
S ince the adoption of the World Programme of Action for Youth in 1995, Governments,

the international community, civil society and other actors have increasingly recognized the

importance of investing in youth, and many have joined with youth-led organisations to

address key constraints to youth development. While the World Programme of Action for

Youth has been instrumental in guiding the formulation and implementation of national

youth policies, assessing the impact of interventions and investments made in youth devel-

opment remains difficult because youth-related age-disaggregated data are not always avail-

able. Where these data do exist, they are often part of a larger compilation on other

population groups and youth-specific issues and trends remain hidden or are glossed over.

The purpose of this Annex is to collate existing data related to core areas of youth

development in an effort to present a synopsis of the situation of youth and the challenges

they face across countries and regions. The data also complement the analysis presented

in this Report by providing a compilation of indicators related to youth for as many coun-

tries and regions as possible to facilitate planning and evaluation of youth programmes and

policies. The data reflect several basic demographic indicators as well as youth specific sta-

tistics that can guide the tracking of progress in various priority areas of the World

Programme of Action for Youth. While the Annex brings together existing data that are avail-

able from various sources, in certain cases new calculations are made to highlight specific

aspects of youth development.

It is important to note that the data presented here are by no means exhaustive. Many

gaps remain that need to be filled through new data collection. Further, even existing data

are often not fully reliable. However, the data do provide a picture of the global, regional

and national context in which youth live and make a transition into adulthood. Existing gaps

in the data should stimulate interest and investment in data collection to help elucidate and

clarify some of the issues that are addressed in the present Report. 

The Annex tables that follow cover nine broad areas and issues: 

Basic Demographics: The indicators in Annex table 1 give a sense of the numbers

of youth and the change in these numbers over time, by country and world region. These

data define the magnitude of the youth development challenge in terms of the size and

share of the population that youth represent. Although at the global level youth constitute

18 per cent of the population, in many developing countries this share is above 20 per

cent. This is in sharp contrast to the situation in many European countries where the share

of youth is around 12 per cent.
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Marriage: The percentage of youth aged 15-19; 20-24 and 15-24 years who have

ever been married or are in some form of consensual union gives insight into youth mar-

riage trends, including whether youth are delaying marriage. Youth around the world are

delaying marriage, but there are still major differences across countries and regions in the

proportions of youth who do marry. This may reflect choices that youth make, but it may

also be an indication of difficulties in the transition into marriage.

Literacy: According to UNESCO’s 1958 definition, literacy is measured by the ability

of an individual to read and write, with understanding, a simple short statement related to

his/her everyday life. Though youth around the world are the best educated generation

ever, differences in literacy across countries persist. As seen in Annex table 3, literacy rates

generally exceed 70 per cent for many countries; but rates lower than 50 per cent are still

evident in some countries. Females also continue to be disadvantaged in many contexts.

Education: Various indicators are used in Annex tables 4, 5 and 6 to capture the cov-

erage of education in a country. The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) refers to the total enrol-

ment in a level of education, regardless of age, expressed as a percentage of the theoretical

school-age population in a given school-year. The GER can exceed 100 per cent due to early

or late entry and/or grade repetition. This indicator, which is shown for primary, secondary

and tertiary education, by sex, is widely used to show the general level of participation in

secondary education. It can be a complementary indicator to the NER by indicating the

extent of over-aged and under-aged enrolment. 

Similarly, the Net Enrolment Rate (NER) refers to the number of pupils in the theoret-

ical age-group for the particular level of education (primary or secondary, in this case)

expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age-group. The rates shown in

Annex table 5 show the extent of participation in primary and secondary education of youth

belonging to the official age-group for the particular level of schooling. A high NER denotes

a high degree of participation of the official school-age population. The NER for tertiary edu-

cation is not pertinent because of the difficulties in determining an appropriate age-group

due to the wide variations in the ages of students at this level of education.

A sharp discrepancy between the GER and NER indicates that enrolled children do not

progress regularly through the grades and that the system’s internal efficiency could be

improved. Female/male ratios that are shown in Annex tables 4 and 5 also show how

females fare relative to males with respect to the gross and net enrolment ratios at each

level. A ratio which is lower than 1 indicates that there is a female disadvantage in school

enrolment. It is interesting to note the disparity in the female to male ratio across countries

and across education levels. In many countries, females appear to outnumber males at the

tertiary level, but in many other contexts, females face a major disadvantage at tertiary as

well as lower levels of education.

Annex table 6 shows primary to secondary school transition rates, by sex and coun-

try. This rate is calculated by dividing the number of new entrants in the first grade of sec-

ondary education by the number of pupils who were enrolled in the final grade of primary
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education in the previous school year, multiplied by 100. A transition rate thus measures

the degree of progression to a given level of education from the previous level of educa-

tion. It can reflect difficulties with accessibility or problems related to student performance

in the lower level of schooling. From the perspective of the level of education from which

a student is leaving, it is considered as an output indicator, and from the perspective of the

level of education to which a student is entering, it is an indicator of access. It can also help

in assessing the relative selectivity of an education system, which can be due to pedagog-

ical or financial requirements. 

Labour force participation and employment: There is no doubt from the

analysis presented in the chapters in this book that labour force participation and employ-

ment issues are among the most pressing in practically all countries of the world. Table 7

thus presents some indicators of the situation in individual countries. The percent of youth

in the labour force is a measure of the proportion of a country’s youth population that

engages actively in the labour market, either by working or looking for work; it provides an

indication of the relative size of the youth labour force available to engage in the produc-

tion of goods and services. Labour force activity among the young may reflect the avail-

ability of educational facilities as well as the degree to which young workers are

discouraged from joining the labour force. Female/male labour force participation rates

show sex differentials in labour force participation by sex. Ratios less than one suggest that

females are less likely than males to participate in the labour force.

Annex tables 7 and 8 suggest a complex global picture with respect to labour force

participation and employment. For some countries, virtually all youth—including the

younger subgroup aged 15 to 19 years—are in the labour force. In other countries, most

youth do not enter the labour force until later. Gender differentials in participation also

vary, with some countries showing little difference and other showing much lower female

participation in the labour force. The age transition in labour force participation rates show

how labour force participation of youth changes as youth progress from the younger to the

older age group. The data suggest, as would be expected, that in all countries labour force

participation is higher for older youth. The degree of increase is, however, variable across

countries and by sex. In the Czech Republic, for example, labour force participation rates

increase eleven fold between ages 15 to 19 and 20 to 24 years. Similar increases are also

recorded for Macao China SAR, and Kuwait. 

In Annex table 8 which presents various indicators of youth unemployment, the youth

labour force is the number of youth who are either actively looking for work or who are

unemployed; and unemployed youth are those who do not have a job but are actively look-

ing for work. Youth are considered to be employed if they performed some work—for at

least one hour during the specified reference period—for wage or salary (paid employment)

or for profit or family gain (self-employment). It should be noted that while a high unem-

ployment rate indicates that a large share of the labour force is actively looking for work

but cannot locate one, it does not say anything about those who have given up on the job

search (discouraged people) or people who are outside the labour force for other reasons.

Nor does it indicate underemployment. 
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Annex table 8 also shows the ratios of the youth to adult unemployment rate. This

ratio is the youth unemployment rate as a percentage of the adult (aged 25 and over) unem-

ployment rate. The indicator provides an indication of how youth fare in labour markets rel-

ative to adults. For example, in a country where the youth unemployment rate is high and

the ratio of the youth unemployment rate to the adult unemployment rate is close to one,

it may be concluded that the problem of unemployment is not specific to youth, but is

country-wide. In all countries, it is normal for the youth unemployment rate to be higher

than the adult unemployment rate to some extent. Young people often have less work expe-

rience than adults, they may lack job search expertise, and they might be “shopping

around” for the right job. 

The youth employment-to-population ratio, which is shown in the last column of Annex

table 8, is calculated by dividing the number of employed youth by the total youth popula-

tion. Although it may be assumed that a high employment rate among youth could be pos-

itive, this is not always the case. If low employment-to-population rates are due to large

numbers of youth remaining in education to build their human capital, they are preferable

to high rates, which might be an indication of limited education options and the need for

young people to take up any work available. Employment-to-population ratios are of par-

ticular interest when broken down by sex, as the ratios for males and females can provide

information on gender differences in labour market activity in a given country. 

Hunger and poverty: The most widely known poverty indicators are the number

or proportion of people living below the poverty lines of one and two dollars a day. Table

9 presents extrapolated estimates of youth poverty for countries. The table applies esti-

mates of the proportion of national populations living in poverty to the size of the youth

population of individual countries in order to estimate the numbers of youth living under

various conditions of monetary poverty. While the estimates shown in the last two columns

of Annex table 9 are approximations, they are likely to be fairly close to the actual degree

of poverty among youth.  This is because of the tendency for poverty to be transmitted

across generations; this means that youth are likely to reflect the particular poverty situa-

tion within their households.

Nutrition and shelter and sanitation and water: Annex tables 10 and 11

present additional estimates of youth welfare. There is debate over whether poverty

should be measured by income only. A broader approach to measurement is often called

for to characterize the severe deprivation of basic human needs, including food, safe

drinking water, sanitation facilities, health, shelter, education and information. The indi-

cators shown in Annex table 10 and 11 present these estimates, showing poverty in

access to nutrition, shelter and sanitation and water. These data, derived by the

Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research, University of Bristol, based on

household surveys, including Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) and Multiple

Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), show large proportions of youth in many countries to be

deprived of access to basic needs.1
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The criteria for the calculations are the following: 

• Food Deprivation:  Body Mass Index of 18.5 or below (underweight). 

• Severe Food Deprivation: Body Mass Index of 16 or below (severe under-
weight).

• Shelter Deprivation: living in dwellings with three or more people per
room (overcrowding), or in a house with no flooring (e.g. a mud floor), or
inadequate roofing (e.g. natural roofing materials).

• Deprivation of Sanitation Facilities: access only to unimproved sanitation
facilities e.g.: pour flush latrines; covered pit latrines; open pit latrines;
and buckets or no access to a toilet of any kind.

• Water Deprivation: access only to unimproved source such as open wells,
open springs or surface water, or having to walk for more than 15 minutes
to their water source (30 minutes round-trip). 

Leading causes of death for youth: Annex table 12 provides insight into the pri-

mary cause of mortality for young people in various countries. Variations in these causes

across countries indicate a need for differences in policy responses. Although these data

are undoubtedly incomplete because of the difficulty in obtaining reliable cause of death

data for many countries, land transport accidents and intentional self-harm are important

causes of death for youth. The tendency for youth to take more risks and also be less expe-

rienced with motorized vehicles may account for the importance of motor vehicle accidents

among causes of death. Suicide is also of increasing concern as youth struggle to find their

place and acceptance in an increasingly complex world.

Reproductive health and HIV/AIDS: Annex tables 13 and 14 present a sense of

youth sexual behaviour and practices and their vulnerability to HIV/AIDS and reproductive

health challenges. These data have been drawn from a number of surveys from MEASURE

DHS (Demographic and Health Surveys—accessed at http://www.measuredhs.org). The pic-

ture of youth sexual behaviour varies across countries. Table 13 suggests for the countries

for which data are available that high risk sex continues to be a problem in a number of

countries, and large proportions of youth continue to engage in unprotected high risk sexual

intercourse. Also, as suggested by table 14, the use of condoms at first sexual encounter is

not yet universal among youth.

1 The proposed indicators described above build on the work undertaken on behalf of UNICEF and the
United Kingdom’s Department for International Development to operationalize measures of deprivation and
severe deprivation for children and adults.
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Annex table 1: Youth population indicators, 2007

Basic Demographics

15 - 19 20 - 24 15 - 19 20 - 24

WORLD 315 052 297 036 612 088 298 080 282 892 580 972  1 193 060 17.6 14.6
More developed regions a 40 786 43 134 83 919 38 893 41 516 80 409   164 328 12.9 -13.0
Less developed regions b 274 267 253 903 528 170 259 187 241 376 500 563  1 028 733 18.7 18.4
Least developed countries (LDCs) c 44 045 38 242 82 287 43 089 37 592 80 682   162 969 20.2 39.1
Less developed regions, excluding LDCs 230 221 215 661 445 882 216 098 203 783 419 881   865 763 18.5 13.8
Less developed regions, excluding China 214 444 197 097 411 541 205 031 189 661 394 692   806 233 19.5 25.2
AFRICA 52 897 46 441 99 338 52 212 46 242 98 455   197 793 20.4 37.7
Sub-Saharan Africa 44 513 38 278 82 790 44 101 38 206 82 307   165 098 20.4 41.2
Eastern Africa 1 17 178 14 753 31 931 17 126 14 778 31 904   63 835 20.7 42.3
Burundi  494  431  925  495  436  931   1 856 21.7 45.6
Comoros 2  45  42  86  44  41  85    171 20.3 37.9
Djibouti  48  42  90  48  41  89    179 21.4 37.3
Eritrea  262  239  501  264  245  509   1 010 20.8 36.0
Ethiopia 4 603 3 801 8 404 4 583 3 809 8 392   16 796 20.1 45.3
Kenya 2 123 1 956 4 079 2 108 1 953 4 061   8 140 21.6 35.5
Madagascar 1 054  879 1 933 1 054  881 1 935   3 868 19.6 45.6
Malawi  758  634 1 392  754  633 1 387   2 779 19.9 46.3
Mauritius 3  51  49  100  50  48  98    198 15.5 -0.5
Mozambique 1 144  979 2 123 1 149  979 2 128   4 251 19.8 39.1
Réunion  34  33  67  34  32  66    133 16.3 14.0
Rwanda  618  561 1 179  630  576 1 206   2 385 24.4 58.6
Somalia  436  375  810  437  377  814   1 624 18.6 37.7
Uganda 1 754 1 418 3 172 1 736 1 412 3 149   6 321 20.4 50.4
Tanzania, United Republic of 2 205 1 917 4 122 2 194 1 916 4 109   8 231 20.3 39.4
Zambia  685  587 1 272  681  584 1 265   2 537 21.2 38.5
Zimbabwe  862  808 1 670  862  811 1 673   3 343 24.9 25.7
Middle Africa 6 454 5 455 11 908 6 444 5 473 11 917   23 825 19.9 43.0
Angola  940  774 1 713  949  786 1 735   3 448 20.2 44.8
Cameroon 1 049  920 1 969 1 038  914 1 952   3 921 21.0 38.3
Central African Republic  242  204  446  247  210  456    902 20.7 39.1
Chad  575  480 1 055  571  480 1 051   2 106 19.5 49.6
Congo  202  177  379  202  178  380    759 20.1 37.2
Congo, Democratic Republic of the 3 336 2 803 6 139 3 329 2 810 6 139   12 278 19.5 43.6
Equatorial Guinea  26  22  49  26  22  49    97 19.1 42.7
Gabon  75  66  141  74  65  139    280 20.9 33.5
São Tomé and Príncipe  9  9  17  9  8  17    35 21.8 30.1
Northern Africa 10 489 10 000 20 489 10 150 9 825 19 974   40 464 20.5 20.3
Algeria 1 892 1 899 3 791 1 814 1 829 3 643   7 433 21.8 7.7
Egypt 4 006 3 782 7 788 3 874 3 713 7 588   15 376 20.2 22.8
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya  284  340  624  272  327  599   1 223 19.7 1.9
Morocco 1 638 1 576 3 214 1 617 1 626 3 243   6 457 20.5 9.0
Sudan 2 105 1 837 3 941 2 039 1 789 3 827   7 768 20.1 38.1
Tunisia  541  542 1 083  512  517 1 029   2 112 20.3 0.1
Western Sahara  24  25  49  23  23  46    94 19.6 53.6
Southern Africa 2 900 2 791 5 691 2 881 2 768 5 650   11 340 20.3 17.4
Botswana  111  109  219  110  107  217    437 23.1 23.3
Lesotho  124  110  234  125  116  242    476 23.5 28.2
Namibia  131  108  239  131  107  239    478 22.9 38.3
South Africa 2 458 2 398 4 855 2 439 2 370 4 809   9 665 19.8 15.1
Swaziland  76  67  142  76  67  143    286 24.9 33.3
Western Africa 4 15 877 13 443 29 319 15 611 13 398 29 010   58 329 20.3 43.6
Benin  499  437  936  482  421  904   1 840 20.3 48.4
Burkina Faso  820  695 1 516  797  677 1 474   2 989 20.1 44.0
Cape Verde  32  29  60  32  28  60    120 22.5 37.5
Côte d'Ivoire 1 119  985 2 104 1 119  983 2 101   4 205 21.8 41.4
Gambia  86  74  160  85  73  157    317 18.5 48.3
Ghana 1 330 1 181 2 511 1 277 1 143 2 421   4 932 20.9 35.2
Guinea  507  431  939  490  417  907   1 845 19.6 39.0
Guinea-Bissau  88  71  159  88  72  161    320 18.8 46.2
Liberia  202  173  375  200  171  371    746 19.9 57.0
Mali  685  565 1 250  688  574 1 262   2 512 20.2 45.5
Mauritania  168  149  317  159  141  300    616 19.6 39.3
Niger  705  495 1 200  716  592 1 308   2 507 17.5 51.7
Nigeria 8 286 6 998 15 284 8 133 6 945 15 078   30 363 20.4 43.8
Senegal  689  592 1 281  682  591 1 273   2 554 20.5 42.1
Sierra Leone  301  255  556  302  257  560   1 116 19.0 43.0
Togo  360  311  670  362  313  675   1 345 20.4 46.1

Country, region or major area* Notes
Percentage

change
(1995-2015)

Youth as 
percentage

of total 
population

Total youth 
population

aged
15 - 24 
years

Total youth population (thousands) by age and sex

 15-24 
years

 15-24 
years

Age (years)
Males Females

Age (years)
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Annex table 1: Youth population indicators, 2007

Basic Demographics

15 - 19 20 - 24 15 - 19 20 - 24

Country, region or major area* Notes
Percentage

change
(1995-2015)

Youth as 
percentage

of total 
population

Total youth 
population

aged
15 - 24 
years

Total youth population (thousands) by age and sex

 15-24 
years

 15-24 
years

Age (years)
Males Females

Age (years)

ASIA 197 208 185 072 382 280 183 038 172 479 355 517   737 797 18.1 12.1
Eastern Asia 65 874 63 388 129 262 59 885 57 957 117 842   247 104 15.8 -13.8
China 5 59 583 56 548 116 131 53 928 51 460 105 388   221 519 16.5 -11.5
Hong Kong, China SAR 6  218  238  456  208  233  441    897 12.1 -7.3
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of  987  959 1 945  945  918 1 863   3 809 15.9 9.2
Korea, Republic of 1 693 1 826 3 519 1 565 1 687 3 252   6 771 13.8 -28.8
Japan 3 215 3 651 6 866 3 066 3 494 6 560   13 426 10.0 -51.8
Macao, China SAR 7  21  20  41  20  21  41    82 16.8 15.6
Mongolia  157  146  303  153  144  297    600 22.7 0.2
South-central Asia 92 278 84 257 176 534 85 374 78 194 163 568   340 102 19.9 26.8
Afghanistan 1 532 1 261 2 792 1 417 1 158 2 575   5 367 19.7 52.0
Bangladesh 8 587 7 923 16 511 8 162 7 498 15 660   32 170 20.2 27.1
Bhutan  39  41  80  39  34  72    152 22.9 37.0
India 61 507 56 328 117 835 56 188 51 678 107 866   225 701 19.2 25.2
Iran, Islamic Republic of 4 441 4 548 8 989 4 219 4 350 8 569   17 559 24.5 10.4
Kazakhstan  783  747 1 530  753  725 1 478   3 008 19.3 -14.5
Kyrgyzstan  302  272  574  293  268  561   1 135 21.2 20.7
Maldives  20  18  38  19  18  37    75 24.5 32.3
Nepal 1 593 1 353 2 946 1 501 1 298 2 800   5 746 20.3 39.1
Pakistan 10 249 8 813 19 062 9 658 8 258 17 915   36 977 22.4 41.5
Sri Lanka  865  916 1 781  832  906 1 738   3 518 18.0 -18.9
Tajikistan  430  349  779  422  350  772   1 551 22.9 34.6
Turkmenistan  293  258  551  287  254  541   1 092 21.8 22.4
Uzbekistan 1 636 1 430 3 066 1 585 1 400 2 984   6 050 21.9 25.8
South-eastern Asia 27 958 26 868 54 826 27 045 26 312 53 357   108 182 18.7 9.9
Brunei Darussalam  17  18  36  16  18  34    69 17.7 28.9
Cambodia  900  841 1 742  875  824 1 699   3 441 23.7 47.6
Timor-Leste  62  55  117  59  52  112    229 19.8 46.3
Indonesia 10 770 10 795 21 565 10 451 10 618 21 069   42 635 18.3 2.9
Lao People's Democratic Republic  368  293  661  359  291  649   1 310 22.3 37.3
Malaysia 1 315 1 247 2 562 1 267 1 223 2 491   5 053 18.9 28.2
Myanmar 2 375 2 356 4 732 2 322 2 312 4 634   9 366 19.0 -1.3
Philippines 4 689 4 197 8 886 4 512 4 066 8 579   17 464 19.8 27.6
Singapore  165  142  307  154  132  286    593 13.1 26.8
Thailand 2 503 2 554 5 057 2 388 2 499 4 887   9 944 15.3 -23.1
Viet Nam 4 793 4 368 9 161 4 641 4 277 8 918   18 078 20.5 13.5
Western Asia 11 098 10 561 21 659 10 734 10 016 20 750   42 409 19.2 27.1
Armenia  155  146  301  151  152  303    604 19.7 -6.9
Azerbaijan  479  431  910  457  421  878   1 788 20.9 11.4
Bahrain  31  33  64  29  28  57    121 16.0 30.6
Cyprus  34  34  68  32  33  64    132 15.0 14.2
Georgia  191  180  372  183  179  362    733 16.3 -30.2
Iraq 1 635 1 365 3 000 1 575 1 315 2 890   5 890 20.2 39.3
Israel  284  276  560  271  264  535   1 095 15.4 20.7
Jordan  314  297  611  301  286  587   1 198 20.1 27.1
Kuwait  103  139  241  94  107  201    442 15.5 39.2
Lebanon  189  181  370  182  178  361    731 17.6 13.2
Occupied Palestinian Territory  222  180  402  212  171  383    785 19.4 51.7
Oman  144  140  284  137  131  268    553 21.2 37.9
Qatar  26  43  69  24  22  46    115 13.6 42.9
Saudi Arabia 1 195 1 142 2 336 1 219 1 037 2 256   4 593 18.5 40.5
Syrian Arab Republic 1 142 1 134 2 276 1 100 1 098 2 198   4 474 22.3 28.7
Turkey 3 441 3 444 6 885 3 337 3 367 6 704   13 589 18.0 7.3
United Arab Emirates  148  265  412  119  150  269    681 15.5 47.8
Yemen 1 368 1 130 2 498 1 311 1 078 2 389   4 887 21.8 51.3
EUROPE 24 161 26 343 50 504 23 075 25 445 48 520   99 024 13.0 -26.7
Eastern Europe 10 976 12 538 23 514 10 528 12 164 22 692   46 206 15.3 -46.9
Belarus  377  417  794  358  404  763   1 557 15.7 -36.9
Bulgaria  241  272  513  230  258  488   1 001 12.7 -70.1
Czech Republic  328  342  670  312  327  639   1 309 12.4 -60.5
Hungary  320  323  643  306  310  616   1 259 12.1 -45.5
Poland 1 394 1 618 3 012 1 329 1 563 2 891   5 904 15.1 -37.2
Republic of Moldova  193  195  388  182  184  366    754 19.5 -30.3
Romania  780  830 1 609  748  797 1 545   3 154 14.3 -68.4
Russian Federation 5 444 6 396 11 840 5 247 6 259 11 507   23 347 16.0 -45.4
Slovakia  199  219  417  190  210  401    818 14.8 -39.7
Ukraine 1 701 1 926 3 627 1 624 1 852 3 476   7 103 14.9 -49.1
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Annex table 1: Youth population indicators, 2007

Basic Demographics

15 - 19 20 - 24 15 - 19 20 - 24

Country, region or major area* Notes
Percentage

change
(1995-2015)

Youth as 
percentage

of total 
population

Total youth 
population

aged
15 - 24 
years

Total youth population (thousands) by age and sex

 15-24 
years

 15-24 
years

Age (years)
Males Females

Age (years)

Northern Europe 8 3 305 3 259 6 563 3 138 3 133 6 271   12 834 12.6 1.4
Channel Islands 9  5  4  9  4  4  9    17 11.3 -4.8
Denmark  170  149  318  160  143  303    622 11.0 1.8
Estonia  50  54  104  48  52  100    205 14.8 -44.0
Finland 10  166  168  335  159  160  320    654 11.9 1.2
Iceland  11  11  22  11  11  21    44 14.1 6.1
Ireland  148  169  317  143  166  308    625 14.2 -8.4
Latvia  87  94  181  84  90  174    355 15.1 -48.3
Lithuania  135  135  270  129  129  258    528 15.1 -26.5
Norway 11  159  145  303  151  139  290    593 12.1 8.9
Sweden  317  284  601  301  271  573   1 173 12.2 3.8
United Kingdom 2 052 2 042 4 094 1 943 1 963 3 906   8 000 12.6 4.9
Southern Europe 12 4 177 4 668 8 845 3 972 4 458 8 430   17 274 10.9 -39.1
Albania  162  142  303  156  143  299    602 18.6 1.3
Bosnia and Herzegovina  134  138  273  130  136  265    538 13.5 -12.6
Croatia  140  156  296  135  150  284    580 12.3 -25.9
Greece  298  363  661  280  333  613   1 274 11.0 -45.8
Italy 1 456 1 539 2 995 1 387 1 476 2 863   5 858 9.4 -40.5
Malta  14  15  30  14  15  28    58 13.9 -8.7
Montenegro  24  24  48  22  24  47    94 15.4 -31.5
Portugal  297  349  646  284  336  621   1 266 11.5 -39.8
Serbia  353  375  728  335  360  695   1 423 14.1 -24.0
Slovenia  60  70  130  57  67  124    253 12.2 -50.4
Spain 1 154 1 410 2 563 1 093 1 336 2 428   4 991 10.8 -50.9
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 13  81  84  165  77  79  156    321 15.4 -14.8
Western Europe 14 5 703 5 878 11 581 5 438 5 690 11 128   22 709 11.6 -4.5
Austria  251  265  516  239  257  496   1 012 11.6 -5.6
Belgium  321  321  642  308  313  620   1 262 11.5 -3.4
France 1 955 1 983 3 938 1 872 1 943 3 815   7 753 12.0 -5.0
Germany 2 410 2 568 4 978 2 287 2 458 4 744   9 722 11.2 -6.3
Luxembourg  14  14  29  14  14  27    56 11.6 24.4
Netherlands  512  493 1 005  491  479  970   1 975 11.6 -1.5
Switzerland  237  232  469  225  226  451    920 11.8 7.2
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 26 881 25 603 52 484 26 533 25 731 52 264   104 748 18.1 11.6
Caribbean 15 1 899 1 774 3 674 1 844 1 750 3 595   7 268 17.3 9.3
Aruba  4  3  7  4  3  7    13 12.7 23.0
Bahamas  14  14  29  14  15  29    58 17.2 12.6
Barbados  11  11  22  10  11  21    43 14.2 -24.9
Cuba  421  400  822  399  376  774   1 596 13.8 -23.9
Dominican Republic  471  426  897  465  426  891   1 788 18.1 17.7
Grenada  7  5  12  6  5  11    23 21.5 18.5
Guadeloupe  16  14  30  16  13  29    59 13.0 -10.8
Haiti  541  500 1 041  527  507 1 034   2 076 21.5 32.0
Jamaica  140  122  262  136  121  257    519 18.8 10.5
Martinique  15  14  29  15  13  28    57 13.9 -8.4
Netherlands Antilles  7  5  12  7  5  12    24 12.1 -35.7
Puerto Rico  155  154  310  150  151  300    610 14.8 -6.1
Saint Lucia  8  8  17  8  8  17    33 19.7 2.9
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines  6  6  13  6  6  13    25 20.7 -17.5
Trinidad and Tobago  64  74  139  62  73  135    274 20.3 -21.0
U.S. Virgin Islands  5  4  9  5  4  9    19 16.3 10.1
Central America 7 103 6 231 13 334 7 342 6 732 14 075   27 408 18.4 11.5
Belize  16  14  30  15  14  29    59 20.2 33.5
Costa Rica  229  221  450  216  210  426    876 19.4 26.4
El Salvador  338  302  640  332  301  633   1 273 18.4 10.8
Guatemala  725  599 1 324  732  634 1 366   2 690 20.0 40.2
Honduras  408  350  759  403  354  757   1 516 21.2 35.6
Mexico 4 909 4 314 9 224 5 176 4 792 9 967   19 191 17.8 3.1
Nicaragua  322  284  606  320  286  606   1 212 21.4 24.6
Panama  155  146  301  149  141  290    591 17.5 16.9
South America 16 17 879 17 598 35 477 17 346 17 249 34 595   70 071 18.0 11.9
Argentina 1 736 1 650 3 385 1 683 1 613 3 296   6 682 16.5 11.0
Bolivia  513  435  948  496  426  922   1 870 19.5 32.5
Brazil 8 583 9 018 17 601 8 345 8 841 17 186   34 787 17.9 6.5
Chile  759  703 1 463  735  684 1 419   2 881 17.0 14.4
Colombia 2 250 2 084 4 334 2 177 2 056 4 233   8 567 18.4 16.7
Ecuador  674  608 1 282  653  595 1 249   2 531 18.7 13.5
French Guiana  10  8  18  9  8  17    35 17.3 50.6
Guyana  30  29  58  31  29  60    118 15.9 -22.2
Paraguay  334  308  641  324  300  624   1 265 20.5 33.6
Peru 1 446 1 311 2 757 1 403 1 288 2 691   5 448 19.3 14.6
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Annex table 1: Youth population indicators, 2007

Basic Demographics

15 - 19 20 - 24 15 - 19 20 - 24

Country, region or major area* Notes
Percentage

change
(1995-2015)

Youth as 
percentage

of total 
population

Total youth 
population

aged
15 - 24 
years

Total youth population (thousands) by age and sex

 15-24 
years

 15-24 
years

Age (years)
Males Females

Age (years)

Suriname  22  22  44  20  22  43    86 18.7 2.0
Uruguay  133  121  255  128  118  247    501 14.5 -2.3
Venezuela 1 390 1 301 2 691 1 340 1 268 2 608   5 299 19.0 22.6
NORTHERN AMERICA 17 12 516 12 253 24 769 11 904 11 731 23 636   48 405 13.8 17.3
Canada 1 129 1 131 2 260 1 074 1 090 2 164   4 424 13.0 8.8
United States of America 11 383 11 118 22 500 10 825 10 637 21 462   43 962 13.9 18.1
OCEANIA 1 390 1 324 2 713 1 317 1 264 2 581   5 295 15.0 17.5
Australia/New Zealand  893  887 1 780  847  847 1 694   3 474 13.4 7.8
Australia 18  732  738 1 470  694  703 1 398   2 867 13.3 7.4
New Zealand  162  149  311  153  143  296    607 14.1 9.7
Melanesia  433  382  815  411  362  773   1 588 19.5 34.6
Fiji  43  41  84  40  39  79    163 19.3 11.0
New Caledonia  11  10  21  11  10  20    41 16.9 19.8
Papua New Guinea  339  294  633  322  281  603   1 236 19.5 37.3
Solomon Islands  28  25  53  25  23  48    101 20.2 35.1
Vanuatu  13  11  24  12  11  23    47 20.7 42.6
Micronesia 19  27  24  51  26  27  53    104 18.7 26.0
Guam  8  7  14  7  6  14    28 16.0 26.5
Micronesia, Federated States of  7  6  13  6  6  12    26 22.8 15.3
Polynesia 20  36  31  67  33  28  61    128 19.3 19.2
French Polynesia  13  13  26  13  12  25    51 19.2 17.4
Samoa  11  8  19  10  7  16    35 18.7 18.4
Tonga  6  6  12  5  5  10    22 21.6 15.9

Notes:
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.
* Countries or areas listed individually are those with 100,000 inhabitants or more in 2005; other countries and areas are included in the regional groups but are not listed 
separately.
(a) More developed regions comprise Europe, Northern America, Australia/New Zealand, and Japan.
(b) Less developed regions comprise all regions of Africa, Asia (except Japan), Latin America and the Caribbean, plus Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia.
(c) The least developed countries, as defined by the United Nations General Assembly in 2003, include 50 States: 34 are in Africa, 10 in Asia, 1 in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and 5 in Oceania.
(1) Including Seychelles.
(2) Including the island of Mayotte.
(3) Including Agalega, Rodrigues, and Saint Brandon.
(4) Including Saint Helena, Ascension, and Tristan da Cunha.
(5) For statistical purposes, the data for China do not include Hong Kong and Macao, Special Administrative Regions of China.
(6) On 1 July 1997, Hong Kong became a Special Administrative Region of China.
(7) On 20 December 1999, Macao became a Special Administrative Region of China.
(8) Including the Faeroe Islands and the Isle of Man.
(9) Refers to Guernsey and Jersey.
(10) Including Åland Islands.
(11) Including Svalbard and Jan Mayen Islands.
(12) Including Andorra, Gibraltar, the Holy See, and San Marino.
(13) The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.
(14) Including Liechtenstein and Monaco.
(15) Including Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Dominica, Montserrat, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Turks and Caicos Islands.
(16) Including the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
(17) Including Bermuda, Greenland, and Saint Pierre et Miquelon.
(18) Including Christmas Island, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, and Norfolk Island.
(19) Including Kiribati, the Marshall Islands, Nauru, the Northern Mariana Islands, and Palau.
(20) Including American Samoa, the Cook Islands, Niue, Pitcairn, Tokelau, Tuvalu, and the Wallis and Futuna Islands.

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2006 Revision . CD-ROM edition: Extended 
Dataset (New York, 2007).
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Annex table 2. Youth that have ever been married as a proportion of the total population (most recent data available)

Marriage

Year
15-19

Female
15-19
Male

20-24
Female

20-24
Male

AFRICA
Eastern Africa

Burundi 1990 6.9 0.7 60.2 26.6

Comoros 1996 11.5 3.0 48.4 15.0

Djibouti .. .. .. .. ..

Eritrea 2002 31.1 .. 72.7 ..

Ethiopia 2000 29.9 3.3 73.0 23.8

Kenya 1998 16.6 0.7 65.1 22.6

Madagascar 1997 33.7 .. 74.3 ..

Malawi 2000 36.7 4.0 87.7 41.7

Mauritius 2000 9.7 0.6 49.7 11.4

Mozambique 1997 47.1 3.8 88.8 57.6

Réunion 1990 2.0 0.1 19.5 6.8

Rwanda 2000 7.2 1.6 58.5 28.7

Seychelles 1994 6.9 1.2 33.0 17.9

Somalia .. .. .. .. ..

Uganda 2001 32.2 6.5 84.7 45.4

Tanzania, United Republic of 1996 25.3 2.8 75.5 29.2

Zambia 2001 26.9 1.8 75.3 31.3

Zimbabwe 1999 22.6 0.6 71.7 23.3

Middle Africa
Angola 1970 35.7 7.6 82.8 41.7

Cameroon 1998 35.8 4.2 73.6 28.0

Central African Republic 1995 42.4 8.1 81.2 45.6

Chad 1996 48.6 5.9 92.2 43.7

Congo 1984 18.1 1.4 53.5 12.9

Congo, Democratic Republic of the 1984 32.3 4.7 74.1 33.9

Equatorial Guinea 1983 26.4 2.1 62.8 21.9

Gabon 2000 22.4 4.0 61.3 29.2

Sao Tome and Principe 1991 19.9 1.9 61.6 27.9

Northern Africa
Algeria 1992 96.4 .. 71.6 ..

Egypt 2000 12.0 .. 54.4 ..

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 1995 0.9 0.1 12.3 1.3

Morocco 1995 10.5 .. 39.8 ..

Sudan 1993 20.4 1.8 55.0 14.1

Tunisia 1994 3.0 — 27.7 3.7

Western Sahara 1970 60.3 1.3 80.3 23.5

Southern Africa
Botswana 1991 5.4 2.4 27.2 9.0

Lesotho 1986 18.1 1.6 70.4 25.9

Namibia 1992 7.7 .. 30.9 ..

South Africa 1996 3.4 0.8 22.3 8.6

Swaziland 1991 9.0 1.0 39.7 14.6

Western Africa
Benin 1996 29.1 — 79.5 27.3

Burkina Faso 1999 34.9 1.4 90.3 22.1

Cape Verde 1990 6.6 1.1 32.3 14.6

Côte d’Ivoire .. .. .. .. ..

Gambia 1993 38.9 1.7 74.9 12.4

Ghana 1998 16.4 3.0 71.1 25.6

Guinea 1999 46.0 2.3 84.7 19.7

Guinea-Bissau .. .. .. .. ..

Liberia 1986 36.0 .. 75.3 ..

Mali 1996 49.7 4.8 87.5 28.9

Mauritania 2001 27.7 0.5 60.5 8.1

Niger 1998 61.9 4.1 88.9 41.8

Nigeria 1999 27.5 3.1 63.5 17.2

St. Helena .. .. .. .. ..

Senegal 1997 29.0 .. 62.8 8.1

Sierra Leone 1992 45.5 4.7 72.4 19.6

Togo 1998 19.9 2.4 63.4 18.3

ASIA
Eastern Asia

China .. .. .. .. ..

Hong Kong, China SAR .. .. .. .. ..

Japan 2000 0.9 0.4 12.0 7.0

Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of .. .. .. .. ..

Korea, Republic of 1995 0.8 0.2 16.7 3.6

Macao, China SAR .. .. .. .. ..

Mongolia 2000 5.5 1.3 48.3 29.2

Region and subregion Country

Percentage of youth that have ever married by 
age (years) and sex
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Annex table 2. Youth that have ever been married as a proportion of the total population (most recent data available)

Marriage

Year
15-19

Female
15-19
Male

20-24
Female

20-24
Male

Region and subregion Country

Percentage of youth that have ever married by 
age (years) and sex

South-central Asia
Afghanistan 1979 53.6 9.2 90.7 36.5

Bangladesh 2000 48.1 .. 81.5 ..

Bhutan 1990 25.5 7.7 69.2 45.3

India 1998 29.9 4.1 78.1 32.8

Iran, Islamic Republic of 1996 17.8 2.6 60.5 27.3

Kazakhstan 1999 7.5 1.4 52.7 25.9

Kyrgyzstan 1999 11.5 1.0 65.8 28.3

Maldives 2000 12.0 1.3 64.1 25.0

Nepal 2001 40.2 11.3 82.9 56.5

Pakistan 1998 20.6 6.2 61.4 30.1

Sri Lanka 1993 7.1 .. 38.8 ..

Tajikistan 1989 11.6 1.2 76.8 44.1

Turkmenistan 1989 6.4 1.4 53.3 36.6

Uzbekistan 1996 13.0 .. 77.2 ..

South-eastern Asia
Brunei Darussalam 1991 8.0 1.2 38.2 18.6

Cambodia 2000 12.9 .. 55.5 ..

Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste .. .. .. ..

Indonesia 1997 8.4 1.1 45.5 17.7

Lao People’s Democratic Republic .. .. .. ..

Malaysia 2000 4.9 1.0 31.5 11.8

Myanmar 1991 10.7 3.3 43.9 30.1

Philippines 1998 8.5 .. 43.7 ..

Singapore 2000 1.0 0.1 16.1 4.7

Thailand 1995 17.8 3.9 61.0 33.3

Viet Nam 1997 7.7 .. 53.1 ..

Western Asia
Armenia 2000 8.6 1.2 52.5 26.0

Azerbaijan 1999 12.8 2.4 49.1 16.9

Bahrain 1992 5.2 0.4 34.7 11.1

Cyprus 1992 7.5 0.6 50.8 18.1

Georgia .. .. .. .. ..

Iraq 1987 20.8 5.8 56.6 27.6

Israel 2002 3.8 0.4 32.6 12.0

Jordan 1997 8.2 .. 38.8 ..

Kuwait 1996 13.2 1.2 47.8 21.9

Lebanon 1970 13.2 1.0 49.1 11.9

Occupied Palestinian Territory 1997 24.2 2.0 63.9 27.9

Oman 1995 15.5 1.3 61.3 22.4

Qatar 1998 4.2 0.2 32.2 9.6

Saudi Arabia 1996 7.4 0.4 40.2 9.9

Syrian Arab Republic 1981 24.9 3.8 64.5 25.4

Turkey 2000 12.8 2.1 53.0 20.8

United Arab Emirates 1987 18.5 2.5 52.2 26.6

Yemen 1997 26.9 .. 72.8 ..

EUROPE
Eastern Europe

Belarus 1999 6.2 0.9 54.9 29.9

Bulgaria .. .. .. .. ..

Czech Republic .. .. .. .. ..

Hungary 2002 1.0 0.2 11.7 5.3

Poland .. .. .. .. ..

Republic of Moldova 1997 12.0 .. 72.4 ..

Romania 2003 4.3 0.2 34.0 10.2

Russian Federation 2002 7.6 1.6 12.9 2.8

Slovakia .. .. .. .. ..

Ukraine 1989 15.4 2.7 70.7 41.3

Northern Europe
Channel Islands .. .. .. .. ..

Denmark 2002 0.5 0.1 8.8 3.4

Estonia 2000 4.7 1.0 40.5 21.7

Faeroe Islands 1992 1.0 — 19.0 6.4

Finland 2003 0.5 0.1 9.7 4.5

Iceland 2002 13.6 2.7 64.3 46.9

Ireland 2002 0.3 0.1 3.9 1.7

Isle of Man 1991 1.5 0.3 22.2 10.5

Latvia 2002 1.1 0.2 18.9 9.4

Lithuania 2001 .. .. 34.9 17.3

Norway 2002 0.5 0.1 8.8 3.3

Sweden 2002 0.4 0.1 6.7 2.2

United Kingdom .. .. .. .. ..



260

Annex table 2. Youth that have ever been married as a proportion of the total population (most recent data available)

Marriage

Year
15-19

Female
15-19
Male

20-24
Female

20-24
Male

Region and subregion Country

Percentage of youth that have ever married by 
age (years) and sex

Southern Europe
Albania 1955 23.2 4.7 75.6 27.3

Andorra 2001 2.3 0.3 25.8 7.7

Bosnia and Herzegovina .. .. .. .. ..

Croatia .. .. .. .. ..

Gibraltar 1991 8.4 2.3 50.7 25.4

Greece 1999 .. .. 23.2 6.9

Holy See .. .. .. .. ..

Italy 2000 0.9 0.1 12.8 2.9

Malta 1985 3.0 0.4 33.1 13.1

Portugal .. .. .. .. ..

San Marino 1997 0.4 — 18.1 2.9

Serbia and Montenegro (former) 1991 11.3 1.8 50.9 20.6

Slovenia 2002 5.7 1.0 50.1 28.6

Spain 1995 .. .. 24.3 9.3

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 1994 9.1 1.5 51.3 21.6

Western Europe
Austria 1996 .. .. 41.1 23.3

Belgium 2001 0.1 .. 5.7 ..

France 2002 0.3 0.2 0.4 1.1

Germany 2001 0.3 — 8.7 2.6

Liechtenstein .. .. .. .. ..

Luxembourg .. .. .. .. ..

Monaco 1982 1.0 0.1 26.2 8.8

Netherlands 2003 0.7 0.1 11.0 3.5

Switzerland 2001 0.7 0.1 12.6 5.2

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Caribbean

Anguilla 2001 1.4 — 15.0 5.1

Antigua and Barbuda 1991 0.5 0.1 8.0 3.2

Aruba 1991 3.2 0.4 29.1 15.0

Bahamas 1990 3.7 0.8 25.2 13.7

Barbados 1990 0.6 0.2 6.6 2.2

British Virgin Islands 1991 1.3 0.2 14.3 7.1

Cayman Islands 1989 5.8 1.8 36.2 19.8

Cuba 1981 28.9 6.7 73.5 40.5

Dominica 2001 0.2 0.2 4.7 1.0

Dominican Republic 1996 28.9 4.4 66.1 32.3

Grenada 1991 0.6 0.1 6.3 1.1

Guadeloupe 1999 0.7 0.2 7.0 1.5

Haiti 2000 19.4 2.6 57.3 29.8

Jamaica 1997 6.9 .. 27.8 ..

Martinique 1999 0.4 0.1 3.9 0.9

Montserrat 1980 0.3 0.5 8.8 2.2

Netherlands Antilles 2001 0.8 0.2 12.3 4.5

Puerto Rico 1995 19.5 .. 55.0 ..

Saint Kitts and Nevis 1980 0.5 0.1 7.7 2.4

Saint Lucia 2001 5.5 1.0 26.9 12.3

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2002 16.4 4.5 47.9 25.6

Trinidad and Tobago 1990 9.0 1.1 27.4 10.6

Turks and Caicos Islands 1980 3.0 0.4 40.0 13.7

U.S. Virgin Islands 1995 3.2 4.1 15.5 5.5

Central America
Belize 1991 7.8 1.4 30.9 18.0

Costa Rica 2003 11.5 3.1 44.4 23.3

El Salvador 2000 15.9 4.4 49.9 34.4

Guatemala 1998 26.0 .. 69.5 ..

Honduras 1996 30.5 .. 68.3 ..

Mexico 2000 17.2 5.9 52.3 37.9

Nicaragua 1998 34.3 .. 75.1 ..

Panama 2000 22.0 4.8 57.6 32.9

South America
Argentina 1991 12.5 2.7 45.3 25.6

Bolivia 1998 12.2 5.2 53.4 33.5

Brazil 1996 16.7 4.3 52.6 29.1

Chile 1992 11.6 5.3 43.9 25.4

Colombia 2000 17.5 3.4 50.0 26.8

Ecuador 2001 22.0 7.1 57.0 38.0

Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 1986 .. .. .. ..

French Guiana 1999 0.8 — 6.5 1.5

Guyana 1991 6.9 0.8 26.7 12.0

Paraguay 1998 16.9 .. 56.7 ..

Peru 2000 11.3 .. 47.1 ..

Suriname 1964 19.7 2.8 61.3 35.9

Uruguay 1996 12.7 3.4 44.7 26.8

Venezuela 1990 14.0 4.2 43.5 26.2
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Annex table 2. Youth that have ever been married as a proportion of the total population (most recent data available)

Marriage

Year
15-19

Female
15-19
Male

20-24
Female

20-24
Male

Region and subregion Country

Percentage of youth that have ever married by 
age (years) and sex

NORTHERN AMERICA
Bermuda 2000 0.4 0.2 13.9 5.4

Canada 2003 3.0 1.0 25.0 13.0

Greenland 1999 0.5 0.1 12.0 3.6

Saint-Pierre et Miquelon 1982 2.1 — 45.2 16.0

United States of America 2000 .. .. 27.2 16.3

OCEANIA
Australia/New Zealand

Australia 2001 0.5 0.1 13.1 5.7

New Zealand 1996 6.2 2.7 33.5 21.4

Melanesia
Fiji 1996 10.3 1.7 54.1 22.5

New Caledonia 1996 1.2 0.1 13.1 4.1

Papua New Guinea 1980 17.6 4.2 73.3 36.0

Solomon Islands 1986 19.1 3.1 65.0 31.2

Vanuatu 1989 12.0 2.3 56.9 29.1

Micronesia
Guam 1990 5.9 2.1 45.2 29.3

Kiribati 1990 19.2 6.1 65.5 38.6

Marshall Islands 1999 14.3 7.7 57.7 40.2

Micronesia (Federated States of) 1994 10.2 4.1 43.4 28.9

Nauru .. .. .. .. ..

Northern Mariana Islands .. .. .. .. ..

Palau .. .. .. .. ..

Polynesia
American Samoa 1990 4.7 1.6 35.1 16.0

Cook Islands 1996 2.1 1.3 17.4 12.1

French Polynesia 1962 — — 0.7 0.1

Niue .. .. .. .. ..

Samoa 1999 8.3 1.1 50.7 19.0

Tokelau 1976 1.4 2.6 24.1 30.4

Tonga 1996 4.9 1.8 33.4 17.7

Tuvalu 1979 3.2 0.2 33.4 14.5

Wallis and Futuna Islands 1990 2.8 0.1 25.8 8.8

Source: United Nations, Population Division, World Marriage Patterns 2005  (POP/DB/Marr/Rev.2005).

Notes:

An dash (—) indicates that the amount is nil or negligible.
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.
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Annex table 3. Youth literacy rates (most recent data available)
Literacy

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

AFRICA Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.2 80.3 75.2
Eastern Africa Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 67.4 75.6 71.5

Burundi 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.4 76.8 73.3 MICS 2000
Comoros .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Djibouti .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Eritrea .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ethiopia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Kenya 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 80.7 79.8 80.3 MICS 2000
Madagascar 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 68.2 72.7 70.2 MICS 2000
Malawi 1998 76.6 83.3 79.9 64.6 80.6 71.7 70.7 82.1 76.0 c 1998
Mauritius 2000 96.4 94.4 95.4 94.5 93.0 93.8 95.4 93.7 94.5 c 2000
Mozambique .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Réunion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Rwanda 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 76.9 78.5 77.6 MICS 2000
Seychelles 2002 99.4 98.9 99.1 99.4 98.7 99.0 99.4 98.8 99.1 c 2002
Somalia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tanzania, United Republic of 2002 75.9 79.9 77.8 76.5 82.3 79.0 76.2 80.9 78.4 c 2002
Uganda 2002 .. .. .. .. .. .. 71.2 82.7 76.6 c 2002
Zambia 1999 .. .. .. .. .. .. 66.2 72.6 69.5 MICS 1999
Zimbabwe .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Middle Africa Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 60.5 77.6 68.6
Angola 2001 .. .. .. .. .. .. 63.2 83.7 72.2 MICS 2001
Cameroon .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Central African Republic 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 46.9 70.3 58.5 MICS 2000
Chad 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 23.2 55.7 37.6 MICS 2001
Congo .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Congo, Democratic Republic of the 2001 .. .. .. .. .. .. 63.1 78.0 70.4 MICS 2001
Equatorial Guinea 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 94.9 94.8 94.9 MICS 2000
Gabon .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sao Tome and Principe .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Northern Africa Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 77.2 89.0 83.1 ..
Algeria 2002 88.8 93.9 91.3 83.1 94.3 88.8 86.1 94.1 90.1 s 2002
Egypt 2005 84.6 90.5 87.7 72.3 89.7 81.9 78.9 90.1 84.9 s 2005
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Morocco 2004 67.3 84.3 75.7 53.4 77.0 64.8 60.5 80.8 70.5 c 2004
Sudan* 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 71.4 84.6 77.2 MICS 2000
Tunisia 2004 94.3 96.9 95.7 90.1 95.8 93.0 92.2 96.4 94.3 c 2004
Western Sahara .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Southern Africa Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 94.0 92.4 93.2
Botswana 2003 94.9 92.5 93.7 96.4 91.6 94.2 95.6 92.1 94.0 s 2003
Lesotho .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Namibia 2001 94.0 91.1 92.6 92.8 91.2 92.0 93.5 91.2 92.3 c 2001
South Africa 1996 95.3 94.0 94.7 93.3 92.9 93.1 94.3 93.5 93.9 c 1996
Swaziland 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 89.8 87.0 88.4 MICS 2000

Western Africa Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 67.1 77.5 72.1
Benin 2002 38.0 61.5 49.6 28.4 56.2 40.3 33.2 59.2 45.3 c 2002
Burkina Faso 2003 27.5 38.1 32.7 21.6 38.8 29.3 24.8 38.4 31.2 s 2003
Cape Verde .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Côte d'Ivoire 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 52.1 70.8 60.7 MICS 2000
Gambia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ghana 2000 70.8 77.4 74.2 59.6 74.2 66.6 65.5 75.9 70.7 c 2000
Guinea 2003 .. .. .. .. .. .. 33.7 58.7 46.6 MICS 2003
Guinea-Bissau .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Percentage of youth population that is literate, by age and sex
Region and subregion

Year
Country Source/year15-19 years 20-24 years 15-24 years



263World YYOOUUTTHH Report 2007Statistical Annex

Annex table 3. Youth literacy rates (most recent data available)
Literacy

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Percentage of youth population that is literate, by age and sex
Region and subregion

Year
Country Source/year15-19 years 20-24 years 15-24 years

Liberia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Mali 1998 18.2 33.7 25.7 15.1 30.3 22.3 16.9 32.3 24.2 c 1998
Mauritania 2000 58.0 68.3 63.0 52.3 66.9 59.2 55.5 67.7 61.3 c 2000
Niger 2005 26.3 53.9 39.4 19.8 50.5 33.1 23.2 52.4 36.5 s 2005
Nigeria .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
St. Helena .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Senegal 2002 41.3 57.8 49.0 40.5 59.3 49.3 41.0 58.5 49.1 s 2002
Sierra Leone 2004 43.4 63.1 52.9 29.6 53.6 40.5 37.2 59.1 47.6 c 2004
Togo 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 63.6 83.7 74.4 MICS 2000

ASIA Regional average 2005 82.4 90.4 86.5
Eastern Asia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 98.5 99.2 98.9

China 2000 98.8 99.3 99.1 98.2 99.1 98.6 98.5 99.2 98.9 c 2000
Hong Kong, China SAR .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Japan .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Macao, China SAR 2001 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.1 99.5 99.8 99.4 99.6 c 2001
Korea, Democratic People’s Republic of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Korea, Republic of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Mongolia 2000 97.9 95.8 96.8 99.1 98.4 98.7 98.4 97.0 97.7 c 2000

South-central Asia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 64.8 81.0 73.2
Afghanistan 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 18.4 50.8 34.3 MICS 2000
Bangladesh .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bhutan .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
India 2001 72.7 85.0 79.3 62.5 83.3 73.2 67.7 84.2 76.4 c 2001
Iran, Islamic Republic of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Kazakhstan 2005 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.9 99.9 99.8 99.8 c 1999
Kyrgyzstan 2005 99.7 99.6 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.7 99.7 99.7 c 1999
Maldives 2000 98.3 97.9 98.1 98.3 98.2 98.3 98.3 98.0 98.2 c 2000
Nepal 2001 66.2 82.5 74.3 53.4 78.2 65.0 60.1 80.6 70.1 c 2001
Pakistan 2005 58.1 76.7 67.8 50.5 74.6 62.6 54.7 75.8 65.5 s 2005
Sri Lanka 2001 96.7 95.6 96.1 95.5 94.5 95.0 96.1 95.1 95.6 c 2001
Tajikistan 2005 99.9 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 c 2000
Turkmenistan 2005 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 c 1995
Uzbekistan .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

South-eastern Asia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 95.9 96.5 96.2
Brunei Darussalam 2001 99.4 99.4 99.4 98.5 98.4 98.5 98.9 98.9 98.9 c 2001
Cambodia 2004 82.9 89.6 86.3 74.5 85.9 80.0 78.9 87.9 83.4 s 2004
Timor-Leste .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Indonesia 2004 98.8 98.9 98.8 98.3 98.8 98.6 98.5 98.9 98.7 s 2004
Lao People's Democratic Republic 2001 77.1 83.6 80.3 71.1 80.9 75.6 74.7 82.6 78.5 s 2001
Malaysia 2000 97.8 97.8 97.8 96.6 96.6 96.6 97.3 97.2 97.2 c 2000
Myanmar 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 93.4 95.7 94.5 MICS 2000
Philippines 2000 95.5 94.1 94.8 96.0 94.9 95.4 95.7 94.5 95.1 c 2000
Singapore 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.6 99.4 99.5 c 2000
Thailand 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 97.8 98.1 98.0 c 2000
Viet Nam 1999 94.5 94.9 94.7 93.1 93.7 93.4 93.6 94.2 93.9 c 1999

Western Asia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 88.5 95.2 91.9
Armenia 2005 99.8 99.7 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.8 c 2001
Azerbaijan 2005 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.9 99.9 99.9 c 1999
Bahrain 2001 99.4 99.4 99.4 95.2 94.8 95.0 97.3 96.8 97.0 c 2001
Cyprus 2001 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.8 c 2001
Georgia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Iraq 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 80.5 88.9 84.8 MICS 2000
Israel 2004 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.1 100.0 99.6 99.6 100.0 99.8 s 2004
Jordan 2003 99.2 99.5 99.4 98.6 99.1 98.9 98.9 99.3 99.1 s 2003
Kuwait 2005 99.9 99.9 99.9 99.7 99.5 99.6 99.8 99.7 99.7 c 2005
Lebanon 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Occupied Palestinian Territory 2005 99.2 99.1 99.2 98.3 99.2 98.8 98.8 99.1 99.0 s 2004
Oman 2003 97.5 98.7 98.1 95.7 97.0 96.4 96.7 97.9 97.3 c 2003
Qatar 2004 97.7 98.5 98.1 97.3 92.9 94.3 97.5 94.9 95.9 c 2004
Saudi Arabia 2000 95.5 98.4 97.0 91.6 97.7 94.7 93.7 98.1 95.9 s 2000

Western Africa (cont’d)
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Annex table 3. Youth literacy rates (most recent data available)
Literacy

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Percentage of youth population that is literate, by age and sex
Region and subregion

Year
Country Source/year15-19 years 20-24 years 15-24 years

Syrian Arab Republic 2004 91.8 95.0 93.4 88.4 93.5 90.9 90.2 94.3 92.2 s 2002
Turkey 2004 93.7 98.2 96.0 93.0 97.9 95.2 93.3 98.0 95.6 s 2004
United Arab Emirates .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Yemen .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

EUROPE Regional average 2005 99.7 99.6 99.6
Eastern Europe Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.6 99.5 99.5

Belarus 1999 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 c 1999
Bulgaria 2001 97.8 98.0 97.9 98.4 98.6 98.5 98.1 98.3 98.2 c 2001
Czech Republic .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Hungary .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Poland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Republic of Moldova 2004 99.7 99.5 99.6 99.4 99.5 99.4 99.5 99.5 99.5 s 2004
Romania 2002 97.8 97.6 97.7 97.8 97.8 97.8 97.8 97.7 97.8 c 2002
Russian Federation 2002 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.7 c 2002
Slovakia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Northern Europe Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.7 99.7 99.7
Channel Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Denmark .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Estonia 2000 99.8 99.7 99.8 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.8 c 2000
Faeroe Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Finland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Isle of Man .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia 2000 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.8 99.7 99.8 99.8 99.7 99.8 c 2000
Lithuania 2001 99.8 99.7 99.7 99.7 99.6 99.6 99.7 99.7 99.7 c 2001
Norway .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sweden .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
United Kingdom .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Southern Europe Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.6 99.6 99.6
Albania 2001 99.5 99.4 99.4 99.5 99.4 99.4 99.5 99.4 99.4 c 2001
Andorra .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bosnia and Herzegovina 2000 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.8 99.7 99.8 MICS 2000
Croatia 2001 99.7 99.6 99.6 99.7 99.6 99.7 99.7 99.6 99.6
Gibraltar .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Greece 2005 99.1 99.2 99.2 98.9 98.6 98.7 99.5 99.5 99.5 c 2001
Holy See .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Italy 2001 99.9 99.8 99.9 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 99.8 c 2001
Malta 1995 98.1 94.6 96.3 97.5 94.1 95.7 97.8 94.4 96.0 c 1995
Portugal .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
San Marino .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Serbia and Montenegro** (former) 2003 99.3 99.4 99.3 99.3 99.4 99.4 99.3 99.4 99.4 c 2003
Slovenia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Spain .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 2002 98.5 99.0 98.7 98.5 99.0 98.7 98.5 99.0 98.7 c 2002

Western Asia (cont’d)
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Annex table 3. Youth literacy rates (most recent data available)
Literacy

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Percentage of youth population that is literate, by age and sex
Region and subregion

Year
Country Source/year15-19 years 20-24 years 15-24 years

Western Europe Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.9 99.7 99.8
Austria .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Belgium .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
France .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Liechtenstein .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Luxembourg .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Monaco .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Switzerland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 96.4 95.6 96.0
Caribbean Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 88.7 86.9 87.8

Anguilla .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Antigua and Barbuda .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Aruba 2000 99.2 99.1 99.1 99.1 98.6 98.9 99.2 98.9 99.0 c 2000
Bahamas .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Barbados .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
British Virgin Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Cayman Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Cuba 2002 100.0 100.0 100.0 99.9 99.9 99.9 100.0 100.0 100.0 c 2002
Dominica .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Dominican Republic 2002 96.6 94.4 95.5 94.2 91.5 92.8 95.4 93.0 94.2 c 2002
Grenada .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Guadeloupe .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Haiti .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Jamaica*** 1999 .. .. .. .. .. .. 85.9 74.1 79.9 s 1999
Martinique .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Montserrat .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands Antilles .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Puerto Rico .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Saint Kitts and Nevis .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Saint Lucia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Trinidad and Tobago .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Turks and Caicos Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
U.S. Virgin Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Central America Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 94.8 95.1 95.0
Belize .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Costa Rica 2000 98.3 97.4 97.9 97.7 96.9 97.3 98.0 97.2 97.6 c 2000
El Salvador .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Guatemala 2002 81.2 87.4 84.2 75.3 85.2 79.9 78.4 86.4 82.2 c 2002
Honduras 2001 92.0 87.3 89.7 89.6 86.3 88.1 90.9 86.9 88.9 c 2001
Mexico 2004 97.9 98.1 98.0 97.3 96.8 97.1 97.6 97.5 97.6 s 2004
Nicaragua 2001 90.7 84.7 87.7 86.4 82.1 84.3 88.8 83.6 86.2 s 2001
Panama 2000 95.9 96.6 96.3 95.3 96.5 95.9 95.6 96.5 96.1 c 2000

South America Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 97.9 96.7 97.3
Argentina 2001 99.2 98.9 99.0 99.0 98.6 98.8 99.1 98.7 98.9 c 2001
Bolivia 2001 97.1 98.8 98.0 95.0 98.3 96.6 96.1 98.5 97.3 c 2001
Brazil 2004 98.5 96.7 97.6 97.3 94.8 96.1 97.9 95.8 96.8 s 2004
Chile 2002 99.2 98.9 99.0 99.2 98.7 98.9 99.2 98.8 99.0 c 2002
Colombia 2004 98.8 97.5 98.1 98.0 97.6 97.8 98.4 97.6 98.0 s 2004
Ecuador 2001 96.6 96.3 96.4 96.4 96.5 96.4 96.5 96.4 96.4 c 2001
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
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Annex table 3. Youth literacy rates (most recent data available)

Literacy

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

Percentage of youth population that is literate, by age and sex
Region and subregion

Year
Country Source/year15-19 years 20-24 years 15-24 years

French Guiana .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Guyana .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Paraguay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Peru 2004 96.1 98.0 97.1 95.1 97.5 96.3 95.7 97.8 96.8 s 2004
Suriname 2004 94.8 95.5 95.2 93.5 95.7 94.6 94.1 95.6 94.9 c 2004
Uruguay .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Venezuela 2001 98.3 96.5 97.4 97.8 96.1 97.0 98.1 96.3 97.2 c 2001

NORTHERN AMERICA Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.2 99.3 99.3
Bermuda .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Canada .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Greenland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Saint-Pierre et Miquelon .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
United States of America .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

OCEANIA Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 91.4 92.5 92.0
Australia/New Zealand Regional average 2005 99.8 99.8 99.8

Australia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
New Zealand .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Melanesia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 70.1 74.4 72.3
Fiji .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
New Caledonia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Papua New Guinea 2000 67.0 66.0 64.8 71.8 67.5 63.2 69.1 66.7 64.1 c 2000
Solomon Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Vanuatu .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Micronesia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 87.8 91.2 89.4
Guam .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Kiribati .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Marshall Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Micronesia, Federated States of .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Nauru .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Northern Mariana Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Palau .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Polynesia Regional average 2005 .. .. .. .. .. .. 99.5 99.4 99.5
American Samoa .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Cook Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
French Polynesia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Niue .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Pitcairn .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Samoa .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tokelau .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Tonga 1996 99.4 99.5 99.6 99.1 99.1 99.1 99.3 99.3 99.4 c 1996
Tuvalu .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..
Wallis and Futuna Islands .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2006 data release.

Data for the UNESCO Institute of Statistics literacy table are for the reference period 2000-2004. For this time interval, the latest available data point is presented in each case. Most of these data are obtained 
from national surveys and censuses that were undertaken during the reference period 2000-2004 unless otherwise indicated in the last column of the table. The use of one literacy rate to represent a five-year 
period has been adopted because literacy rates do not fluctuate significantly over the short term, and, therefore, year-to-year estimates of short-term change can be unreliable in the absence of observed data. 
Please refer to the list of literacy definitions (http://www.uis.unesco.org/glossary/) and other metadata when interpreting the data.

* Sudan: data are for northern Sudan only.
** Serbia and Montenegro: data exclude Kosovo and Metohia.
*** Jamaica: data are based on a literacy assessment.

Calculations based on population data drawn from:

Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.

Symbols used:
United Nations Population Division estimate (2004 revision). The population estimate used corresponds to the year of the census/survey.

c: census
MICS: Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/statistics).
s: survey

Explanatory note: 

Notes:

South America (cont’d)
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 C
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0.
0

99
.5

1.
00

80
.3

75
.8

85
.2

1.
12

..
..

..
..

To
ke

la
u

93
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at
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n
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ra
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0.
94

27
.7

33
.6

21
.7

0.
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ca
ti

o
n
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Annex table 6. Primary to secondary school transition rates (most recent data available)
Education

Region and subregion Country Year Note Total Male Female

AFRICA
Eastern Africa Burundi 2003 34.3 35.4 32.9 0.93

Comoros 2003 66.7 71.6 60.7 0.85
Djibouti 2003 ** 59.2 60.4 57.5 0.95
Eritrea 2004 ** 80.6 80.5 80.7 1.00
Ethiopia 2004 84.6 84.3 84.9 1.01
Kenya .. .. .. .. ..
Madagascar 2003 55.4 55.8 54.9 0.98
Malawi 2001 76.0 78.5 73.2 0.93
Mauritius 2004 ** 66.5 61.0 72.4 1.19
Mozambique 2001 44.5 43.3 46.4 1.07
Reunion .. .. .. .. ..
Rwanda .. .. .. .. ..
Seychelles 2003 94.9 92.5 97.3 1.05
Somalia .. .. .. .. ..
Uganda 2003 ** 36.2 36.1 36.4 1.01
Tanzania, United Republic of 2004 ** 33.2 33.6 32.8 0.98
Zambia 2001 ** 54.0 51.5 57.2 1.11
Zimbabwe 2002 ** 69.7 69.3 70.2 1.01

Middle Africa Angola .. .. .. .. ..
Cameroon 2003 48.0 46.9 49.4 1.05
Central African Republic .. .. .. .. ..
Chad 2003 ** 55.5 59.7 46.4 0.78
Congo 2003 78.2 78.5 77.9 0.99
Democratic Republic of the Congo .. .. .. .. ..
Equatorial Guinea .. .. .. .. ..
Gabon .. .. .. .. ..
Sao Tome and Principe 2003 55.2 57.2 53.2 0.93

Northern Africa Algeria 2003 78.8 75.5 82.6 1.09
Egypt 2003 ** 86.1 83.2 89.4 1.08
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya .. .. .. .. ..
Morocco 2003 78.7 78.1 79.4 1.02
Sudan 2003 89.8 88.0 91.8 1.04
Tunisia 2003 88.0 85.7 90.4 1.05
Western Sahara .. .. .. .. ..

Southern Africa Botswana 2003 ** 98.8 99.7 97.9 0.98
Lesotho 2003 62.7 63.6 62.1 0.98
Namibia 2002 ** 87.9 87.4 88.5 1.01
South Africa 2002 95.2 94.4 96.1 1.02
Swaziland 2002 77.1 76.0 78.3 1.03

Western Africa Benin 2002 51.1 51.1 51.0 1.00
Burkina Faso 2003 ** 39.8 41.6 37.5 0.90
Cape Verde 2003 72.4 68.9 75.9 1.10
Côte d'Ivoire 2001 39.7 41.9 36.3 0.87
Gambia 1999 ** 82.3 83.3 81.1 0.97
Ghana 2004 ** 97.3 95.1 100.0 1.05
Guinea 2003 67.9 72.8 59.8 0.82
Guinea-Bissau 2000 ** 63.2 66.0 58.5 0.89
Liberia .. .. .. .. ..
Mali 2003 59.7 61.6 56.7 0.92
Mauritania 2003 45.3 46.9 43.7 0.93
Niger 2003 49.5 50.7 47.6 0.94
Nigeria .. .. .. .. ..
Saint Helena .. .. .. .. ..
Senegal 2003 47.1 48.8 44.9 0.92
Sierra Leone .. .. .. ..
Togo 2003 64.4 67.0 60.7 0.91

ASIA
Eastern Asia China .. .. .. .. ..

Hong Kong, China SAR 2003 99.8 99.8 99.7 1.00
Japan .. .. .. ..
Korea, Democratic People's Republic of .. .. .. .. ..
Korea, Republic of 2004 98.7 99.1 98.2 0.99
Macao, China SAR 2003 92.1 89.1 95.3 1.07
Mongolia 2003 99.0 99.2 98.9 1.00

South-central Asia Afghanistan .. .. .. .. ..
Bangladesh 2002 95.4 91.8 98.9 1.08
Bhutan 2000 82.5 82.3 82.6 1.00
India 2003 85.1 87.5 82.2 0.94
Iran, Islamic Republic of 2003 98.7 97.6 100.0 1.02
Kazakhstan 2003 99.8 100.0 99.5 1.00
Kyrgyzstan 2003 99.0 98.0 100.0 1.02
Maldives 2002 ** 60.2 54.5 66.0 1.21
Nepal 2003 ** 75.8 78.0 73.0 0.94

Female/male
ratio*

 The number of pupils admitted to the first grade of secondary education in specified year, expressed as a percentage of the number of pupils 
enrolled in the final grade of primary education in the previous year, by region, country and sex
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Annex table 6. Primary to secondary school transition rates (most recent data available)
Education

Region and subregion Country Year Note Total Male Female

Female/male
ratio*

 The number of pupils admitted to the first grade of secondary education in specified year, expressed as a percentage of the number of pupils 
enrolled in the final grade of primary education in the previous year, by region, country and sex

Pakistan 2004 69.0 67.0 72.0 1.07
Sri Lanka 2002 ** 97.0 96.4 97.7 1.01
Tajikistan 2003 ** 97.9 98.3 97.5 0.99
Turkmenistan .. .. .. .. ..
Uzbekistan 2002 ** 99.6 100.0 99.2 0.99

South-eastern Asia Brunei Darussalam 2003 ** 89.4 86.7 92.7 1.07
Cambodia 2003 83.0 85.3 80.3 0.94
Indonesia 2003 83.5 83.5 83.5 1.00
Lao People's Democratic Republic 2003 77.9 79.9 75.5 0.95
Malaysia 2000 99.7 100.0 99.5 0.99
Myanmar 2004 ** 71.7 72.3 71.0 0.98
Philippines 2003 96.6 97.1 96.1 0.99
Singapore .. .. .. .. ..
Thailand .. .. .. .. ..
Timor-Leste .. .. .. .. ..
Viet Nam 2002 ** 99.7 99.4 100.0 1.01

Western Asia Armenia 2003 ** 98.8 97.7 100.0 1.02
Azerbaijan 2003 99.0 98.8 99.2 1.00
Bahrain 2003 97.3 95.5 99.2 1.04
Cyprus 2003 99.8 99.6 100.0 1.00
Georgia 2002 98.3 98.1 98.5 1.00
Iraq 1999 ** 72.6 78.9 64.2 0.81
Israel 2003 74.1 74.1 74.1 1.00
Jordan 2003 97.0 97.3 96.7 0.99
Kuwait 2003 ** 95.1 95.5 94.7 0.99
Lebanon 2003 85.8 82.8 88.8 1.07
Oman 2003 99.4 99.4 99.3 1.00
Palestinian Autonomous Territories 2003 99.9 100.0 99.8 1.00
Qatar 2000 ** 95.5 91.4 100.0 1.09
Saudi Arabia 2003 96.7 100.0 93.2 0.93
Syrian Arab Republic 2003 93.8 92.8 94.8 1.02
Turkey 2003 ** 91.1 93.3 88.5 0.95
United Arab Emirates 2003 96.3 96.4 96.3 1.00
Yemen .. .. .. .. ..

EUROPE
Eastern Europe Belarus 2003 98.8 100.0 97.5 0.97

Bulgaria 2003 95.7 95.6 95.7 1.00
Czech Republic 2003 99.2 99.0 99.4 1.00
Hungary 2003 ** 98.6 98.1 99.0 1.01
Poland 2003 ** 98.5
Republic of Moldova 2003 98.1 97.2 99.1 1.02
Romania 2003 98.2 98.0 98.3 1.00
Russian Federation .. .. .. .. ..
Slovakia 2003 98.2 98.0 98.5 1.01
Ukraine 2001 ** 99.4 98.9 100.0 1.01

Northern Europe Denmark 2001 100.0 100.0 99.9 1.00
Estonia 2003 96.3 94.3 98.6 1.05
Faeroe Islands .. .. .. .. ..
Finland 2003 99.9 99.8 100.0 1.00
Iceland 2002 99.6 99.2 100.0 1.01
Ireland 2002 100.0 .. .. ..
Latvia 2003 98.0 97.3 98.6 1.01
Lithuania 2003 99.0 98.9 99.1 1.00
Norway 2003 99.8 99.6 100.0 1.00
Sweden .. .. .. .. ..
United Kingdom .. .. .. .. ..

Southern Europe Albania 2002 ** 98.8 97.8 100.0 1.02
Andorra 2003 95.5 95.2 95.9 1.01
Bosnia and Herzegovina .. .. .. .. ..
Croatia 2002 99.9 99.8 100.0 1.00
Gibraltar .. .. .. .. ..
Greece .. .. .. .. ..
Holy See .. .. .. .. ..
Italy 2003 99.7 100.0 99.3 0.99
Malta 2003 97.0 94.3 100.0 1.06
Portugal .. .. .. .. ..
San Marino .. .. .. .. ..
Serbia and Montenegro (former) .. .. .. .. ..
Slovenia 2002 ** 99.4 100.0 98.7 0.99
Spain .. .. .. .. ..
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 2003 98.3 98.8 97.8 0.99

Western Europe Austria .. .. .. .. ..
Belgium .. .. .. .. ..
France 1999 ** 98.7 99.1 98.3 0.99

South-central Asia (cont’d)
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Annex table 6. Primary to secondary school transition rates (most recent data available)
Education

Region and subregion Country Year Note Total Male Female

Female/male
ratio*

 The number of pupils admitted to the first grade of secondary education in specified year, expressed as a percentage of the number of pupils 
enrolled in the final grade of primary education in the previous year, by region, country and sex

Germany 2003 98.7 98.8 98.6 1.00
Liechtenstein 2003 100.0 .. .. ..
Luxembourg .. .. .. .. ..
Monaco .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands 2003 ** 98.1 96.4 100.0 1.04
Switzerland 2003 99.9 99.8 100.0 1.00

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Caribbean Anguilla 2003 100.0 .. .. ..

Antigua and Barbuda .. .. .. .. ..
Aruba 2003 99.2 98.4 100.0 1.02
Bahamas 2003 ** 95.0 96.5 93.6 0.97
Barbados 2003 98.1 96.3 100.0 1.04
British Virgin Islands 2001 ** 69.0 62.2 76.2 1.22
Cayman Islands 2001 90.8 89.0 92.9 1.04
Cuba 2003 98.5 98.0 99.0 1.01
Dominica 2002 93.6 93.6 93.6 1.00
Dominican Republic 2003 ** 87.4 87.5 87.4 1.00
Grenada 2000 ** 75.0 56.6 97.1 1.72
Guadeloupe .. .. .. .. ..
Haiti .. .. .. .. ..
Jamaica 2000 94.4 96.5 92.4 0.96
Martinique .. .. .. ..
Montserrat .. .. .. .. ..
Netherlands Antilles 1999 ** 48.3 43.8 52.5 1.20
Puerto Rico .. .. .. .. ..
Saint Kitts and Nevis 2000 100.0 .. .. ..
Saint Lucia 2003 ** 68.8 62.5 75.6 1.21
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 2003 73.7 68.4 78.5 1.15
Trinidad and Tobago 2003 *** 97.5 96.5 98.5 1.02

Turks and Caicos Islands 2002 71.6 72.0 71.1 0.99
U. S. Virgin Islands .. .. .. .. ..

Central America Belize 2003 87.0 84.6 89.4 1.06
Costa Rica 2002 ** 91.6 91.7 91.4 1.00
El Salvador 2003 ** 94.1 94.2 94.1 1.00
Guatemala 2003 ** 96.1 97.1 95.0 0.98
Honduras .. .. .. .. ..
Mexico 2003 93.6 94.8 92.4 0.98
Nicaragua 1999 99.2 100.0 98.3 0.98
Panama 2003 ** 64.1 63.3 65.0 1.03

South America Argentina 2002 92.8 91.7 93.8 1.02
Bolivia 2003 ** 91.4 92.1 90.7 0.99
Brazil 2000 ** 84.0
Chile 2003 96.5 95.3 97.8 1.03
Colombia 2003 ** 99.8 99.5 100.0 1.00
Ecuador 2003 73.6 76.0 71.2 0.94
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) .. .. .. .. ..
French Guiana .. .. .. .. ..
Guyana 1999 67.6 64.7 70.7 1.09
Paraguay 2002 90.8 90.9 90.6 1.00
Peru 2003 94.9 95.8 94.0 0.98
Suriname 2002 ** 12.5 15.2 10.0 0.66
Uruguay 2002 81.5 75.6 87.5 1.16
Venezuela 2003 98.2 96.7 99.6 1.03

NORTHERN AMERICA
Bermuda 2001 100.0
Canada .. .. .. .. ..
Greenland .. .. .. .. ..
Saint-Pierre et Miquelon .. .. .. .. ..
United States of America .. .. .. .. ..

OCEANIA
Australia 2002 ** 99.9 99.9 99.8 1.00
New Zealand .. .. .. .. ..

Melanesia Fiji 2003 99.5 100.0 98.9 0.99
New Caledonia .. .. .. .. ..
Papua New Guinea 2002 ** 76.8 77.0 76.5 0.99
Solomon Islands 2002 ** 69.8 71.4 67.9 0.95
Vanuatu 2003 ** 51.4 49.5 53.4 1.08

Micronesia Guam .. .. .. .. ..
Kiribati .. .. .. .. ..
Marshall Islands .. .. .. .. ..
Micronesia, Federated States of .. .. .. .. ..
Nauru 2001 81.9 75.4 89.0 1.18
Palau .. .. .. .. ..

Western Europe (cont’d)
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Annex table 6. Primary to secondary school transition rates (most recent data available)
Education

Region and subregion Country Year Note Total Male Female

Female/male
ratio*

 The number of pupils admitted to the first grade of secondary education in specified year, expressed as a percentage of the number of pupils 
enrolled in the final grade of primary education in the previous year, by region, country and sex

Polynesia American Samoa .. .. .. .. ..
Cook Islands .. .. .. .. ..
French Polynesia .. .. .. .. ..
Niue .. .. .. .. ..
Samoa 2003 ** 96.3 95.3 97.4 1.02
Tokelau 2002 87.5 91.7 82.1 0.90
Tonga 2003 ** 76.5 74.6 78.7 1.05
Tuvalu 2001 69.3 84.6 53.4 0.63

Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics.

Notes:
Two dots (..) indicate that data are not available or are not separately reported.
* A ratio of less than 1 means that girls are less likely to make the transition from primary to secondary school than boys.
** UIS estimation.
*** National estimation.
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p
er

 
d

ay

L
es

s 
th

an
 

U
S

$ 
2 

p
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