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More than ten years after the adoption of the World Programme of Action for Youth to
the Year 2000 and Beyond, it is clear that opportunities for young people have
expanded in all world regions. However, major constraints persist. Youth around the
world are presented with challenges and opportunities that are similar in many
respects; however, the attendant dimensions and implications of these challenges and
opportunities and the required policy interventions differ from one geographical and
economic area to another.

In acknowledgement of these differences, the World Youth Report 2007 —Young
People’s Transition to Adulthood: Progress and Challenges adopts a regional
approach, highlighting the distinctive circumstances faced by young people living in
each part of the world as they struggle to deal with issues of universal relevance.
Each substantive chapter includes an overview of selected youth development chal-
lenges and constraints, focusing particularly on obstacles and opportunities relating
to employment, education, poverty, and health (including HIV/AIDS), as well as area-
specific socio-economic phenomena.

The Report highlights the unique aspects of youth development in various
regions but emphasizes that young people the world over are ultimately constrained
in their efforts to contribute to their own development and that of their communities
by the absence of adequate opportunities to participate fully in the broader process
of development. Priority must be given to enhancing the role of youth in all areas
of social and economic development; this not only benefits young people them-
selves, but also fosters a sense of community and promotes national and interna-
tional development.

The theme of International Youth Day 2007—Be Seen, Be Heard: Youth
Participation for Development—resonates in the pages to come. In drawing attention
to the obstacles and opportunities young people encounter in all regions of the world,
this Report effectively lays the groundwork for identifying and designing policy inter-
ventions that will offer youth the chance to be seen and heard.

SHA ZUKANG
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs
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This Report was produced through the collaboration of
United Nations staff, experts and young people.

The World Youth Report 2007—Young People’s Transition to Adulthood: Progress and Challenges represents a collaborative effort
in which a number of experts, organizations and individuals—including young people—have participated.

The staff of the United Nations Programme on Youth, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, were responsible for the prepa-
ration of the report. Johan Schélvinck, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development, and Sergei Zelenev, Chief of
the Social Integration Branch, provided overall leadership and a review of the report as a whole.

Special gratitude goes to the consultants and specialists who provided textual and technical inputs for individual chapters. These
individuals include Julio Carrion, University of Delaware, United States; Francis Chigunta, University of Zambia; Gaspar Faijth,
UNICEF; David Gordon, Townsend Centre for International Policy Research, University of Bristol; Patricia Gordon, private con-
sultant, London; Agnes Hars, KOPINT-DATORG Economic Research Institute, Budapest; S.T. Hettige, Social Policy Analysis and
Research Center, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka; Graeme Hugo, National Center for Social Applications of GIS, University of
Adelaide; Nader Kabbani, American University of Beirut; Om Mathur, National Institute of Public Finance and Policy, New Delhi;
Mark J. Miller, University of Delaware, United States; Mansour Omeira, American University of Beirut; Ernesto Rodriguez, CELAJU-
Latin American Center on Youth, Montevideo, Uruguay; Penelope Schoeffel, independent social development consultant, Sydney;
Youfa Wang, Center for Human Nutrition, Department of International Health, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins
University, Maryland; and Jonathan J.H. Zhu, City University of Hong Kong. Although many of the submissions from the consult-
ants have been revised or expanded to bring them in line with the theme of the report, the contributions of the consultants and spe-
cialists have been invaluable in shaping the final publication.

The report also builds upon background papers presented at various meetings organized by the Division for Social Policy and
Development in 2006, including the Regional Expert Group Meeting on Development Challenges for Young People in Asia, hosted
by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok from 28 to 30 March; and the
Capacity-Building Workshop on Youth Development in Africa, hosted by United Nations Economic Commission for Africa in Addis
Ababa from 27 to 29 June. Joop Theunissen played a key role in the conceptualization and organization of these meetings on
youth and development.

Within the United Nations Secretariat, the core team charged with preparing the major inputs for the report included Fred Doulton,
Anke Green, Charlotte van Hees, Peggy L. Kelly, Emily Krasnor, Julie Larsen, Jane Lowicki-Zucca, Girma Mulugetta, Eric Olson,
Julie Pewitt, Patience Stephens, Makiko Tagashira and Sergei Zelenev. Inputs were also received from Samina Anwar, Irene
Javakadze, Magdalena Krawczyk, and Dania Répke. The United Nations Volunteers programme office in New York provided a
number of examples of volunteerism in sub-Saharan Africa (see boxes 3.3-3.7). The staff of the United Nations Programme on
Youth, led by Patience Stephens, the Focal Point for Youth, undertook the challenging task of arranging and integrating the volu-
minous and diverse pieces of information from various background papers, weaving them into a coherent story on the progress
and challenges of young people around the world, and coordinating the production of the final report.

Emma Dumalag, Sylvie Pailler, Julie Pewitt and Dolores Vicente provided invaluable inputs and substantive editing of the report.

The World Youth Report 2007: Young People’s Transition to Adulthood: Progress and Challenges also reflects the input of youth.
The United Nations Secretariat is thankful to those young people and youth-led organizations that, through their contributions, have
enabled us to see and reflect youth issues through the lenses, perspectives and experiences of young people themselves.

A special acknowledgement goes to the production team, including the editors, Ms. Terri Lore and Ms. Isabella Burns, and the
design and layout by Ms. Diana de Filippi and Ms. Nancy Watt Rosenfeld, for their patience and dedication and for their assid-
vous work against tight deadlines to produce this report.

Deep gratitude also goes to all those who submitted designs, photographs and other contributions to be considered in the
design of this volume.
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Unless otherwise indicated, the following country groupings
and subgroupings have been used in this report:

China, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China, Macao Special Administrative Region of China, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, Republic of Korea, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Islamic Republic of Iran,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia,

Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Viet Nam;

Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Céte d'lvoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guineaq, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mayotte,
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Réunion, Rwanda, Saint Helena, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra

Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Swaziland, Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe;

Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Falkland Islands
(Malvinas), French Guiana, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay,

Venezuela;

Algeria, Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malta, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United Arab

Emirates, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Yemen;

Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvig,
Lithuania, Montenegro, Poland, Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,

Ukraine, Uzbekistan, former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia;

American Samoa, Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize,
British Virgin Islands, Cape Verde, Comoros, Cook Islands, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Fiji, French Polynesia, Grenada,
Guam, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Federated States of Micronesia,
Montserrat, Nauru, Netherlands Antilles, New Caledonia, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Puerto
Rico, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent

and the Grenadines, Suriname, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago;

Australia, Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, ltaly, Japan, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

The following have been used in the report:

ANSEJ Algerian National Agency for the Support of Youth Employment
AUV African Union Volunteers

CARICOM Caribbean Community

CIS Commonwealth of Independent States

ECOWAS Economic Community of West African States

ESL English as a second language

EU European Union



GCC
GDP
HDI
HIV/AIDS
ICT

ILO
INJAZ
NAYOU
NEET
NEPAD
OECD
PADEP
PISA
PRSP
PSE
SADC
SAR
UNAIDS
UNDP
UNESCO
UNICEF
UNV
WAYN

Gulf Cooperation Council

gross domestic product

Human Development Index

human immunodeficiency virus/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
information and communication technologies

International Labour Organization

a Junior Achievement programme (Middle East/North Africa)
National Association of Youth Organizations in Uganda

not in employment, education or training

New Partnership for Africa’s Development

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
Peace and Development Programme (of ECOWAS)
Programme for International Student Assessment

Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey of Britain

Southern African Development Community

Special Administrative Region (of China)

Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Volunteers

West African Youth Network

Technical Note

In this publication, unless otherwise indicated, the term “youth” refers to all those

between the ages of 15 and 24, as reflected in the World Programme of Action for

Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond. The term “young people” may be used inter-

changeably with the word “youth” in the text.
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