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VWELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a service of the UN Programe on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
peopl e in your network. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN Headquarters in New York

- News from UN Agenci es around the world

- Feature: Toolkit report fromthe Denocratic Republic of the Congo

- Upcom ng events

- Interesting websites

- Qur contact information
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
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>> The General Assenbly devotes 2 plenary neetings to Youth! <<

On 28 Cctober, the Third Cormittee of the General Assenbly unani mously
adopted the draft resolution "Policies and progranmes involving youth: tenth
anni versary of the World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and
Beyond", with explicit support from 95 nenber states. The resol ution needs to
be adopted by the plenary of the General Assenbly to becone definite.

Some hi ghlights:

1) In 2005, two plenary neetings of the General Assenmbly will be devoted to
review the situation of youth and achi evenents attained in the inplenentation
of the World Programme of Action for Youth.

2) Prior to the plenary neetings, an informal, interactive round-table
di scussion will be held on the theme "Young people: making conmitnents
matter", which will be open to the participation of Menber States, observers,

organi zations of the United Nations system and non-governnmental youth

or gani zati ons.

3) Menber States are urged to consider being represented by youth
representatives to address the plenary on this occasion, as well as in the
above mentioned informal round-table discussion

4) The Secretary-Ceneral is asked to provide an overview of the input by
yout h organi zations to the review of the World Programme of Action for Youth.
The full text of the draft resolution is available at:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ ares59l 18revl. pdf

>> Deadline to submt WPAY reviews extended to April 2005 <<

The deadl i ne for youth organizations, to hand in their review of the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY) is extended to 30 April 2005. This
became possible as the newy adopted resolution (see previous news item
allows the UN Secretariat to present the inputs fromyouth organizations in a
separate report. Subm ssions can be sent to the Programe on Youth via enuil:
yout h@n. org, or post: DESA/ DSPD YOUTH, DC2-1318, 2 UN Plaza, New York, NY
10017, USA



>> Additional printed copies of the Toolkit "Mking Commitnments Matter"

avail abl e <<

The printed versions of the guide "Making Comritnments Matter: a toolkit to
eval uate national youth policy" are available again. This toolkit offers
young peopl e support in evaluating their country's progress towards the

i mpl enentation of the World Programe of Action for Youth (WPAY)

The tool kits can be ordered for free in English, Spanish and French, by
sendi ng your name, full postal address, the preferred | anguage and the nunber
of copies (5 maxi mum to: youth@n.org. For nore info, see also:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ wyr/i ndex. ht m #t ool ki t

>> UN Yout h Del egates at work <<

This year, 11 countries sent youth delegates to the General Assenbly session:
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Denmark, El Salvador, Fiji, Finland,

Net her | ands, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. They participated in the
activities of the Third Conmittee, where they |obbied to put youth high on
the agenda. Their main focus was to increase the nunber of youth del egates to
future UN neetings. Most of them nade official statenents on behalf of their
countries. The way youth del egates are nom nated, their tasks and the issues
they bring to the table differ in all countries.

If you wish to read nore about their experiences, visit:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ unyi n/ news/ yout hdel egat es04. ht m

>> World Youth Report 2005 <<

The report of the Secretary-General, called "Wrld Youth Report 2005", will
be presented at the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment in February 2005. This
report will contain an overvi ew of the achievenents nmade in the

i mpl enentation of the World Programe of Action for Youth (WPAY) since its
adoption in 1995. Besides achievenments in the inplenentation of the ten
priority areas of the WPAY, progress towards the five new issues will be
presented. After this report is discussed by the Comr ssion for Socia

Devel opnent, it will be presented to the General Assenbly in October 2005.
The report should be avail able on-line by early January 2005.

Visit http://ww.un.org/youth

>> 2005: International Year for Sports <<

On 5 Novenber, the UN Secretary General |aunched the International Year for
Sports, celebrated in 2005. Kofi Annan said in his speech that "Sport is a
uni versal |anguage. At its best it can bring people together, no natter what
their origin, background, religious beliefs or econom c status". Roger
Federer, tennis player, and Margaret Okayo, New York Marathon w nner 2004,
are two of the anbassadors, who will reach out with this nessage,
particularly to the young people of the world.

More information can be found at: http://ww. un.org/thenes/sport
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News from UN Agenci es around the world
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>> UNDP: Young | eaders receive the 2004 Poverty Eradication Award <<
On 22 Cctober, during the 8th Poverty Eradicati on Awards cerenony, UNDP
honoured five young | eaders from devel opi ng countries for their outstanding



contributions to the eradication of poverty in their conmunities and
countries. The five 2004 award w nners are:

- Samuel Magassosso, Associ ation Leader Chekwaedzera Farmers Associ ation
Mozambi que;

- Bader Zamm’'rah, Project Coordinator, Sharek Youth Forum the occupied
Pal estinian territory;

- Edith Castillo Nufiez, Director Youth Policy, Mnistry of Youth, Wnen,
Chi | dhood and Fam |y, Consejo Nacional de |la Juventud (National Youth
Counci l), Panamm;

- Bessie Maruia, Counseling Trainer Supervisor, National AIDS Council of
Papua New Gui nea;

- M rzokhaydar |soev, Deputy Chairperson, District Devel opment Committee of
Isfara District, Tajikistan.

You can read nore about their work and the Poverty Eradication Awards at:
http://ww. undp. org/idep

>> UNDP: Results of the Pan-Asian Youth Leadership Sunmit

From 19- 22 Septenber 2004, young | eaders from sone 30 Asian and Pacific
countries gathered in Hiroshinm, Japan, for the Pan-Asian Youth Leadership
Summit. They di scussed possi ble ways to work together to tackle urgent
chal l enges facing their region, including poverty, H V/AIDS, and

envi ronnental degradation. The Sumrit was organi zed by UNDP, the d obal Peace
Initiative for Wonen and the UN M I I enni um Devel opnent Canpai gn. For nore

i nformati on and the adopted declaration, visit:
http://ww. asi apaci fi c2015. org

>> | LO' YEN: Subscribe to the YEN newsletter <<

The Youth Enpl oynent Network (YEN) is a partnership under the | eadership of
the United Nations, the World Bank and the International Labour Organization
which ains to tackle the issue of youth enploynent at the global, nationa
and | ocal |evels.

You can keep updated on YEN news by subscribing to its bi-nmonthly newsletter
that is sent out by email. To subscribe, send an email to Justin Sykes:
sykes@ | o.org

More info on the YEN: http://ww.ilo.org/yen
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Feature: putting the toolkit to use!
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The African Center for Interdisciplinary Studies (Centre Africain de
recherche interdisciplinaire, CARI), of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo,
has submitted its contribution to the review of the World Programme of Action
for Youth (WPAY) by using various sections of the Making Comm tnments Matter
tool kit.

The Center used the Toolkit to specifically evaluate the three priority areas
of Education, Grls and Young Wonen, and HI V/ AIDS, while noting that the
entire Programme is very relevant to the situation of young people in the
Denocrati c Republic of the Congo. In its evaluation, CARl exam nes the
contributions of both the Governnment and of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in the realization of WPAY and recogni zes several reasons why the
Programme has not been fully inplenented in the country. These include: |ack



of resources, conflict and regional instability, the burden of foreign debt,
and the lack of participation of young people in the devel opnent of the
programmes and policies that affect them nost.

Wthin the priority area of education, CARlI notes that this subject has
received the attention of both Governnments and civil society. Each has been
wor king with UNESCO to rai se awareness and provide training around the goa
of education for all. There has al so been substantial rehabilitation of
school s which were built during the colonial period. Legislation has been
passed to ensure free pre-school and prinmary education and to nmeke the

prof essional training of teachers a priority. Yet, these changes have yet to
take place on the ground for various reasons. Currently parents are charged
for schooling, causing exclusion of children whose parents cannot pay.
Poverty causes nany famlies to send only boys to school, accentuating the
hi gher preval ence of illiteracy anmong girls.

CARI reports that the priority area of girls and young wonen | acks specific
programm ng support in the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo. Young wonen
particul arly suffer unequal access in the economny, including access to

enpl oynment and equal remuneration. The submi ssion also notes that there is a
void both in governnental and NGO activity around programmes that protect
girls and young wonen fromall forns of violence, exploitation and

i nfantici de, and provide access to sexual and reproductive health services.

CARI notes that there exists a national programme and financial planning for
fighting H'V/AIDS and that young people are an integral part of this work.
There is political commtnment to this plan and it consists of both prevention
and treatnment for HI V/AIDS. Government services tend to concentrate on
school s, while NGOs run projects that target the nost vul nerable children who
do not attend school. CARI recomends that youth and youth organi zati ons be
nore included in the planning and i nplenmentation of HI V/ Al DS progranmes and
notes that conflict is the largest threat to the gain nmade in reducing the

HI V/ AI DS preval ence rate to an estimated 5%

The UN Youth Programe will review subm ssions received fromyouth

organi zati ons and representatives using the Making Conmtnents Matter tool kit
and sumuarize the findings in a report to the next session of the United

Nati ons General Assenbly in the fall of 2005. Subm ssions can be sent unti

31 April 2005 via emmil: youth@n.org , or post: DESA/ DSPDY YOUTH, DC2-1318, 2
UN Pl aza, New York, NY 10017, USA.
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 9-18 February 05: "Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent™

UN Headquarters, New York. The ECOSOC Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent will
meet for its 43rd session in February 2005. The review of the World Programrme
of Action for Youth will be on the agenda, as the Commission will discuss the
Secretary-Ceneral's Wrld Youth Report 2005, before it is subnmitted to the



General Assembly in the fall of 2005. It is expected that a panel discussion
on the global situation of youth will be held on Monday 14 February 2005.

To keep updated on their schedul e:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ csd/ csocd2005. ht m

>> 15-19 June 05: "African Devel opnent Forum V devoted to youth issues”
UNCC, Addi s Ababa. The UN Economi c Conmmi ssion for Africa (ECA) brings

t oget her stakeholders in Africa's devel opnent - including heads of state,
m ni sters, heads of international organizations, civil society |eaders,
research institutes and Nobel Laureates - to debate and discuss policy
alternatives and energing strategic issues for Africa's devel opnment. |In order
to put the issue of youth on the African devel opment agenda, the fifth
African Devel opment Forumwi || be devoted to youth devel opnent issues.

For nmore information, please contact: Kwabia Boateng, O fice of Policy and
Programme Coordi nation, UN ECA, tel. 251-1-443571 ext 33571

kboat eng@ineca. org.

>> 30 July - 08 August 05: "3rd World Youth Congress"
Stirling, Scotland. Peace Child International (PCl ), together with its

wor | dwi de network of sone 700 partner groups in 155 countries, will organize
a third Wrld Youth Congress on the thene: "Young people working for a
sust ai nabl e world community". The first Congress was held in Hawaii in 1999

and the second in Morocco in 2003. The Congress series provides a forum for
young people who are active in devel opnent/poverty eradication, to neet and
devel op their network. Anyone between the ages of 18 and 25 can apply and
attendance is free!

For more information, please visit http://ww.scotl and2005. org/

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the Wrld Programme of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly during two plenary neetings. More

i nformati on can be found at: http://ww.un. org/youth.
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I nteresting websites
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>> Journal of a Vietnanese youth advocate for the MDGs <<

Nguyen Thi Tuyet Mai is 23 years old and travels through Vietnamto bring the
message about poverty reduction to young people. Mai is the w nner of the
United Nations Volunteers (UNV) contest in Vietnham a youth initiative to
promote volunteerismfor the M Il ennium Devel opment Goals (MDG) . Wth her
pri ze she could sponsor her 3-nmonth trip

Foll ow Mai's travel s and adventures on her website:

http://ww. un.org.vn/ mai/indexe. ht m

>> The G obal Youth Network against drugs and crine <<

The United Nations O fice on Drugs and Crinme has updated the site of its
G obal Youth Network. On the site, you will find various tools, such as:
Coaches' Guide for Using Sport to Teach Healthy Life Skills (6 |anguages);
and Let's Tal k about AIDS (in Farsi). Under the link "Good Practices", you
will find Good practices on nonitoring and eval uati ng substance abuse
prevention anong youth.



Pl ease visit: http://ww. unodc. org/yout hnet/i ndex. ht m
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Cont act information
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programe are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Yout h), Fred Doulton (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie Larsen
(Associ ate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees (Associ ate Expert on
Yout h Policies and Programmes) and Eyyub Hajiyev (intern).

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an emil
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://ww. un.org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



