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Preface

More than ten years after the adoption of the World Programme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond, it is clear that opportunities for young people have
expanded in all world regions. However, major constraints persist. Youth around the
world are presented with challenges and opportunities that are similar in many
respects; however, the attendant dimensions and implications of these challenges and
opportunities and the required policy interventions differ from one geographical and
economic area to another.

In acknowledgement of these differences, the World Youth Report 2007—Young
People’s Transition to Adulthood: Progress and Challenges adopts a regional
approach, highlighting the distinctive circumstances faced by young people living in
each part of the world as they struggle to deal with issues of universal relevance.
Each substantive chapter includes an overview of selected youth development chal-
lenges and constraints, focusing particularly on obstacles and opportunities relating
to employment, education, poverty, and health (including HIV/AIDS), as well as area-
specific socio-economic phenomena. 

The Report highlights the unique aspects of youth development in various
regions but emphasizes that young people the world over are ultimately constrained
in their efforts to contribute to their own development and that of their communities
by the absence of adequate opportunities to participate fully in the broader process
of development. Priority must be given to enhancing the role of youth in all areas
of social and economic development; this not only benefits young people them-
selves, but also fosters a sense of community and promotes national and interna-
tional development.

The theme of International Youth Day 2007—Be Seen, Be Heard: Youth
Participation for Development—resonates in the pages to come. In drawing attention
to the obstacles and opportunities young people encounter in all regions of the world,
this Report effectively lays the groundwork for identifying and designing policy inter-
ventions that will offer youth the chance to be seen and heard. 

SHA ZUKANG
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs
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Technical Note
In this publication, unless otherwise indicated, the term “youth” refers to all those
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Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. The term “young people” may be used inter-

changeably with the word “youth” in the text.
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