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B . .
m 1. UNESCQO'’s Strategy of Action with and for
JhLtvuwy Y outh

. Y oung people have distinctive needs, problems, concer ns and
expectations.

. UNESCQO’ s objective isto empower youth so asto ensure their full
potential and participation in society as equal and valuable partners.

. UNESCO considers young people

- asaresource - and not as a problem
- aspartners- and not merely as atarget group.

. UNESCO is mainstreaming the needs, concer ns and requirements of
the youth throughout al its programmes and activities during all phases of
programme development, implementation and evaluation. To that end, it

employs a variety of approaches and develops new tools.
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“ N [ s [: ﬂ 1. UNESCO'’s Strategy of Action with and for Youth
- Functions of Youth Participation

Ensure the presence of young women and men in UNESCO bodies (Secr etariat,
Delegations, National Commissions) aswell asin workshops, meetings and conferences
organized by UNESCO or itspartners—the governance function

Develop partnerships between UNESCO and young people, to solicit and
integratetheir viewsand priorities and collaborate with them in

setting up projects and programmesin the areas of the Organization's competence-the
programming function

Provide assistance to Member Statesin mainstreaming youth issuesinto their policies
and programmesin order to create spaces and opportunitiesfor empowering young
people and giving recognition, visibility and credibility to their contributions- the policy
development function

Act asa clearing house of infor mation concer ning youth, disseminate publicationsand
information material, prepare and sustain campaigns and coor dinate action with other
UN agencies and programmes- the advocacy function

Monitor and evaluate projects targeting and involving young people and promote
resear ch on youth development —the monitoring function
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U N [ s [: ﬂ 2. Objectives of Mainstreaming Y outh

. Taking into account the distinct and expressed needs and
aspirations of young peoplein UNESCO’sfields of
competence

. Promoting opportunitiesfor young peopleto takeon
greater responsibilities, e.g. by means of developing
partnerships and by increasing the active participation of
young peoplein all stages of program design,

Implementation and evaluation
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. Charged with giving an impetus and coher ence to UNESCO’ s action with
and for youth

. Benefits from direct communication with a wide network of associations
and youth NGOs and through its participation in numer ous youth events
at theregional and international level

. Monitorsand analyzes UNESCQO'’ s activities with and for youth through
SISTER

. Defines ways of establishing real partnershipsin order to help UNESCO
enhance young people' s participation and to foster the creation of
connections which allow youth to make a difference

. Strivesto highlight the indispensable contributions made by youth and
defendsa positive approach towards youth

WWW.unesco.or g/youth
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UN[”[] 4. Priorities 2006-2007 (1)

Four Priorities:

1 . Interagency cooper ation

Increased interagency coordination and collaboration, in particular as concerns the
areas of youth development indicators, poverty eradication through the
empowerment of young people, HIV/AIDS preventive and treatment education,

non-formal education and life skills, cultural diversity

2 . Partnershipswith youth NGOs and networ ks
|dentification, facilitation and support of partnerships between youth organizations
and UNESCO on priority issues and projects
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N[Hﬂ 4. Priorities 2006-2007 (I1)

3. Training and capacity-development in youth-mainstreaming
Development of capacity-building initiatives and tools on youth
mainstreaming and initiation of pilot training sessions for both staff at
Headquarters and in the field / development of guidelines and youth-
specific toolkit on joint work with young people and youth
organizations

4. UNESCO Youth Forum
Follow-up to the recommendations of the 4th UNESCO Y outh Forum,
its further consolidation as an integral part of the General Conference
and preparations of the Y outh Forum of the 34th session of the
General Conference (including the organization of a'Y outh Forum in
each of the UN regions)
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UN[H[] 5. The UNESCO Youth Forum

| nstitutionalised asintegral part of the General Conferencein 2003

4th UNESCO
Y outh Forum
2005

forum

Follow-up
2006-2007

Theme: Y oung People and the Dialogue among Civilisations, Cultures
and Peoples - Ideas for action in education, the sciences, culture and
communication

Final Report presented at the UNESCO General Conference, bringing
the opinions of young people before the highest decision-making body
in the Organization

229 youth participants (128 Member States delegates and 45 youth
NGOs as observers)

Regional Youth Forums on the themes of

 Education for Sustainable Devel opment

* Y oung people and the Dialogue among Civilizations and Cultures,
including intercultural and interfaith dialogue to ensure peace

Publication ‘UNESCO’ s commitment to youth: the Y outh Forum’
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“N[Hﬂ 6. UNESCO and National Youth Policies

UNESCQO's contribution isin highlighting best practice in involving young
people in consultations, implementation, monitoring and evaluation

UNESCO callson Member States to:
—  Commit themselves to youth policies
—  Back it up with solid research
—  Improve and increase their cooperation with youth NGOs and organisations
—  Assist young peoplein building networks with youth NGOs in other countries.
—  Monitor results (Poverty reduction projects and Y outh Development Index)

Publication ‘ Empowering youth through national policies—
UNESCO’s contribution’
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“ N [ s I: ﬂ /. Developing Partnershipswith and for Youth

Trends of youth organisationsand movements:

. New forms of participatory structures. away from membership-based
organi zations towards | ooser, network-based structures

. active spontaneous student movements that can bring about social change
. Y outh organizations can be highly effective and successful partners at all
levels of interventions

Challenges
. Lack of financial resources, in particular meansto travel
. High fluctuation of members and representatives

. Need for effective and youth-friendly communication involving young
people as peer communicators

. Need for training

September 06 11



“N[S” 8. Key pointsto remember

1. Youthisamainstreaming issuefor UNESCO

2. UNESCO’sstrategy of action with and for young people isbased
on fiveinterrelated dimensions. Participation, Programming and
Partner ships, Policy Development, Advocacy, andMonitoring

3. The Section for Youth coordinatesthe development,
Implementation and monitoring of UNESCO’s strategy with and
for young people

4. Mainstreaming youth implies. - Taking into account the distinct
needs and visions of young people - Promoting and developing
partnershipsaimed at fostering young people’'s capacities and
empower ment

5. Reaching these objectivesisa collective effort which must mobilize
avariety of stakeholders
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N[”ﬂ Mainstreaming Youth :
————  Best Practice Examples

Education

Social and Human Sciences

Natural Sciences

Culture

Communication and I nformation
UNESCO National Commissions

Joint Programmatic Commission on Youth
Key pointsto remember

NSO~ WNE
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N[“ ﬂ 1. Education

CCT ‘Breaking the Poverty Cycle of Women’
Monitoring and Evaluation by youth NGOs

* Testing of peer-group Monitoring and Evaluation in cooperation
with local youth NGOs

» Development of indicators for measuring empowerment of
adolescent girlsin rural areasin South Asia

*Training of youth NGOs
» Development of policy guidelines and youth-specific toolkit

R
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“N[Hﬂ 2. Soclal and Human Sciences

Youth Initiative HIV/AIDS and Human Rights

® Development of toolkits and educational material in
cooperation with youth and student NGOs (IFM SA)

» Sub regional training workshops on HIV/AIDS and Human
Rights for peer educators

URL_ID=1141& URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html

* Human Rights Youth e-§0acCe:. http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php- 3
DISCRI ION

HIV/AIDS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

AIDS
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N[“ﬂ 3. Natural Sciences

Youth Visioning for Island Living - www.islandyouth.org

The‘Youth Visioning for Island Living' initiative allows young isandersto

articulate how they want their isandsto develop in the future and how they plan to
help make this happen.

Youth Forum Mauritius 2005 on threethemes: | *5%
Lifeand loveinislands - island lifestyles and cultures
My island home - safeguarding island environments
Money in my pocket - economic and employment opportunities

Follow-up

| mplementation of Y outh Visioning projects and activities — support through micro
grants (January 2005 onwards)

Regional Y outh Forum on Sustainable Development for Pacific Islands, Tahiti, 2006
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N[Hﬂ 4. Culture

‘All different, all unique— Y oung People and the UNESCO Universal Declaration
on Cultural Diversity B
« Development of a youth-friendly version in cooper ation with Oxfam ot e ot
International Youth Parliament i*&f;:aéi e
- Consultations of youth in different regions and development of toolsand [t i e
workshops on cultural diversity a

I

|
b
[ 1A et

“Youth PATH’ — Poverty alleviation through heritage preservation
» Training young peoplein the Caribbean in development and documentation
of natural and cultural heritage sitesand in entrepreneurial skillsfor income

gener ation

World Heritagein Young Hands
» Creating awar eness on cultural world heritage amongst youth
 World heritage asa meansto get to know the‘Other’
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“N[Hﬂ 5. Communication and I nformation

u-re

F*I‘f

o x-h
INFOJEUNESSE

» Databank on national and international youth
policies and programmes

 Training young people intheuse of ICTs

» Promotion of networking between institutions,
field workers, youth NGOs and researchers

INFOYOUTH Network

www.infoyouth.org

o http://www.infoyouth.org/cd_rmed/ (The Middle East Youth Directory)

» WwWw.j eunessear abe.info (Internet portal in French and Arabic)
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“N[Hﬂ 6. UNESCO National Commissions

Canadian National Commission
. Y outh Consultation held prior to the 4" UNESCO Y outh Forum

. Nomination of staff as youth focal point
. Intermediary between UNESCO and youth networks in Canada

Korean National Commission (Rep. of Korea)
. Y outh Committee in place
. Organization of an annual Internationa Y outh Camp

Swedish National Commission

. Organization of a pre-conference prior to the UNESCO Y outh Forum gathering
youth from Northern Europe, Asia and Africato identify priorities and follow-up to

the Y outh Forum
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“N[Hﬂ /. Joint Programmatic Commission on Y outh

. Part of the UNESCO-NGO Liaison Committee

. Representing inter national youth NGOs in official relationswith UNESCO
. Objectives:
1) Assure a dialogue between UNESCO and youth NGOs
2) Serve as a centre of expertise and reference on youth
per spectives
3) Advocate and disseminate information on UNESCO’s
activities
4) Promote youth mainstreaming in the performance and y s
decision-making processes of UNESCO

A
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“ N [s [: ﬂ 8. Key pointsto remember

1. Each Section and partner should mobilize with and for
youth

2. Young people should not only beinvolved in specific
projectsaimed at youth, but in all activities of UNESCO

3. TheNational Commissions and the Joint Programmatic
Commission Youth arecrucial partnersin all efforts
aimed at youth mainstreaming
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UN[H" Y outh development in Africa:
Recommendations

1. Giving « Leadership » position to one UN agency for
policy, projectsand programmes design in cooper ation
with governments, with and for youth, in itsfocusareas;

2. Creating a UN Steering Commitee composed by UNDESA,
UNECA, UNESCQO, etc...for the Addis Ababa Y outh
Development in Africaworkshop ;

3. Building sustainable partnershipsthat lead to resoursce
mobilization.
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Thank you !
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