Some Activities Reported by United Nations Information Centres for

International Youth Day, 12 August 2003

UNIC Brazzaville received a group of 25 young people aged between 7 and 17 accompanied by three teachers. Young people were shortly briefed and assisted in visiting UN web site. 

UNIC Buenos Aires

Working with the NGO United Nations Youth Organization of Argentina (OAJNU), UNIC Buenos Aires co-organized a panel titled “First Youth Seminar on the Information Society”. The meeting, convoked under the UN theme “youth employment”, included a two-hour briefing session dedicated to the information and communications technologies (ICT) and the Information Society projects.  The participants were briefed on the key items of the United Nations Programme for Youth and the Secretary-General’s Youth Employment Network, and the message of the Secretary-General for International Youth Day was read. During the second part of the event, the participants carried out workshops on ICTs and youth, employment, and the upcoming WSIS.  

UNIC Dar-es-Salaam

Youth of the United Nations Association and Tanzania Youth Vision Association, in collaboration with the ILO, organized the commemoration of International Youth Day at the Karimjee Hall in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. The event began with a procession of youth in town to the hall where a representative of the ILO read the message of the Secretary-General; the Minister of Labour and Youth Development presented the Governmental message. The function, which was funded by the ILO, was covered extensively by the media.  (Photos are provided, courtesy of UNIC Dar-es-Salaam.)  
UNIC Kathmandu participated in a talk programme on the "Role of the United Nations in
Empowering Youth for Peace", organized by the local NGO the National Federation of UNESCO Association of Nepal (NFUAN).  The President of the Association read the message of the Secretary-General for International Youth Day, and the representative of the UNIC spoke about the Secretary General's Youth Employment Network.  Among the other speakers were a former ambassador and a former director of the Nepal Institute of Foreign Affairs, a former secretary general of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, and a senior official of the Ministry of Education. Some 300 youths, government officials, academicians, teachers and journalists were present. The message of the Secretary-General was disseminated to the media.  
UNIC Lisbon translated the Message of the Secretary-General for International Youth Day and distributed it among major local media and posted it on the Centre´s website.  The electronic Portuguese version was also made available to UNIC Rio, to UNDP offices in Portuguese-speaking African countries and Brazil, to UN peace missions in Guinea-Bissau and Timor-Leste and to Timor Leste's Permanent Mission to the UN.
UNIC Lomé 

Radio Lomé produced a special magazine on the theme of “Youth unemployment”. The basic document provided was the Secretary-General’s Message on the occasion of International Youth Day.  The Message was also placed in newspapers and with radio and TV stations. The Message — translated into the two national languages of Kabye and Ewe — was so widely disseminated that the Centre received many visitors the day after its publication wanting to know more about the Secretary-General’s Youth Employment Network it mentioned.  

UNIC Rome translated the message of the Secretary-General on the occasion of International Youth Day and posted it on its web site. In a special report in its news programme, Radio Vatican quoted from the Secretary-General’s message, spoke about the establishment of the Youth Employment Network and elaborated on the ILO figures on unemployment. The President of Italy also issued a message for the Day, in which he stressed that “the UN has always been concerned with issues relating to youth. Its commitment is essential for the promotion of basic guidelines, such as on dignity of work, non-discrimination and equal opportunity”. 

UNIC Tehran translated the full text of the message of the Secretary-General for International Youth Day 2003 and issued it as press release.  The message was prominently displayed by the Persian morning daily Hamshahri, which has the largest circulation in Iran, and the afternoon daily Ettela’at, with the next largest.  The Iranian news agency IRNA dispatched the Secretary-General’s message to its national and international subscribers. The Secretary-General’s message was also printed by the English daily Kayhan International and the economic daily Jahne Eghtesad.  All Iranian TV and radio stations quoted from the message.  

Mr. Frederick Lyons, the UN Resident Coordinator, read the message of the Secretary-General to a large gathering of youth and distinguished guests at Razi Conference Hall in Tehran, who were then addressed by President Mohammad Khatami.  Also present on the occasion were a number of Majlis (Parliament) deputies, the Advisor to the President and Head of the National Youth Organization (NYO), Rahim Ebadi, and representatives of youth NGOs. Approximately 1,000 young people attended.  

UNIC Rabat issued a special Newsletter dedicated to International Youth Day, 600 copies to be disseminated during the International Youth Forum taking place in Casablanca from 16 to 28 August 2003, with the participation of 1000 young people form all over the world.

Local press reproduced the message of United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, along with information about the Secretary-General’s initiative to establish a Youth Employment Network. (Copies of 4 press clippings attached.) 

UNIC Manama disseminated the message of the Secretary-General on International Youth Day 2003 to all media organizations and youth NGOs in Bahrain. The International Youth Day 2003 website was emailed and disseminated electronically to all NGOs concerned in order to update them on the International Youth Day observance and to provide them with the basic information about the Youth Employment Network.  In addition, Bahrain’s General Organization for Youth and Sport organized the second conference for youth to highlight the important role youth play in society.

UNIC Mexico City translated the message of the Secretary-General into Spanish and distributed it in a press release.  The UNIC also launched a special section of its web site dedicated to young people.  For the Day, the message of the Secretary-General, background information on the Day and the Youth Employment Network, and information on local events related to the Day were posted.  The site will also include information on Model UNs, young people’s organizations, events, statistical information about young people, youth issues, news and other relevant information, in Spanish.  

With the support of the Information Centre, the Organization of American States, two Universities (ITAM an ITESM) and the business community, a group of young Mexican people organized a “Summit of Latin American Young People”, which took place from 4-8 August in Mexico City. Young NGO leaders from 17 countries in Latin America met to exchange success stories and to promote a network of organizations of young people aimed at promoting UN issues based on the Millennium Development Goals, such as poverty eradication, sustainable development, health, education, etc. Young people met in working groups and participated in round-tables with representatives from UN agencies (ILO, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNIC, etc.), government institutions, NGOs, IGOs and other relevant actors.  The message of the Secretary-General was read at the closing ceremony.

UNIC Tokyo translated the message of the Secretary-General into Japanese and disseminated it to all the local and foreign major media (about 50 groups). It was also e-mailed to 2,500 journalists, academia and NGOs, and posted on the Japanese-language websites, receives 10,000-20,000 hits a day.

United Nations Information Service (UNIS) at Vienna

From 10 to 14 August about 220 students from all over the world took part in the Vienna International Model United Nations (VIMUN) conference.  At this year’s VIMUN for the first time students from all five continents were represented, with delegations from Brazil, Greece, Korea, Kosovo, Rwanda, Ukraine and about 30 other nations. For four days interested young people between the ages of 17 and 30 stepped into the shoes of ambassadors from UN Member States to discuss current issues of youth involvement in international politics such as peace and security, crime prevention, drugs, human rights, sustainable energy and international organizations. Among main issues debated on International Youth Day were methods of tackling unemployment of young people, basic education for all and equal opportunities for girls and boys alike. 

UNIC Yerevan

On the eve of the Day the Message of the Secretary-General was translated and with a press release about the observance of day was disseminated through the printed and electronic mass media.  A thematic bulletin board with the logo of IYD was prepared and exhibited in the UN Lobby, and an exhibition of various kinds of UN publications, posters and documents on Youth Empowerment was organized in the UN House and in the depository libraries.  

A Model UN devoted to a Security Council session on terrorism was the main event of the IYD in Armenia.  In his opening address, the DPI Representative read the message of the Secretary-General.  Students from high schools as well as from the refugee community participated in the Model UN.  During the session, they represented Member-States of the Security Council, and demonstrated a good understanding of the international process. Through debate, they developed a strategy and adopted a resolution on the “struggle against terrorism".  A large number of journalists present at the event interviewed representatives of the UN agencies and participants of the Model UN. The event was widely covered by almost all TV channels and electronic media. (Records of coverage are available.  Photos can be found at www.undpi.am.)
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