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WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a new service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
people in your network. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN headquarters

- New from UN Agenci es around the world

Feature: devel opnent of national youth policies in 10 steps

- Cal endar of events

Interesting websites — including our site of the nonth: Drunbeat, the
Conmruni cation Initiative
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News from UN Headquarters
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>> Get ready to celebrate International Youth Day <<

Team up and get ready to celebrate International Youth Day on 12 August. This
year's thenme is Youth in an Intergenerational Society. To read nore about the
topic and to find tips on howto celebrate, please visit our website:
http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/i yout hday/i ndex. ht m
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Hi ghl i ghting UN Agencies work for youth
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>> UNESCO Brazil: Youth Devel oprment |ndex <<

The UNESCO office in Brazil released a report in March 2004 on the situation

of Brazilian youth nationw de, using for the first tine the Youth Devel opnment
Index (YDI). The YDI is a neasurenent tool similar to the UN Human

Devel opnent I ndex and is cal cul ated according to education, health and incone
i ndicators in each of the country's states. The Brazilian Governnment intends

to use UNESCO s study to design new policies for young people in the country.
Source and nore info: http://ww. unwi re.org/ UNWre/ 20040317/ 449_14098. asp

>> UNESCO Pan- African Youth Forum <<

From 22 to 26 March 2004, a Pan-African youth forumwas held in Dakar
Senegal, with the theme "AIDS: a Matter of Education". The forum was

organi zed by an alliance of the "Big 7" youth NGOs (see:

www. i frc. org/youth/big7/), which together represent a nmenbership of over 20
mllion menbers in Africa al one. Some 240 young people from 43 African
countries participated in the forum which was al so attended by several Youth
M ni sters, UN agencies, the Francophonie, National Councils against AlDS
Nati onal Youth Conmittees and | ocal NGOs. The partici pants devel oped their
own national plans to fight H V/AIDS, based on national plan information and
techni cal advice offered by the UN agencies and the Big 7. UNESCO i s



currently seeking funding to work with the young participants in the

i mpl enent ati on of these plans.

For nmore info: http://portal.unesco. org/es/ev.php-

URL_I D=19824&URL_DO=DO _TOPI C&URL_SECTI ON=201. ht M or contact: ucj @nesco.org

>> UNESCO Dhaka: OQut-of-school adol escents | earning needs <<

In March 2004, the UNESCO Office in Dhaka, Bangl adesh, organized a sub-

regi onal workshop on policy issues concerning the | earning needs of out-of-
school adol escents. The sem nar was based on a situational analysis of out-
of - school adol escents in South Asia and on the | essons learnt fromthe

i mpl ementation of an interdisciplinary UNESCO Pil ot Project pertaining to the
organi zation's cross-cutting thene 'Eradication of poverty'. Partnerships
have been nmade with | ocal youth NGOs, who are in charge of the Mnitoring and
Eval uati on conponent of the project.

For nmore info and copies of the workshop report, contact: ucj@nesco.org

>> UNFPA: Youth Advisory Committee <<

The United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) has created a Youth Advisory
Committee to recommend ways of integrating young people into nationa

devel opnent plans. This group of young people fromaround the world will also
ensure that UNFPA's global initiatives are youth-friendly and adequately
address young peopl e’s concerns, particularly regarding their sexual and
reproductive |lives, H V/AIDS and gender issues and their link with issues of
l'ivelihood.

See for nore info: http://ww. unfpa. org/ news/ news. cf n?l D=445

>> United Nations Volunteers in joint projects <<

The UN Vol unteers (UNV) programme and the Sout hern African Student Vol unteers
(SASVO) recently joined forces to nmobilize students and | ocal conmunities to
serve as volunteers in rural South Africa.

UNV runs a simlar project in Bolivia, where 1200 UN Vol unteers - al

recently graduated university students, contribute to the capacity building
of each and every community in the country.

For nore info, see for South Africa:

http://ww. unvol unteers. org/i nf obase/ news_r el eases/ 2004/ 04_04_03ZAF_SAVSO. ht m
and for Bolivia:

http://ww. unvol unteers. org/i nf obase/ news_r el eases/ 2004/ 04_02_18BOL_pres. htm

>> World Bank: My Vision, My Voice Photo Contest <<

The Worl d Bank has |aunched a gl obal photo contest titled, My Vision, MWy

Voi ce photo. Young peopl e between the ages of 14 and 20 are invited to zoom
in on their surroundings and capture their world through i mages. Wat do
young people think the world needs nore of, or less of - schools, jobs,

trai ning, health services, sonething nobody el se has thought of?

Visit: http://youthink.worl dbank. org/ photocontest/ for the contest rules and
prize information.
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>> National Youth Policy Fornulation Process <<



Many countries have established national youth policies, using the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth as a guide. OQther countries are considering
such a step. In the formulation of a national youth policy plan, governnents
and ot her stakehol ders could consider taking the follow ng ten steps:

1. Participation: involve all stakeholders right fromthe beginning, i.e. in
the design, inplenmentation and evaluation of the youth policy. Participation
fromyouth, NGOs, all related government departnents and | evels, as well as
UN Agencies is inperative to the success of the policy. It enhances the
probability of creating a youth policy that best fits the needs of youth, and
it creates support and understandi ng of the policy objectives, which is
necessary for the inplenentation of the policy.

2. Definition: define youth according to an age limtation appropriate for
your country. Youth refers to the transition period from chil dhood to

adul thood, the United Nations defines youth as all people between the ages of
15 to 24 years.

3. Situational analysis: make profiles of the devel opnent situation of the
young people in your country. The ten priority areas for youth devel opnment,
adopted by the General Assenbly in the World Progranme of Action for Youth
(A RES/ 50/ 81), could serve as a reference. Make distinctions in categories
according to age, sex, rural/urban, ethnicity, education level and famly
income. Set priorities according to your findings.

4. Resources: nake a profile of the available resources in the country.
Resources are policies, programres and financial nmeans of the governnent,
NGOs, youth organizations and private initiatives, as well as existing

net wor ks, expertise and | egal frameworks. Conpare the needs of young people
to the avail able resources. Set |ong term goals and neasurable short term
obj ectives. Design your framework for action accordingly.

5. Experience: learn from experience. Many Governnents have devel oped a youth
policy and run a great variety of youth devel opment projects. Make use of the
avail abl e research and expertise within both national and internationa

agenci es.

6. Information: make sure that the national youth policy is well known and
understood to create the necessary political and societal comitnment from
national to |local level. Establishing and naintaining communi cati on channel s
i mproves rel ationships. Experiences from'the field can enrich the
government's understandi ng of the youth situation and policy inplenentation

7. Institutional structure: establish a |ead agency in the Governnment. Youth
devel opnent inplies a cross-sectoral approach. This agency can be a mnistry
or a departnment within a mnistry. Its aimis to coordinate the activities of
different mnistries on youth matters to secure the effective integration of
youth policy into national devel opment planning. It also creates coherence
bet ween i npl enented policies and programmes.

8. Political commtment: the adoption of the national youth policy by the
Governnment and its formal enactnment by the national |egislative body
indicates the political will to initiate and pursue such a policy.



9. Adaptation to | ocal circunstances: translate national youth policy to
regi onal and/or local level, directed to the specific needs of the youth in
t hat area

10. Monitoring and eval uation: redefine goals and objectives according to new
trends, or changi ng needs in young people's lives. Wien conducting popul ation
and thene specific censuses or national sanple surveys include specific
gquestions related to youth developnent. In addition, qualitative indicators
concerni ng perceptions, attitudes and aspirations could be devel oped through
speci al surveys and studi es.

For nmore information on National Youth Policies, please visit our website:
http://ww. un. org/yout h/ nati onal yout hpol i cy
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 21-25 June 04: "Expert Group Meeting on Strategies for Creating Urban
Yout h Enpl oynent "

Nai robi, Kenya. This expert group neeting and youth roundtable will be

organi zed by the UN Departnent of Econom c and Social Affairs in

col | aboration with UN-HABI TAT and the YEN Secretariat. It will bring together
experts in youth enploynment fromdifferent regions of the world, as well as
young people from African countries to address the chall enges of urban youth
enpl oynment and young people's hopes for decent enploynent and reduced socia
excl usi on.

>> 27-30 June 04: " Pan-African Youth Leadership Sunmt"

Dakar, Senegal. The United Nations Devel opnent Programre (UNDP) organizes,
together with the G obal Peace Initiative of Wnen, a Pan-African Youth
Leadership Sunmmit, as part of the Africa 2015 canpaign to call attention to
the M1 I ennium Devel opnent Goals (MDGs). The sunmit ains to identify, train,
nurture and nobilize the next generation of African |eaders. The participants

will develop a plan of action for their region that they will present at the
African Union Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in July 2004. Siml|ar regiona
Summits will follow in other parts of the world. Al Summits will eventually

feed into a dobal Youth gathering during the UN General Assenbly session in
2005 i n New YorKk.
For more info: http://ww.africa2015. org/yout hsunmm t. ht n

>> 5-12 July 04: "2nd sitting of the International Youth Parliament"
Sydney, Australia. The International Youth Parlianent is a network of young
| eaders in 150 countries with a vision of 'youth building an equitable,
sust ai nabl e and peaceful world' . Mre information can be found at:
http://ww.iyp.oxfam org.

>> 11-16 July 04: "XV International Aids Conference Bangkok"

Bangkok, Thailand. This International Al DS Conference with the thenme 'Access
for all' will have several youth initiatives. A Youth Forum run by youth for
youth, will be held on Sunday 11 July before the Conference s Opening



Cerenony. For nore info, visit the website:
http://ww.ias. se/ bangkok/ subpage. aspx?pagel d=236 , or ensi l
yout h@i ds2004. org.

>> Late July 04 (tentative): "Wbrkshop on Youth in Poverty in Southeast Asia"
Jakarta, Indonesia. UNDESA will organize, in cooperation with the office of
the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Jakarta, a workshop on youth and
poverty in Southeast Asia, to be hosted by the Governnent of Indonesia. This
Workshop will aimto gain a better understandi ng of the speci al
characteristics of young people noving in and out of poverty and will also
contribute to the devel opnment of policies and programes specifically
focusi ng on young people in poverty.

>> 8-14 August 04: "World Youth Festival"

Bar cel ona, Spain. After Lisbon in 1998 and Panama City in 2001, Barcel ona
will host this third Wrld Youth Festival, which ains to take a step forward
i n cooperation anong youth organi zations fromaround the world and bring

t oget her 10, 000 young people fromall the continents. The festival's notto is
‘"Let's build the world'. Mdre information can be found at:

http://ww. barcel ona2004. org/ festival joventut.

>> 12 August 04: "International Youth Day"

This year's theme will be: 'Youth and |Intergenerational Relations - Young
Peopl e and the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Famly'
Events are scheduled to be held at the World Youth Festival (see above). For
nore information: http://ww.un. org/esal/socdev/unyin/iyouthday/index. htn

>> 17-21 August 04: "18th World Vol unteer Conference"

Bar cel ona, Spain. The conference is pronmoted by | AVE (I nternationa

Associ ation for Volunteer Effort) and directed by FCVS (Federaci 6 Catal ana de
Vol untariat Social). To highlight the presence of international youth

vol unteers and | AVE nenbers at the Conference, a Youth Forumw Il be held on
August 17. More info via the website: http://ww.iave2004barcel ona. org and
the lave Youth Forum coordi nator Carl os Roca Parada:

yout hi avef orum@ eder aci o. net .

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the World Programme of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly (see also 'News from UN Headquarters').
More information can be found at: http://ww. un. org/youth.
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I nteresting websites
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>> June site of the nonth: YouthActionNet <<

Yout hActi onNet spotlights the vital role that youth play in |eading positive
change around the world. Recently re-launched by the International Youth
Foundation (IYF) and Nokia, the site is a virtual gathering place for young
people looking to connect with each other about how to make a difference in
their communities. Please visit: ww. youthactionnet.org



>> The International Education and Resource Network (i EARN) <<

i EARN i s one of the |argest gl obal networks that enables young people to use
the Internet and other new technol ogies to engage in coll aborative
educational projects that both enhance | earning and make a difference in the
world. Please, visit: http://ww.iearn.org/hone. htn

>> World Bank's new site: Youthink! <<

The Worl d Bank has created a website on the devel opment and social issues
that matter to young people today. Youthink! invites young people to explore
the research, know edge and experience gathered by World Bank staff over the
past 60 years. Youthink! also invites young people to share their stories and
experience with others around the world. Visit Youthink!
http://yout hi nk. wor | dbank. or g

>> UNI CEF' s renewed site: Voices of Youth <<

Voi ces of Youth recently |launched its new site in English, French and
Spanish. In addition to conplete interactive nodules on a range of child
rights issues, there are also new, state-of-the-art discussion foruns, and a
Take action area with ideas for meking a difference. For nore info:
http://ww. uni cef.org/voy

>> Devel oprment Gateway: Youth for Devel opnent pages <<

Devel opnent Gateway is an interactive site for information on devel opment and
poverty reduction of the Devel opnent Gateway Foundation. The 'Youth for

Devel opnent' section on this site ains to bring young people age 13-21

t oget her around such devel opnment topics as the Environnent, Youth in Conflict
or HV/AIDS. Please, visit this page:

http://ww. devel opnent gat eway. or g/ node/ 182233/ ?

>> United Network OF Young Peacebuil ders (UNOY) <<

The UNOY Peacebuilders is a global network of young people and youth
organi zations active in the field of peace building, nostly working in
conflict and post-conflict regions. Please, visit their site:
http://ww. unoy. org

>> YSDA- Phi | i pi nas <<

The Youth for Sustainable Devel opnent Assenbly, al so known as YSDA-Pili pi nas
Inc., is a national alliance to support youth involvenent in sustainable
devel opnent at the community-levels. For nore info: http://ww.ysda.tk
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Youth), Julie Larsen (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees
(Associ ate Expert on Youth Policies and Programmes) and Sylvie Pailler
(Administrative Assistant).



If you have news that you want to share via the UN Youth Flash, please send
an enmail to: youth@n. org.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an emil
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://wwv. un. org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



