ Expert Foruni (tentative title)
woul d be held (e.g., in May or June) to exchange i nfornmation
concerning inplenmentation of the Plan of |nplenentation.

(a) “Inplenentation/ Expert Forunt (tentative title)

The purpose of the Forumwoul d be to exchange i nformati on

on inplenentation. Activities mght include:



*

exchange/ revi ew of nati onal experiences

* exchange of i nformati on and reports/di scussi onon partnership
* mul ti-stakehol der di al ogues

* side-events

The participants would be experts from governnent and
i nternational /regi onal organi zati ons whoaredirectlyinvol ved
in inplenmentation activities, as well as representatives of
partnership initiatives and major groups.

The Forum woul d neet for one/two weeks. The information
presented at the Forum should be conpiled as a report for
considerationat CSD. I nprinciple, thevenue shoul d be NewYor K.
(b) CSD session

The CSDsessi onshoul dbehel deverytwoyearsanditsduration
shoul d be one week. At the session, inadditiontotheactivities
to take place at the Forum i npl enentati on woul d be assessed.
The participants would be governnmental representatives,
i ncluding experts directly involved in the inplenentation
proj ects, representatives of i nt ernati onal / regi onal
organi zati ons, and representatives of partnershipinitiatives
and maj or groups. Al though sonme m nisters m ght participatein
t he session, nom ni sterial | evel di scussi onwoul d be or gani zed.
(c) High-level segnent

Contrarytotheproposal intheSecretary-CGeneral’ sreport,
Japan considers that it is less inportant for CSD sessions to
have frequent high-level segnments. During the WSSD process,
nmeet i ngs of m ni sters and heads of governnent were hel d and t he
heads of the governnent agreed on the Political Declaration and
Pl an of Inplenentation. The purpose of the CSDis to pronote
its inplenentation. Although Japan would not exclude the
utilization of a high-level segnent if necessary, we believe
its frequent utilization would decrease effectiveness and
therefore its value. Fromthis point of view, one option would
be to have a high-level segnment as part of the session to be
held in the fifth year of the New CSD (in 2007).

(2) Selection of issues
Wth regard to the i ssues to be di scussed at CSD sessi ons,



it is necessary to nake a sel ection based on the situation at
that ti me. However, i f t he CSDw shest o have a hi gh-1 evel segnent
inthe fifth year of the New CSD, it would be appropriate to
decide this year on two or three i ssues to be di scussed at each
sessi on, i n 2005 and 2007. The i ssues for the fol | ow ng sessi ons
woul d be decided at the CSD in 2007, taking into account the
situation at that tine.
(3) Information on inplenentation

At the I npl enentation/ Expert Forum partici pants woul d be
encouraged to provide and exchange information on their
activities. The information should be conpiled as a report.
Fol | owi ngt he Forum t hose parti ci pati ngin partnerships shoul d
submt their reports tothe Secretariat inthe fall (every two
years, e.g., in Cctober). The format of the report shoul d be
developed to facilitate the conpilation and analysis of
i nformation and | essen t he burden of the partnerships. Taking
the information gathered into account, the Secretariat woul d
prepare and issue the Secretary-CGeneral’s State of
| mpl ement ati on Report in February/ March of the foll ow ng year
(every two years). This woul d t hen becone one of the bases for
t he di scussion of inplenentation at the CSD that year.
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