Youngster Solidarity Forum Nigeri a

The report | gathered so far, is based on talks | hold with sone of the |eaders
and representatives of various civil organizations we have in Nigeria. Miinly
those in my state and those | carried out personally. This sumuary focuses on
WPAY.

EDUCATI ON

Educati on as one of the ten WPAY priority area, since 1995. Nigerian governnent
can private and social bodies have contributed a lot to realizing the Wrld
Programre of Action for Youth in education perceptive.

My organi zation will not say that illiteracy have been eradicated conpletely,
since WPAY inception but grater inpact have been made. School s physica
structures have been reconstructed both in urban and rural areas but teaching
tools and |ibrary equipnent are still at |arge.

Mlitary factors agai nst WPAY get goals in Nigeria is tribalismand enbezzl enent
of funds set aside for the course.

The chart bel ow shows illiteracy since 1995.
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Majority of Nigeria Youths have gained skills through the Skill Acquisition
Programme organi zed by the Federal, State government and sone civil bodies.

Yes, we have acquire the know edge yet no fund for enployability to thrive.
Ni geri an governnent fail to put into consideration that, those youths that
graduate fromdifferent Skill Acquisition Centres needs nobney to exhibit the
know edge gai ned. Because of, the stignma youth unenpl oynent is escalating in
every m crosecond.

HUNGER AND POVERTY

The research are carried out on hunger and youths, shows that 4 out of 5 youths
in Nigeria have no breakfast, 2 out of 4 get to bed with enpty stomach. Finally,
1 out of 5 have 3 square neal because they are born in to well-to-do hones.

The contributing factors to hunger and poverty anong N gerian youths are:
i. They shy away from anything concerning farmn ng

ii. Lack of funds to self-enploynment
iii. Restiveness.



THE ENVI RONMENT

The youth participation in environnmental activities is not the only thing WPAY
can encourage. Have WPAY pronoters fail to ask whether they environnent is
serene and conducive for youth activities.

Yes, we participate in Comrunity Devel oprment which we call CD. Let’'s use Aba a
city in Abia State and Onitsha in Ananbra State. These two cities are densely
popul ated and their crine rate is optimal. Youth activities in these cities wll
be di sturbed.

Abi a state governnent started palmtree planting programme in 2002 where all the
youths in Abia State were enjoined to participate in youth organization on their
own initiated ornanental planting in all the ngjor

streets.

DRUG ABUSE

Sone nedical students of the various Federal Universities in N geria conducted a
2-day workshop on DRUG ABUSE. They agreed to rehabilitate drug users; fliers and
banners were printed with different drug danger inscriptions and its awareness.

My organi zation interviewed sone youths who participated 2 nonths later. W
found out that 40 percent have gave drug but 55 percent are still using. W hope
that, the next workshop will go a long way to create nore awareness.

JUVEN LE DELI NQUENCY

Government and NGO s have tried i mensely to trace the cause of Juvenile
Delinquency and it’s prevention. UNDP in 2002 held a 4-day workshop tagged
“Yout hs Agai nst Violence”, in collaboration with ANUSA. Resol uti on were made
anong the various youth | eaders and their representatives on how to tackle youth
vi ol ence. The workshop was a success.

LEI SURE — TI ME ACTI VI TI ES

My findings shows that 75 percent spend their spare hours in browsing internet
websites, 35 out of 75 subscribe to pornographic sites. | also found out that 15
percent are in fitness centers busy gynm ng while other 10 percent are meking
use of the library.

Governnent and NGO s need to put nmore effort to addressing and organi zi ng
rel evant places for youth to spend their little tinme out.



G RLS AND YOUNG WOVEN

Ni geria has a gender bal ance, no discrimnation between sex their education
system encour age co-education and there is equal opportunities.

AREA 10 OF WPAY: Participation

Youth in Nigeria are willing to come out but politics are the barrier. If
government and NGO s will support and finance youth initiatives, by so doing
Ni geria youths will be inforned soundly.

NB: My organi zation did not prepare sunmary on the five additional areas of WPAY
due to tine factor and logistics, but we promse to give the summary when we
receive other world youth report in future.

We received this report 3 weeks ago.

Best regards.

ANYANWU CHI SOVAGA CHI DI EBERE
Presi dent, Youngster Solidarity Forum ( YOSFOR)

Aba, Nigeria.



