UN YOUTH FLASH
Service of the United Nations Progranmme on Youth
11 March 2005

WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. W encourage you to forward this Youth Flash
to people in your network. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN Headquarters in New York

- News from UN Agenci es around the world

- Feature: The Intergovernnental Agency of La Francophonie and Youth
- Cal endar of Youth Events

I nteresting websites
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
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>> Findings of two consultative neetings with youth organizations <<

To contribute to the review of the inplenentation of the World Programre of
Action for Youth (WPAY) by the General Assenbly in October 2005, the UN
Programme on Youth organi zed two consultative neetings with youth

organi zati ons and youth representatives. The neetings reviewed achi evenents
made since the adoption of WPAY in 1995. The first neeting was hosted by the
Government of Portugal, The Portuguese National Youth Council and the
Muni ci pality of Coinbra from 31 January to 4 February 2005 and the second
nmeeting took place at the UN Secretariat in New York from 14 February to 17
February 2005. The outconme documents will be used, together with the nationa
eval uations received in response to the Tool kit (see next item, to draft a
suppl enent to the Secretary-General's Wrld Youth Report 2005. This

suppl enent report will be submtted to the General Assenbly at its sixtieth
sessi on.

Summary reports of the discussions and recommendations fromthe neetings are
avail abl e at: www. un. org/youth

>> 30 April 2005: Deadline to submit national evaluations <<

Al'l young people are encouraged to participate in the review of the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY). Inputs received before 30 April 2005 on
the progress made by governnents and civil society in the inplenmentation of
WPAY wi || be summarized in a report that is submitted to the Genera

Assenbl y.

The Tool kit "Making Conmitnments Matter" is devel oped to support youth in this
revi ew process. You can downl oad the Tool kit for free in English, French
Spani sh and Portuguese on www. un. or g/ youth

You can send your inputs via email to youth@n.org or via fax to +1 212 963
3062.

>> The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent convenes a panel on Youth <<
On 14 February 2005, the Commi ssion for Social Devel opnent discussed the
i nkages between the World Programme of Action for Youth and the MI I ennium



Devel opnent Goal s (MDGs). The panel consisted of Johan Schél vinck (Director
Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, DESA), Joao Sal viano (Bureau
menber European Youth Forum and participant to the consultative neeting in
Coi nbra), Renata Florentino (Co-coordinator, Brazil Youth Voices and
participant to the consultative neeting in New York) and Guido Schm dt-Traub
(Policy Adviser, the MIlennium Project). After the presentations, a

di scussion was held with representatives of UN Menber States.

You can read the sumary of this panel at:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ panel csocd43sum pdf

>> UNESCO. Launch of the Decade of Education for Sustainable Devel opnent <<
On 1 March 2005, UNESCO Director General Koichiro Matsuura | aunched the
United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Devel opnment (2005-2014)
at UN Headquarters in New York. The Decade encourages governments, ci Vi

soci ety and the private sector to integrate the concept of sustainable
devel opnent into their education policies and into all aspects of |earning.

Young people will be inportant partners and key advocates in the pronotion
and i npl enentation of the Decade's goals and objectives. In addition, the
decade will provide an opportunity for youth to have their concerns, needs

and vi sions addressed in educational approaches.
To | earn nore about the decade, visit:
http://portal.unesco. org/educati on/en/ev. php-
URL_I D=27234&URL_DO=DO_TOPI C&URL_SECTI ON=201. ht m

>> 28 Feb. - 11 March 05: "Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen"

UN Headquarters, New York. The Conmmi ssion focused on two thematic issues as
outlined in its nmulti-year programe of work: 1) Review of the inplenentation
of the Beijing Platformfor Action and the outconme docunents of the specia
session of the CGeneral Assenbly entitled "Wnmen 2000: gender equality,

devel opnent and peace for the twenty-first century"; and 2) Current
chal l enges and forward | ooki ng strategies for the advancenent and enpower nment
of wonen and girls. For nore info:

http://ww. un. or g/ worenwat ch/ daw/ csw/ 49sess. ht m

On March 09 2005 the Conmmi ssion convened a panel discussion on “Future
perspectives on the pronotion of gender equality: through the eyes of young
wonen and nmen”. To watch the panel on UN Webcast, go to:
http://ww. un. org/ webcast/ 2005. ht m
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News from UN Agenci es around the world
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>> UN Envi ronnment Programme (UNEP): TUNZA d obal Youth Retreat <<

16- 18 February 05, Nairobi, Kenya. The fourth TUNZA G obal Youth Retreat was
held prior to the G obal Civil Society Forum and the 23rd session of the UNEP
Governing Council. During these neetings, young people presented their
recommendations to Environment Mnisters and civil society |eaders. You can
read their official statement in PDF format at:

www. unep. or g/ GC/ GC23/ docunent s/ GC23- | NF27. pdf .

The UNEP d obal Youth Retreat is a biennial event. It provides a forumfor
youth representatives to exam ne how UNEP is working with young people both
globally and regionally. During the Retreat, nenbers of the TUNZA Youth

Advi sory Council are el ected.



For nmore info, visit:
http://ww. unep. or g/ Tunza/ yout h/ Conf erences_Event s/ GYR05/ i ndex. asp

>> UN- HABI TAT - Call for nominations to Youth Conmittee <<

UN- HABI TAT is calling for nom nations for people who are between the ages of
15-24 as of April 2005 to help forma conmittee that will advise the Agency
on the formation of its interimyouth consultative nechanism as part of

the inmplenmentation of the strategy for youth engagenment. Nomi nations are
sought by those who have denobnstrated a commitnment to inproving the |ives of
their community through the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda and the

M Il enni um Devel oprment Goal s, including Goal 7 Target 11, which targets
significant inprovenment in the |ives of at-least 100 million slum dwellers.
The comrittee will conprise of 12 young people selected fromall the regions
of the world, based on the nominations received. Al nom nations nust be
submtted by 31 March 2005. For nmore information on these guidelines or to
submit a nomination, please contact Ms. Miutinta Minyati, Partners and Youth
Section, UN-HABITAT, at: nutinta.nmunyati @Qnhabitat.org and copy to

nmur ugi . mai na@nhabitat. org

>> UNFPA: Rel ease of a HIV Conpendi um <<

The United Nations Popul ati ons Fund and Margaret Sanger Center |nternationa
(MsSCl) have just released a new Conpendi um of yout h-focused H V prevention
tools for progranme planners and managers. This Conmpendiumis the result of a
conprehensi ve mappi ng effort of programe-planning nmaterials and training
resources for H'V prevention anpbng young people. Curricula, training nmanuals,
gui delines, toolkits, reports and other resources are catalogued in this
Conmpendi um with information on where these resources can be found. The
Conmpendiumis available in printed format, CD Rom as well as on the UNFPA
websi te www. unf pa. org/ publications

For more info, visit: ww. unfpa.org/hiv

>> UNESCO. Youth Visioning for Island Living <<

The uni que and diverse chall enges facing small island devel oping states
(SIDS) has pronpted the international community to exchange ideas and
experiences and to fornulate plans of action to enact positive change for
sust ai nabl e devel oprment. From 7 to 12 January 2005, a Youth Visioning neeting
was held - bringing together 94 youth from 37 islands - to feed into the
United Nations neeting to review the Programe of Action for SIDS

Di scussions culmnated in the drafting of the Youth Visioning Declaration
which articulated the priorities for young islanders concerning the

devel opnent of their islands and their comritnent to play a key role in
addressing these issues. This declaration was presented at the nmain

I nternational Meeting. The youth have now returned to their islands to begin
i mpl ementing their conmtments with follow up projects and activities.

For nmore info on the Youth Visioning Declaration, visit: ww.islandyouth. org.
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Feature: The Intergovernnmental Agency of La Francophonie and Youth
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This Youth Flash's feature is an interview with Mchel Denis Richard, Project
O ficer for the Intergovernnmental Agency of La Francophonie’s Youth Unit.



To begin, what is the Intergovernnental Agency of La Francophonie (AlF)?

The Intergovernnmental Agency of La Francophonie (AlF)

(http://agence. francophoni e. org) creates programes for devel opnent in the
areas of education, culture, the nedia, the econony and good governance, in
cooperation with 50 States and nenmber governnments across five continents, al
of which share the French | anguage.

Its principle mssion is to support devel oping countries in acquiring the
means to determne their process of devel opment and to conceive of their own
path to human and soci al devel opnent that is sustai nable and equitable.

What is the aimof the Youth Unit within the AlF?

The Youth Unit ainms to manage, facilitate and pronote the various services of
the youth sites of the Intergovernnmental Agency of La Francophonie. Thanks to
the portal (http://jeunesse.francophonie.org), young people benefit froma
whol e range of information and services that relate directly to the

nmul til ateral progranmes and projects that are created for them Additionally,
the portal encourages the setting up of partnerships between young people to
create opportunities for international exchanges. The diversity of collected
resources on the site ainms to satisfy a whole range of different expectations
and needs. The portal also offers communication tools, such as di scussion
foruns and list-serves under the link to @rancophonie. net.

The Youth Unit of the Intergovernnental Agency of La Francophonie, including
the Programe for Youth Mobility, is |ocated in Mdncton, New Brunsw ck
(Canada). Three other satellite offices are located in the Agency’'s regiona
offices in Libreville (Gabon), Hanoi (Vietnam, and Lomé (Togo).

The Agency’s Youth Unit also has a distribution list that allows it to reach
over 30 000 supporters!

What is the Programme for Youth Mbility in the French-speaki ng worl d?

The Programre for Youth Mobility in the French-speaking world
(http://pnj.francophonie.org) is a valuable tool for the Intergovernnenta
Agency of La Francophonie, as it allows young francophones to engage in
exchanges by pronoting opportunities for nobility. It aims to establish
regul ar communi cati on between young people to foster reflections from
francophone youth on current issues. The objective of the progranmme is to
pronmot e meani ngful international neetings and virtual exchanges between young
francophones on specific thenes.

The three thenmes identified for 2005 are: 1) The contribution of youth
organi zati ons to awareness-rai sing and the pronotion of gender equality, 2)
Young people in the information and comuni cati on society and 3) Sport for
devel opnent and peace.

Why did the Programme for Youth Mbility decide to launch a contest to
encourage eval uation of the United Nations’ World Programre of Action for
Yout h WPAY) ?

Anxi ous to involve francophone youth in this process of the United Nations,
the Intergovernnmental Agency of La Francophonie | aunched, under the banner of
the Programe for Youth Mobility, a contest to identify youth organizations
capabl e of undertaking an evaluation of the results achieved in their



countries regarding the inplenmentation of the World programre of Action for
Youth. A neeting organi zed by the Agency’s Youth Unit will take place in My
2005, in Tunisia, in order to collect the contributions of young people in
the French-speaking world to deliver themto the United Nations.
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 4-8 April 05: "UN HABI TAT Governing Council Meeting"

Nai robi, Kenya. The draft report "UN- HABI TAT and Youth: Strategy for Enhanced
Engagement” will be discussed by the Governing Council of the United Nations
Human Settl ements Programe, UN-HABI TAT, during its 20th session. Twel ve
young people will participate in the discussions and help to forma comittee
that will advise the Agency on the formation of its interimyouth

consul tative mechani sm

For nmore details on the Habitat Agenda, visit:

www. unhabi t at. or g/ unchs/ engl i sh/ hagenda To read the draft Youth Strategy,
vVisit:

www. unhabi t at . or g/ ngo/ docunent s/ Concept Habi t at Yout hSt r at egy%20v2b%20_2 . pdf

>> 15-17 April 05: "d obal Youth Service Day"

G obal Youth Service Day (GYSD) is an annual gl obal event |ed by Youth
Service Anerica with the G obal Youth Action Network. The goals of GYSD are:
to build the capacity of organizations to pronote youth participation,
service, and learning; to educate the public, the nedia, and policy-nmakers
about the year-round contributions of youth around the world; to nobilize
youth and adults to nmeet the needs of their comrunities through volunteering;
and to share effective practices in youth service and civic engagenent. On
G obal Youth Service Day, millions of young people in countries everywhere
hi ghl i ght and carry out thousands of comunity inprovement projects. Visit:
http://ww. GYSD. or g

>> 30 April 05: "Deadline subm ssions review WPAY"

In 2005, the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly will review the achi evenents
made in the inplenentation of the World Progranme of Action for Youth (WPAY),
ten years after its adoption. Your input will be considered! Reviews received
fromyoung people before 30 April 2005 will be sunmarized into a report that
will be submitted to the General Assenbly. To assist you in this review, the
United Nations Progranme on Youth has devel oped the bookl et "Making
Commitnents Matter, a toolkit for young people to evaluate national youth
policy". You can download this toolkit fromhttp://ww.un.org/youth

>> 15-19 June 05: "African Devel opnent Forum V devoted to youth issues”

UNCC, Addi s Ababa. The UN Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Africa (ECA) brings

t oget her stakeholders in Africa's devel opnent - including heads of state,

m ni sters, heads of international organizations, civil society |eaders,
research institutes and Nobel Laureates - to debate and discuss policy
alternatives and energing strategic issues for Africa's devel opment. |In order
to put the issue of youth on the African devel opment agenda, the fifth
African Devel opnent Forum wi ||l be devoted to youth devel opment issues.



For nmore information, please contact: Kwabia Boateng, O fice of Policy and
Programe Coordi nation, UN ECA, kboateng@neca. org.

>> 30 July - 08 August 05: "3rd World Youth Congress"
Stirling, Scotland. Peace Child International (PCl), together with its

wor | dwi de network of sone 700 partner groups in 155 countries, will organize
a third Wrld Youth Congress on the thene: "Young people working for a
sustai nabl e world conmunity”. The first Congress was held in Hawaii in 1999

and the second in Morocco in 2003. The Congress series provides a forum for
young people who are active in devel opnent/poverty eradication, to neet and
devel op their network. Anyone between the ages of 18 and 25 can apply and
attendance is free! For nore information, please visit
http://ww. scotl| and2005. org

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the World Programme of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly during two plenary neetings. More

i nformati on can be found at: http://ww. un.org/youth

IR S S R S R

I nteresting websites
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As a part of the Devel opnent Gateway, the Youth for Devel opment page is an
online conmunity, a collaborative space where devel opnent practitioners and
yout h can share know edge, best practices and research about youth and

devel opnent rel ated issues, such as the Environnent, Youth in Conflict or

HI V/ AI DS, Youth Enploynment, Children's issues, etc. If you want to |earn nore
about Devel opnment, connect with young people from around the world, and
contribute to policy dialogues -- then this is the place for you. The website
can be found at: http://topics.devel opnent gat eway. or g/ yout h

In March 2005, YouthActionNet in collaboration with the Alliance for African
Yout h Enpl oyability cel ebrates young people in Africa who are hel ping

t hensel ves and ot her young nen and wonen to build and enhance their own

enpl oyability. Featured on this nonth’s website are a new youth

enpl oyability toolkit, articles fromyouth witers in the field of youth
enpl oyability, special profiles and projects, and a new youth enployability
qui z. The website can be accessed at:

http://ww. yout hacti onnet. org/youth_enpl oyability/index.cfm

LR I R

Contact information
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Yout h), Fred Doulton (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie Larsen



(Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees (Associ ate Expert on
Youth Policies and Programres), Sylvie Pailler (Adm nistrative Assistant) and
Eyyub Hajiyev (intern).

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an emil
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://ww. un. org/youth <LK



