UN YOUTH FLASH
Service of the United Nations Progranmme on Youth
10 Septenber 2004

WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a new service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
people in your network. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN Headquarters in New York

- News from UN Agenci es around the world

- Feature: Croatian Human Devel oprment Report devoted to youth devel opnent
- Upcom ng events

- Website of the nonth: Korea Institute for Youth Devel opnent

- Qur contact information
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
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>> Third Cormittee to meet in first week of Cctober <<
The General Assenbly will gather for its 59th session this fall, starting in

Septenber. Its Third Conmittee will discuss social devel opment issues,
i ncl udi ng youth devel opnent, on 4, 5 and 6 Cctober (dates are tentative).
Various countries will include youth representatives in their officia

del egations to the General Assenbly, including Australia, Austria, Dennmark,
Fi nl and, The Net herl ands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. You can read nore
about the role of youth del egates during the General Assenbly neetings and

about how to | obby for one in your country at:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ yout hrep. ht m

>> Tool kit in Spanish and Portuguese <<

The Tool kit ' Making Conmmitments Matter' has been translated into Spanish and
Portuguese. The Tool kit was devel oped by the United Nations Programme on
Youth to prepare for the General Assenbly's review of the 'Wrld Programme of
Action for Youth to the year 2000 and beyond' (WPAY) in 2005. It enables
young people around the world to participate in this review by assessing
their country's progress towards achi eving the conmtnments nmade i n the WPAY.
Besi des the Spani sh and Portuguese versions, the Toolkit is available in
English and French and in the near future it will also be available in
Arabic. You will find the Toolkit in all available |anguages as a free

downl oad on the website of the Programme on Youth: http://ww.un.org/youth

>> Website of the Programme on Youth now available in three | anguages <<
Besi des an English and French version, the website of the United Nations
Programme on Youth, is now al so available in Spanish. Please visit
http://ww. un.org/youth or go directly to the Spanish version via:
http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ spani sh/ i ndex. ht m



>> | nternational Youth Day Cel ebrations around the world <<

I nternational Youth Day was cel ebrated globally on 12 August around the
"youth in an intergenerational society'. To read nore about celebrations in
various countries, please visit:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/iyout hday/i ndex. ht m

To visit the official United Nations press rel ease:

http://ww. un. org/ apps/ news/ story. asp?News| D=11617&Cr =yout h&Cr 1=

>> Report "Workshop on Youth in Poverty in Southeast Asia"

The report of the Wbrkshop on Youth in Poverty in Southeast Asia is now
avail abl e on the website of the Progranmme on Youth. The Workshop was

organi zed from 2-4 August by the UN Division for Social Policy and

Devel opnent, and hosted by the Governnment of |ndonesia. The contributions of
the various presenters will be used as an input to the Secretary Ceneral's
report to the 60th session of the General Assenbly, as well as the Wrld
Yout h Report 2005.

To downl oad the report of the workshop, visit:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ unyi n/ wor kshops/ mai n. ht m
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News from UN Agenci es around the world
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>> ESCAP: |aunch of the electronic Youth Advisory Group on HI V/AIDS <<

The United Nations Econom ¢ and Social Comm ssion for Asia and the Pacific
(UNESCAP) has | aunched an el ectronic Youth Advisory G oup on H V/ Al DS

Nurmer ous decl arations and comritnents by governments stress the inportance of
yout h involvenment in H V/ Al DS policy and programe devel opment. However,
these comritnents require serious follow up by governnments, NGOs and young
peopl e thensel ves. The el ectronic forum (http://ww. unescap. org/forumns)
serves as an advisory group for UNESCAP to tune into young people's H V/ Al DS
concerns in the Asian and Pacific region. Young people fromthis region are
invited to participate in three discussion threads:

1. Analyze the main strategic issues for young people in the region in order
to fill gaps in existing H V/ Al DS strategies.

2. Reflect on political conmtnent for youth engagenent on HI V/AIDS i ssues in
their countries/comunities.

3. Analyze what is needed to strengthen the capacity of young people and
yout h organi zations to participate nore actively in H V/ Al DS-rel at ed
processes.

To read nore about the electronic youth forumand to participate init,

pl ease follow this link: http://ww. unescap. org/esid/hds/forumindex. asp

>> | LG Half the world's jobless are under 24 <<

G obal Enpl oynment Trends for Youth 2004, a new anal ysis prepared by the

I nternational Labour Organization (1LO, found that youth unenpl oynment has
skyrocket ed worl dwi de over the past decade to sonme 88 million, reaching an
all time high, with young people aged 15 to 24 now representing nearly half
the worl d's jobl ess.

The probl em goes far beyond the | arge nunber of young unenpl oyed people: the
report says that young people represent sone 130 mllion of the world's 550
mllion working poor: people who work but are unable to |ift thensel ves and
their famlies above the poverty line set at the equivalent of US$ 1 per day.



These young people struggle to survive, often perform ng work under
unsati sfactory conditions in the infornmal econony.

To read the press rel ease and downl oad the full report:
http://ww.ilo.org/public/english/enploynent/strat/stratprod. htm

>> YEN: Cuidelines to assist in the devel opnent of National Action Plans <<
The Secretary General's Youth Enpl oynment Network (YEN) |aunched the
publication "I nproving prospects for young wonen and nen in the world of
work: A Guide to Youth Enploynent". The book specifies basic considerations,
trade-of fs and experiences that can be drawn upon to devel op and i npl enent
policies, including National Action Plans on youth enpl oynent.

To downl oad the publication:

http://ww. il o.org/public/english/enploynent/strat/yen/downl oad/ gui del i nes. pd
f

>> YEN: | ndonesia Launches Youth Enpl oynment Action Plan <<

In I ndonesia, a National Youth Enploynent Action Plan (I|-YEAP) has been
drafted under the direction of the Indonesia Youth Enploynent Network (I-YEN)
steering committee. This plan was | aunched by the Indonesian Vice President,
H. E. Hanzah Hazin on International Youth Day, 12 August, and will formthe
basi s of Indonesia' s Septenmber 2004 National Action Plan subm ssion

To find out nore:

http://ww. il o.org/public/english/enploynent/strat/yen/|eaders/index.htm
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Feature: Human Devel oprment Report witten by Croatian youth
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The sixth edition of the Croatian Human Devel opnent Report is entirely
devoted to youth devel opnent. The UNDP office in Croatia decided to use a

di fferent approach this year, judging that youth and their status in the
country is one of the key questions to devel opment and foundation to further
enhancenent of Croatian society. Besides a youth focus, young people

t hensel ves wote it and deci ded upon the decisive issues concerning their
status and future. The report thus represents views on human devel opnent from
t he perspective of young people: how they insist their future should be
shaped by all who can influence it.

Tom sl av Tonmamsevic, of the Croatian Youth Network, is active in many
different NGOs and UN activities and was one of the young people involved in
drafting this Human Devel opnent Report. We asked him sone questions
concerning the process of developing the report and inplenenting the results.

Question (Q: How did the idea conme about to devote the report to youth
devel opnent and to involve youth in its drafting? How did you get involved,
and what was your role?

Tom sl av Tomasevic (TT): In summer 2003 | was present at a coordination
nmeeting of donors who are currently active in Croatia. The neeting’ s thene
was youth and | was invited as vice-president of the unbrella youth

organi zation in Croatia (CYN. During the coordination neeting donor

organi zati ons wanted to know what are the top priority problens for young
people in Croatia. | argued that there is no conprehensive report avail able
on the situation of young people that explicitly draws concl usi ons and



prioritizes problens. | suggested that the first step should be to develop a
list of priority youth problenms. As a respond to ny suggestion UNDP office in
Croatia offered to devote a UNDP Nati onal Human Devel opnent Report (NHDR) for
2004 exclusively to youth.

Q What was the division of tasks between the youth and the UNDP of fice?

TT: The Croatian UNDP office decided to invite three national youth NGGCs
working in the field and partnering with |Iocal youth NGOs all over Croatia —
i) the Denpcratic Youth Initiative, ii) the Center for Peace Studies and iii)
the Croatian Youth Network. That was a risky step as it was the first tine
UNDP sub-contracted an external organization to produce a NHDR Beside the
three national youth NGOs six other |local youth NGOs supported the report by
organi zing focus groups in different regi ons around Croatia. The UNDP office
Croatia hired an external nanager to provide assistance to these three youth
NGOs and to coordi nate the team of authors.

Q How were youth selected to participate?

TT: There were three partner youth NGGs (ne including) who served as the main
youth consultants in the process. They are youth activists with 5-6 years of

experience working on youth issues. O her |ocal youth NGOs were included

t hrough wor ki ng groups and focus group discussions. In fact al nost the whole

team was under 25 years of age.

Q How did you ensure the incorporation of the views of all youths in
Croati a?

TT: The three youth NGOs who were responsible for the entire process

organi zed focus groups in different regions of Croatia in cooperation with

| ocal NGOs. We had around 20 youth participants in each focus group and in
order to assure a representative pattern we included youth who are active in
NGOs, hi gh school and faculty students, nenbers of youth branches of
political parties, enployed young people and unenpl oyed young people. These
regi onal focus groups identified the youth issues and prioritized them It
resulted in a list of the top priority problens.

Q What has been the role of the Croatian Governnment in drafting the report?
TT: In the end of 2003, the government in Croatia changed and since then

exi sting mnistries have been reformed. Currently the restructuring process
is still underway. As a consequence there still is no governnmental body,

whi ch has capacity for the inplenmentation of the national youth policy. The
NHDR pi npoi nts that problemin the chapter on the relationship between youth
and governnment. However, interviews with governnental officials responsible
for youth progranmes were carried out and the findings have been included in
t he NHDR

If you would like to read the rest of the interview go to
http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ news/ croati ahdr. htm

For nmore information you can reach Tomislav at: tomt @l obal net. hr

The Croatian Hurman Devel opment Report can be downl oaded at:
http://ww. undp. hr/ en/ areas/ denocrati c/ nhdr_2002. ht m
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 18-21 Septenber 04: "Pan-Asian Youth Leadership Sunmt"

Hi roshi ma, Japan. The United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP) organizes,
together with the G obal Peace Initiative of Wnen, Shunmei International in
Japan and the United Nations, a Pan-Asian Youth Leadership Summit. This
Summit is the second in a series of regional Sunmits ainming to identify,
train and nobilize the next generation of Asia-Pacific |eaders for effective
i nvol venent in the advancenent of the M I I ennium Devel opnment Goal s agenda.
The first was held in June in Dakar, Senegal (for the results, visit:

www. af ri ca2015. conm) and nore will follow in other parts of the world. Al
Summits will eventually feed into a G obal Youth gathering during the 60th
session of the General Assenbly in 2005 in New York. For nore info:
http://ww. asi apaci fi c2015. org

>> 17 Cctober 04: "International Day for the Eradication of Poverty"

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2004 will be observed
around t he gl obe between 17 and 24 Cctober under the theme "Youth — A New
Voice for the MI Il ennium Devel opnment Goal s". More information will be posted

on http://ww. un.org/youth as it beconmes avail abl e.

>> 18 Cctober 04: "Youth Dial ogue on Enpl oynent and Partici pation”

Lubeck, Germany. The Youth Di al ogue is organi zed by the Deutsche Gesellschaft
far Techni sche Zusamenarbeit (GIzZ) GnbH, the Organization of the Scout
Movenment and the Youth Enpl oynment Network. The di al ogue precedes the XV.

Mal ent e Synposi um (see bel ow) and is designed to give young people the
opportunity to review and evaluate current international youth enpl oynent
efforts and present nethodol ogies for successful youth participation in

enpl oynent policy at the country level. Mre info:

http://ww. gtz. de/yout h/ yout hdi al ogue2004/i ndex. ht n

>> 19-20 COctober 04: "XV Mal ente Synposi um on Youth Enpl oynment, Enpower nment
and Participation: Securing the Future"

Lubeck, Germany. The XV Mal ente Synposium on youth enpl oynent, jointly

organi zed by the Drager Foundation, the GIZ and the Youth Enpl oynent Network
(YEN) — a collaborative effort of the World Bank, the ILO and the UN — and
supported by the Wrld Organi zati on of the Scout Mowvenent, will bring

t oget her stakeholders fromall fields of society and of course fromyouth
itself to exam ne youth enpl oynent. Discussions will focus on barriers,

sol utions and best practices with regard to fostering youth enpl oynent across
the gl obe, and to devel oping and i nplenmenting strategies that give young
peopl e everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work. Visit for
nmore info: http://ww.draegerstiftung.de/ htm e_conf_mal ente_2004. htm

>> Autunm 2005: "Eval uation of the World Programre of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly. Mre information can be found at:
http://ww. un. org/yout h.
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Website of the nonth: Korea Institute for Youth Devel opnent
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The Korea Institute for Youth Devel opnent (Seocho, Republic of Korea) is a
speci ali zed research institute for the devel opment of policies pertaining to
young people, reporting directly to the Ofice of the Prime Mnister. Visit
their website at: http://ww.youthnet.re.kr/en/htm/index. htn
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Contact infornmation
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Yout h), Fred Doulton (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie Larsen
(Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees (Associ ate Expert on
Youth Policies and Programmes) and Birgit Matten (intern).

I f you have news that you want to share via the UN Youth Flash, please send
an enmail to: youth@n. org.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an emil
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://ww. un. org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



