UN YOUTH FLASH
Service of the United Nations Progranme on Youth
20 Decenber 2004

WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
people in your network. Below you will read nore on

- News from UN Headquarters in New York

- Feature: Summary World Youth Report 2005

- Cal endar of Youth Events

- Interesting websites
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Bob, Joop, Fred, Julie, Charlotte, Sylvie and Eyyub of the UN Programre on
Youth wi sh you a very happy and yout hful 2005!
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
LSRR S S R R Ik

>> World Youth Report 2005 avail able <<

The advance unedited text of the Secretary General's Wrld Youth Report 2005
(A/60/61 - E/2005/7) is now avail able online. It provides an eval uati on of
the progress achieved in the inplenentation of the World Programme of Action
for Youth (WPAY) since its adoption in 1995. It reviews the global situation
of young people with regard to the fifteen priority areas for youth:
education, enploynment, poverty, health, environnent, drugs, delinquency,

| eisure, girls and young wonen, participation, |ICT, globalization, H V/ Al DS
conflict and intergenerational issues. The report will be discussed by the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opment in February 2005, before it is submtted to
the General Assenbly in October 2005.

The feature article in this Youth Flash contains a summary of the main
findings and recomendati ons. To downl oad the full report in PDF format,
visit: http://ww.un. org/esal/socdev/unyin/library/wrO05adv. pdf

>> UN Youth website available in Russian <<

Besi des an English, French and Spani sh version, the website of the United
Nati ons Programme on Youth is now al so available in Russian. Please visit
http://ww. un.org/youth or go directly to the Russian version via:
http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ russi an/ i ndex. ht m

>> Youth involved in the MII|ennium Devel opnent Goal s <<

An ad-hoc international taskforce of youth experts wote the report "Youth
and the MDGs: Chall enges and Opportunities for Inplenentation", which has
been submitted to Professor Jeffrey Sachs, Director of the UN M I I ennium
Project and Special Adviser to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. The paper
provi des exanpl es of existing forms of youth participation, case studies on
youth in devel opnent, as well as reconmendati ons as to how young peopl e
shoul d be included in the inplenentation of the MDGs at all |evels.



Downl oad the paper at http://ww. ndgyout hpaper.org and submit coments by
January 10 via an online form Your input will be used to revise the paper in
time for the 5-year review of the MDGs in Septenber 2005.

>> Order free UN Publications online! <<

The UN Programme on Youth added a feature to its website from which you can
easily order your free UN publications. The publications currently available
are the "World Youth Report 2003" in English, and the Tool kit "Making
Commitnents Matter" in English, French and Spani sh.

Go to: http://esa.un.org/socdev/unyin/tool kitwyr.asp
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Feature: Summary World Youth Report 2005
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In its resolution 58/ 133 of 20 Decenber 2003, the General Assenbly requested
the Secretary-General to provide it at its sixtieth session, through the
Commi ssion for Social Devel opment at its forty-third session, with a
conmprehensive report including an evaluation of the inplenentation since 1995
of the priority areas identified in the Wrld Programme of Action for Youth.
The main findings of this report are as follows:

"Poverty": Over 200 mllion young people, or 18 per cent of all youth, live
on | ess than one dollar a day, and 515 mllion on less than two dollars a
day. It is unclear if the poverty situation of young people worl dw de has

i mproved or deteriorated since 1995.

"Education": Since 1995, the nunber of children conpleting primry school has
continued to increase, and four out of five young people in the eligible age
group are now i n secondary school. Also tertiary enrol nent has increased; it
is estimated that globally, sone 100 million youth are currently enrolled in
uni versity-1level education. The current generation of youth is the best-
educated so far. Yet, 113 nmillion children are not in school; this conpares
with the current cohort of 130 million youth who are illiterate.

"Enpl oynent": Despite the fact that youth are receiving nore education, youth
unenpl oynent in the world has increased to record | evels. Youth unenpl oynent,
at a total of 88 mllion, is highest in the Mddle East, North Africa and
Sub- Saharan Africa. There is increased pressure on young people to conpete in
a globalizing | abour market.

"Health": d obally, young people are reaching adol escence at earlier ages and
marrying later. Premarital sexual relations appear to be increasing. Although
early pregnancy has declined in nmany countries, it is still a large concern.
HI V/ AIDS is the nost preval ent cause of nortality of youth, followed by

vi ol ence and injuries.

"Environment"”: Young people continue to be concerned for the sustainable
future, although there is a need to increase their involvenent in decision-
maki ng processes that relate to the environment.

"Drug abuse": There has been an unprecedented energence of the use of
synthetic drugs worldwi de, nostly used in recreational settings. Partia
restrictions on marketing of alcohol and tobacco have not yet prevented

hi gher use in devel oping countries; demand of illicit substances anmong youth



i n devel opi ng countries has increased to levels typically found in
i ndustrialized countries.

"Juveni |l e deli nquency": Delinquency conmtted by youth continues to be
perceived as a threat to society. In sone countries this has led to an active
i ncarceration and deterrence policy, which may have reduced crines conmtted
by young offenders; this policy has however cone at a high cost.

"Arls and young wonmen": There has been greater awareness of gender issues
anong governments. However, equal access to hi gher education and | abour

mar kets continues to be a concern in sone countries, negative stereotypes of
wonen have continued to persist, both in old and in new nedi a.

"Participation in decision-nmaking": The past decade has seen grow ng
recognition of the inportance of youth participation in decision-nmaking. New
efforts to include youth in decision-making nust recognize the changing
patterns and structures presently occurring in youth novenents.

"d obalization": Youth are nost flexible and perhaps best able to adapt to
and make use of new opportunities offered by globalization. Yet many youth,
especially in devel oping countries, have not benefited. G obalization has had
an i npact on gl obal youth enpl oynent opportunities, and on mgration
patterns; it has led to deep changes in youth culture and consunerism and in
di fferent manifestations of global youth citizenship and activism

“Informati on and communi cation technol ogy": The proliferation of |ICTs that
has acconpani ed the process of globalization in the past ten years has
presented both opportunities and chall enges for young people. The gl oba
digital divide affects young people.

"HIV/AIDS": Ten mllion young people currently live with H V/AIDS, nostly in
Africa and Asia. The spread of the virus has had a devastating i npact on
young peopl e’'s sexual and reproductive health. Young people are particularly
vul nerable to contract the virus.

"Youth and conflict": Young peopl e have been di sproportionately involved in
conflicts over the past decade. Despite the international |egal framework to
protect mnors and prevent their engagenent in conflict situations, there has
not been an inprovement on the ground.

"Intergenerational relations": The share of youth in the world' s tota

popul ation is gradually shrinking, and youth devel opment will increasingly be
viewed for the potential benefits it can bring to other generations. Despite
its changing structure, the famly renmains the first social institution where
generations neet and interact.

From the findings, ten recommendati ons can be defined:

1.- Wth over 200 million youth living in poverty, 130 mllion youth
illiterate, 88 mllion unenployed and 10 million young people living with
HI V/ AIDS, the case for a renewed commitnent to the goals of the World
Programme of Action is clear.

2.- Youth interventions should not be solely driven by negative stereotypes
of young peopl e, including delinquency, drug abuse and vi ol ence.



3.- Investing in youth starts with children. Intensified conmtnment and
i nvestment now to achieve the MIIennium Devel opment Goals will have enormus
benefits for the young people of 2015.

4.- There is a strong need to scale up the investnents in youth.

5.-  Young peopl e should be seen as partners in achieving the MII|ennium
Devel opnent Goal s.

6.- Governnents at all |evels are encouraged to devel op and i npl enent
i ntegrated youth policies, making |inkages anong the different priority areas
for youth devel opment.

7.- There is a continued need to pay special attention to various
di sadvant aged groups of young people, including the special needs of young
people with disabilities, young m grants, and indi genous youth.

8.- A set of verifiable indicators, some of which could be drawn fromthe

M Il enni um Devel oprment Goal s, would allow for better neasurement of progress
achi eved for young people in the future.

9.- Young people should formpart of the delegations to the special neetings
of the General Assenbly at its sixtieth session that will mark the tenth

anni versary of the World Programme of Action for Youth in 2005.

10.- Governnents should continuously evaluate their youth policy, and
i nvol ve young people in the eval uation

To read the full text, visit:
http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ unyin/library/wr05adv. pdf

Wth any questions, please contact the Programme on Youth at youth@n.org
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 9-18 February 05: "Conm ssion for Social Devel opnent™

UN Headquarters, New York. The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent will neet
for its 43rd session in February 2005. The review of the World Programme of
Action for Youth will be on the agenda, as the Commission will discuss the

Secretary-Ceneral's Wrld Youth Report 2005, before it is subnitted to the
General Assenmbly in the fall of 2005. It is expected that a panel discussion
on the global situation of youth will be held on Monday 14 February 2005.

To stay updated on the schedul e:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ csd/ csocd2005. ht m

>> 15-19 June 05: "African Devel opnent Forum V devoted to youth issues”

UNCC, Addi s Ababa. The UN Economi c Conmi ssion for Africa (ECA) brings

t oget her stakeholders in Africa's devel opnent - including heads of state,

m ni sters, heads of international organizations, civil society |eaders,
research institutes and Nobel Laureates - to debate and discuss policy
alternatives and energing strategic issues for Africa's devel opment. |In order



to put the issue of youth on the African devel opnment agenda, the fifth
African Devel opnent Forum wi ||l be devoted to youth devel opment issues.

For nore information, please contact: Kwabia Boateng, O fice of Policy and
Programme Coordi nati on, UN ECA, kboateng@neca. org.

>> 30 July - 08 August 05: "3rd World Youth Congress”
Stirling, Scotland. Peace Child International (PCl ), together with its

wor | dwi de network of sone 700 partner groups in 155 countries, will organize
a third Wrld Youth Congress on the thene: "Young people working for a
sust ai nabl e world conmunity”. The first Congress was held in Hawaii in 1999

and the second in Mdirocco in 2003. The Congress series provides a forumfor
young people who are active in devel opnent/poverty eradication, to neet and
devel op their network. Anyone between the ages of 18 and 25 can apply and
attendance is free!

For nore information, please visit http://ww.scotl and2005. org/

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the World Programme of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly during two plenary neetings. Mre

i nformati on can be found at: http://ww. un. org/youth.
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I nteresting websites
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>> UN:. Young people and the MDGs <<

To facilitate invol verent by young people in achieving the MIIennium

Devel opnent Goals (MDGs), the United Nations M| enni um Canpai gn has

devel oped a special MDG web site for youth. The site provides a platformfor
young people to | earn about the Goals, shows progress nade so far, and

provi des exanpl es of successful youth |ed projects to hold governnents
accountable for their pledges they made to nake a better place for all by
2015. Visit: http://cyberschool bus. un. or g/ ndgs

>> UNFPA: 4 obal Youth Partners <<

I n Septenber 2003, a group of 38 young peopl e between the ages of 15 and 26
from 27 countries around the world founded G obal Youth Partners (GYP). This
advocacy initiative, which is youth-driven and supported by UNFPA, ains to
rally partners and stakeholders to increase investnent and strengthen
commitnents for preventing H V infections anbng young people, especially
anong under-served youth. Advocacy action plans are presently inplenented in
t he Dom ni can Republic, Egypt and Panama, with other countries to foll ow
soon. Visit: http://ww.unfpa.org/hiv/gyp/index.htm

>> ESCWA: Arab Youth Directory <<

The Arab Youth Directory (AYD) is devel oped by the United Nations Econom c
and Social Commi ssion for Western Asia (ESCWA). It gives an online overview
of youth NGOs, the UN Agencies working for youth and the Mnistries in the
area. Besides serving as a platformto connect efforts and projects

t hroughout the region, the Directory ains to enhance youth NGOs' capacity
buil ding, to enpower themto participate in the fornulation and

i mpl ementation of youth policies, and to enable themto devel op nmechani sm for
nati onal and regi onal cooperation. Visit:
http://ww. escwa. org. | b/ ayd/i ndex. asp
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Contact information
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programme on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programe are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on

Yout h), Fred Doulton (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie Larsen

(Associ ate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees (Associ ate Expert on
Yout h Policies and Programes), Sylvie Pailler (Adm nistrative Assistant) and
Eyyub Hajiyev (intern).

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the infornmation service, please send an email
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI S| T OUR VEBSI TE AT http://www. un. org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



