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WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you i nfornmed about the work of the UN on youth issues. W encourage
you to forward the Youth Flash to people in your network. Bel ow you will read
nore on:

- News from UN Headquarters— Cel ebrate International Youth Day 2006!
- Highlights from UN Agenci es and Programres around the world

-  Feature: “Young designers interpret the MDGs”

- Cal endar of Youth Events

- On the Internet

The UN Youth Flash is available online at:

English: http://ww. un.org/esal/socdev/unyin/flash. htm

French: http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyin/french/fl ash. ht m
Spani sh: http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ spani sh/fl ash. ht m
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
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>>Cel ebrate International Youth Day — 12 August 2006

This year’s theme for International Youth Day is: “Tackling Poverty Together
The Rol e of Young People in Poverty Eradication”. The occasi on presents an
opportunity to invite all stakeholders to work with young people on gl obal
nati onal and | ocal efforts to elimnate poverty. Visit the link belowto

| earn nore about how young people are affected by poverty and to find out

what you can do to mark the Day. You can al so read about the events taking

pl ace to observe International Youth Day 2006, both at UN Headquarters in New
York and around the world. For nore information, please visit at:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ unyi n/i yd2006. ht m

>> New publication on UN youth del egates avail able online

A new publication called “A Brief Guide to Youth Del egates to the United
Nati ons CGeneral Assenbly” is now avail able online in English, French and
Spani sh. The purpose of the guide is to provide information regarding the
role of national youth delegates to the General Assenbly and to other

rel evant neetings of the United Nations. To view the new publication, please
visit: http://ww.un. org/esal socdev/unyin/youthrep. htm
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Hi ghlights from UN Agenci es and Programmes around the world
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>> 3'4 Session of the World Urban Forum in Vancouver, Canada, 19-23 June 06
Wth some 10,000 participants fromover 100 countries, the Third Session of
the World Urban Forum exam ned the ways forward for the international urban
agenda in a world of rapidly growing cities. Recognizing that young people
are a key force in renew ng urban environnents, youth participation in the
Forum was noted by UN-HABI TAT as infusing a wel coned energy into the

del i berations. Youth representatives encouraged participants of the Forumto



adopt strategies bearing in nmnd the specific needs of youth and to engage
youth in decisions affecting their lives. For nore information pl ease see:
www. unhabi t at . or g/ wuf

>>UN Eur opean Youth Leadership Summt held in Austria 19-21 June 2006

During its Presidency of the European Union, Austria hosted the United
Nat i ons European Youth Leadership Sunmit, convened by the UN New York O fice
of Sport for Devel opnent and Peace. The event pronoted the exchange of

per spectives on how youth can use the conveni ng power of sport and culture to
accel erate the achi evement of the MIIennium Devel opment Goals (MDGs) by 2015
and encour age peace building. For nore information, please visit:
http://ww. un. org/ yout hsunm t/regi ons. asp

>>UNESCO at the Pacific Youth Festival: Young People Take Action for
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment !

The 1%t Pacific Youth Festival took place from 17 to 22 July 2006 in Tahit
(French Polynesia on the thene of Education for Sustainable Devel opnent.
Around 1,000 young people fromall countries and territories of the Pacific
took part in creating a space for young people to reflect upon, exchange and
pronmote their concerns and visions on the multiple dinmensions of sustainable
devel opnent. UNESCO - through its 'Youth Visioning for Island Living
Project Fund - will promote active follow up to the Festival by providing
start-up support for young people to realize concrete followup projects in
their communities, and to stay connected after the Festival and build on the
rel ati onshi ps they nade through joint project. For nore information, please
contact the Section for Youth at ucj @nesco.org or visit:

http://ww. spc.int/Pacific Youth Festival 7.htm

>> UNESCO to cel ebrate International Youth Day, Wek of 14 to 18 August 2006
The Section for Youth at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris has organized a week's
worth of activities, including a photo exhibition relating to Youth and World
Heritage; a special presentation on UNESCO s strategy Acting for and with
Yout h; a roundtable on Youth Involvenent in Fighting Poverty to discuss best
practices for working with youth in poverty eradication projects; and a
round table on Youth and World Heritage to discuss youth involverment in
conserving nmaterial, immterial, cultural and natural world heritage.

UNESCO field offices around the world are al so comrenorating | nternationa
Youth Day. The UNESCO Ranml | ah office is organizing an artistic recreationa
programe i nvolving nearly 600 young people fromthe West Bank and Gaza Strip
t hrough draw ng, choreography, singing, and theatre. For information please
contact m garashoul i @nesco.org. |In Jordan, UNESCO s field office is working
with the Mnistry of Education to inplement various seminars related to youth
during the school year 2006-2007. UNESCO Amman's contact information is:

h. ayyash@nesco. org. For nmore informati on on UNESCO s | nternational Youth Day
events, please visit: http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-

URL | D=5058&URL DO=DO TOPI C&URL SECTI ON=201. ht m

>>St and Up Agai nst Poverty, 15-16 October 2006

The United Nations M I I ennium Canpaign, working in partnership with the

| argest civil society coalition, the Gobal Call to Action Against Poverty,
will be holding a world-wi de nobilization in support of the MIIennium
Devel opnment Coal s on 15-16 October called Stand Up Agai nst Poverty. In the
24-hour period between 15 to 16 Cctober, the Canpaign will be asking people



to physically stand up agai nst poverty to rem nd governnments of their prom se
to achieve the MDGs. People around the world, fromvillages in Pakistan to
offices in Auckland will be part of the global novenent. The Canpai gn has
partnered with Gui nness to make the stand up challenge an official Wrld
Record for the greatest nunber of people to stand up for a given cause. To
find out nore please visit: ww.nillenniuncanpai gn.org/standup or contact
Ami| Husain - G obal Youth Coordinator for the UN M I I ennium Canpai gn at

am | . husai n@ndp. org

>> Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa to mark International Youth Day 2006
The UN Econonic Conmi ssion for Africa is planning to comenorate
International Youth Day 2006 at its headquarters in Addis Ababa with a nunber

of local youth organizations. The event will include an exhibition, a
cul tural display, and presentations on youth activities in poverty reduction
in Ethiopia. The opportunity will also be used to present preparations for

the Fifth African Devel opnent Forum under the theme “Youth and Leadership in
the 215t Century”, from 26-28 COctober 2006. For more information, please
visit: www. uneca.org
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Feature: Young designers interpret the MGs
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The International Council of Graphic Design Associations (lcograda) is the
wor |l d body for professional graphic design and visual conmunication. |cograda
recently held a Design Week in Seattle on the thene “Defining Design on a
Changi ng Planet”. The event ained to provoke ideas on how designers can
contribute to a healthy world econony while being mndful of the cultural
environnental and political inpact of design

Part of the |Icograda Design Week in Seattle included an International Student
Wor kshop, during which young designers interpreted the UN M I I ennium

Devel opnent Goal s and created posters to spark new thinking and action on
this topic. The outconmes of this work can be viewed at:
http://art.washington. edu/icograda/>. This feature shares the perspectives of
some of the people involved in the Seattle Design Wek.

Heat her Anderson, a student of the University of Wsconsin - Stout in the
United States, created a wi nning poster that asked the question “Can a poster
of fer a solution?” She was asked to share the idea behind her design and her
t houghts on how desi gn students can contribute to achieving the goals.

It is fun to make a poster that is glossy, clever or beautiful, but
that wasn't why | attended the Icograda Conference. Many of the statistics we
read regardi ng devel opi ng nations are devastating, so naturally many of us
want to help solve these problens. The problemis, however, that an upsetting
statistic without a next step can | eave an audi ence feeling hel pl ess. Instead

of nore statistics, | wanted ny poster to be an honest springboard for
conversations with other designers about our role during tines of such
hurmani tari an need. My poster wasn’'t nmerely conceptual; | was targeting the

desi gners present at the event.

| struggled a great deal with how our posters would nove us toward the
M Il enni um Devel oprment Goals (MDGs). Although | was frustrated ny poster
couldn’t offer a solution, | did becone nore aware of organizations in ny



area and internationally who are working to create significant change. | fee
it is our responsibility to research and pronote the international, nationa
and | ocal organizations that are making a difference. It is inportant that we
identify | ocal organizations and assist themin their design needs by
informng the conmmunity of howto play a role in their successes. This wll
require forging new rel ati onshi ps between desi gners and | ocal organizations.
Students can use their nenberships in design associations, such as their
student Al GA group on canpus, to collaborate with |ocal organizations working
toward the MDGs.

Students need to stay informed of world events and vote for |eaders who
are supportive of financing the MDGs. Due to the lack of strong support from
sone of our |eaders, it seens many people are unaware that the United Nations
is working to achieve these goals. As designers, we can begin to raise
awar eness by bringing di scussions about the MDGs into our classes, within our
student nenberships in professional design associations, and with diverse
student-run organi zati ons on canpus. By doing so, we would begin to open
ourselves to new perspectives and a nore informed body of people to work
t owards sol ving these issues.

Chri stopher Ozubko is the Director of the School of Art at the University of
Washi ngton and was the chair of the student workshop. He was asked to comment
on the overall outcones of the student workshop

I was extrenely pleased with the results of the student workshop in a nunber
of ways. Most evident were the outstanding posters the students rendered in a
very condensed tinme frane. They were produced under pressure but did not
suffer in idea or conposition. | nust also conplinment the terrific job that
the workshop | eaders did in challenging and guiding the students to come up
with such conpelling solutions. But the npbst positive outconme was the
"culture of awareness' that was created by the MDG theme and the exposure it
generated to an audi ence of students and professionals.

Chri stopher Liechty is co-founder and current president of the Al GA Center
for Cross-Cultural Design. He was asked to comment on how t he student
wor kshop fits with the AIGA Center for Cross Cul tural Design goals.

The Student Workshop turned out to be a very powerful event. Wth the focus
on the MDGs and the conbination of |eaders and students fromall over the
world, | think the smalls groups that were created are exanples of the idea
cross-cultural design scenario. There were conmuni cation objectives |ike any
client might provide, but the participants were also highly aware of the
cultural and social inplications of their work and these factors were a high
priority in the forefront of the students’ minds. These students were
designing with the idea of using design to nmake a contribution to the well-
bei ng of society.

Thi s workshop hel ped to achieve the goals of the AlIGA Center for Cross-
Cultural Design because it provides a nodel of how we can all work on a day-
to-day basis. If we can all bring a little nore global, cultural, and socia
awareness to every project we work on, we can nmeke a difference in the world
in small and big ways. For nmore information on the goals of the Al GA Center
for Cross-Cultural Design (AlGA XCD), visit: http://xcd.aiga.org
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Cal endar of UN Youth Events
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12 August 2006: International Youth Day

This year's thene for International Youth Day is: “Tackling Poverty Together
The Rol e of Young People in Poverty Eradication”. For nore information on how
you can conmenorate the day, please visit our web site at:

http://ww. un. org/ esa/ socdev/ unyi n/i yd2006. ht m

13- 18 August 2006: XVI Toronto International AlIDS Conference 2006

The 2006 XIV International AIDS Conference will offer over 400 sessions,
nmeet i ngs and wor kshops featuring i nportant scientific advances and di scussi on
of current policy issues anobng political, scientific and conmunity | eaders on
the frontlines of the epidemic. An estinmated 20,000 participants are expected
to attend the biennial conference. Mire information is available at:
http://ww. ai ds2006. org. The AI DS 2006 Toronto Youth Activities Programis
working in collaboration with the Toronto Youth Force to coordi nate al
youth-related activities for the Conference. Information is available on the
Conference’s youth site at: http://youth.ai ds2006. or g/ en/ hone. ht n

13- 16 Septenber 2006: YES KENYA 2006: Youth Enpl oynment Summit

“Creating Markets...Unl eashi ng Entrepreneurship”

The Governnent of Kenya, through its Mnistry of Youth Affairs, in
partnership with Youth Enploynment Sunmit Canpaign, will host the next d oba
Yout h Enpl oynent Summit, YES Kenya 2006 at Kenyatta Conference Center in
Nai robi, Kenya. The event, supported by a variety of devel opment partners

i ncluding the YES Kenya Network, UN HABI TAT, GIZ, 1LO and UNDP, will pivot
around the main thenmes “Creating Markets.... Unl eashing Entrepreneurs, building
trade capacity, attracting Foreign Direct Investnent (FDI) and building an
entrepreneurial culture. For nore information please visit:
http://ww. yesweb. or g/ 2006/ i ndex. ht m

26 — 28 October 2006: ADF V: “Youth and Leadership in the 215t Century”

The fifth African Devel opnment Forum wi || be organi zed under the above thene
by the Economic Commission for Africa jointly with its strategic regiona
partner, the African Union and in collaboration with other stakeholders in
African devel opnment. The objective of Forumis to give nmeani ngful expression
to the recognition of youth as a devel opnent asset and to deepen strategies
at the regional and national |levels for translating the potential of youth as
a devel opnent asset into practical benefits for Africa s denocratic, gender-
equal , peaceful and rights-based devel opnment, in line with the objectives of
the African Union Youth Charter, NEPAD and internationally agreed devel opnent
goal s including MDGs.

31 October — 1 Novenber 2006: UN d obal Youth Leadership Summit, UNHQ

Organi zed by the UN O fice for Sport for Devel opnent and Peace, the UN d oba
Youth Leadership Summit aims to link youth with the MDGs, using sport, peace
bui l ding, and culture as entry points. The event will include two youth

del egates — one mal e, one fenmale fromeach of the 191 Menber States of the
UN. For nore information, please visit http://ww.unyouthsummt.org.
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On the Internet
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G obal Prize for IT Benefiting Youth in Devel oping Countries - Call for
Nomi nations for US$100, 000 Devel opnent Gateway Award

The Devel opnment Gat eway Foundation is calling for nom nations for outstanding
achi evenent in the use of information and comunication technologies to

i nprove lives in devel oping countries. Sponsored in part by Inte

Corporation, this year's Devel opnent Gateway Award is focusing on initiatives
t hat enpower or inprove the conditions of youth. The award was | aunched at
the United Nations' World Urban ForumIll, at a special reception for youth
partici pants follow ng the close of Wrld Youth Forum For nore infornmation
go to ww. devel opnment gat eway. or g

Report on National Youth Councils: Their creation, evolution, purpose, and
gover nance

From community groups to sports clubs, political youth organizations to

envi ronnental networks, youth activities in many countries are coordi nated by
effective National Youth Councils. Over the past nonths, Takingl TG obal, with
support of the MConnell Fam |y Foundation, has undertaken internationa
research on existing National Youth Councils, |ooking at their creation,

evol ution, purpose and structures. The report is available online at:
http://research. takingitgl obal.org/national yout hcouncils

Rai si ng Their Voices: A global conpilation of reports from youth canpai gni ng
for the MIIennium Devel opnent Goal s

This report is a conpilation of activities carried out by young people around
the world, many of which were notivated by the MDG Youth Canpaign Kit. The
Kit was devel oped through a partnership between the UN M I I enni um Canpai gn,
Taki ngl Td obal , and the G obal Youth Action Network, and ains to provide
young people with the necessary information and tools they need to start
their own MDG canpaign. The report also hopes to inspire even nore young
people to take action in their own conmunities by telling them about the
activities that have already been carried out by others. The report is

avail able online at: http://research.takingitglobal.org/ Tl GVDG. pdf
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Cont act I nformation
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UN Youth Flash is a service of the UN Program on Youth, of the Division for
Soci al Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnment for Econom c and Socia
Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New York.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the infornmation service, please send an e.
mail to:
yout h@n.org, with “subscri be” or “unsubscribe” as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>VI SI T OUR WEBSI TE AT: http://ww. un. org/ youth >>>>>>>>>>




