UN YOUTH FLASH
Service of the United Nations Progranmme on Youth
19 July 2004

WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a new service of the UN Programre on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth

organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
people in your network. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN Headquarters in New York

- News from UN Agenci es around the world

- Feature: Youth at the XV International AlIDS Conference, Bangkok 2004

- Upcom ng events

- Website of the nmonth: Youth Portal of AIF

- Qur contact information
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News from UN Headquarters in New York
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>> Making Commitnments Matter Toolkit is available in French <<

As part of our efforts to maxim ze youth input into the review of the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth in 2005, the UN Programme for Youth is
currently distributing the "Making Comritnents Matter: A Toolkit for young
peopl e to evaluate national youth policy".

We are pleased to announce that this resource is now available in French at:
http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/unyin/french/ftool kit.htm

More information on how to use the toolkit effectively is available at:
http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ wr/i ndex. ht m #t ool ki t

We are working to have the toolkit nmade avail able in other |anguages.

>> Gearing up for International Youth Day Cel ebrations <<

Young people around the world are gearing up to celebrate International Youth
Day on August 12, 2004 on the theme of "Youth in an |Intergenerationa

Soci ety". W have been inforned of celebrations in Australia, the

Phi |i ppi nes, Spain, Sri Lanka and the United States of Anerica. Details of
these events, along with nmore information and other ideas to commenorate the
day, have been posted at:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/iyout hday/i ndex. htm .

We urge you to send us information on how your organization will celebrate
the day by sending us an email at: youth@n.org

>> Qutconmes fromthe Urban Youth Enpl oynent Workshop in Nairobi <<

The "Strategies for Creating Urban Youth Enploynent in Africa" workshop was
hel d in Nairobi on June 21-25, 2004 and included both an expert group neeting
and youth roundtable. The neeting was organi zed by UN-DESA and the Youth

Enmpl oyment Network (YEN) in collaboration with UN-HABI TAT. It brought

toget her experts fromdifferent regions of the world, as well as young peopl e
fromeleven African countries, to address the chall enges of creating decent
youth enploynment in cities in Africa. The final objectives, work plan, and
out cones and recommendati ons of the youth roundtable are avail able at:
http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ Wr kshops/ Mai nPage. ht m



>> Sunmer newconers to the UN Progranme on Youth <<

The UN Programme on Youth is pleased to welconme two new people to our team
for the sumer. We are joined by Linabel Segovia-Sarlat from Mexico and
Birgit Matten from Germany. For nore information, please visit "About Us" on
our website at: http://ww. un. org/esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ about us. ht m
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News from UN Agenci es around the world
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>> UNDP: Qutconmes of the Pan-African Youth Leadership Summt <<

The United Nations Devel opnent Progranmme (UNDP) organi zed, together with the
G obal Peace Initiative of Wonen, a Pan-African Youth Leadership Summt, as
part of the Africa 2015 canpaign to call attention to the M Il ennium

Devel opnent Goals (MDGs). The resulting youth declaration and appeal to the
African Union are available at: http://ww. africa2015.org

Simlar regional Summits will follow in other parts of the world. Al Sunmits
will eventually feed into a G obal Youth gathering during the UN Genera
Assenbly session in 2005 in New York.

>> UNESCO. Three new publications <<
In order to highlight its work with and for young people, UNESCO has recently
publ i shed three docunments pertaining to youth.

1. Enmpowering youth through national policies: UNESCO s contribution is a
direct response to several Menber States’ request for assistance in
formul ati ng and devel opi ng a national youth policy which adequately responds
to young people’s needs and concerns, while pronmpting substantial youth
participation and integration in social devel opnment. The publication ains to
serve national decision-mkers and diverse actors of civil society to devel op
a viable national youth policy in active partnership with young people. To
find out nore visit: http://unesdoc. unesco. org/i mges/ 0013/001345/134502e. pdf

2. UNESCO s comritnent to youth: the Youth Forum was prepared in the follow
up to the 3rd UNESCO Youth Forum held from26 to 28 Septenber 2003, in
Paris. The publication gives an overview of the three UNESCO Youth Foruns
held to date and features the final reports containing the recomendations of
the young del egates. It also seeks to initiate a discussion between Menber
States and young people on the major issues that will arise during the
preparati on of the 4th UNESCO Youth Forum in 2005.

For more info: http://unesdoc. unesco. org/inages/0013/001345/134501e. pdf

3. All Different, Al Unique: Young People and the UNESCO Universa

Decl aration on Cultural Diversity, is the result of a joint project between
UNESCO and the International Youth Parliament. It is a "youth-friendly"
version of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity, which was
adopted in October 2001. The publication ains to introduce the concept of
cultural diversity to young people and to cultivate |inks between them
wherever they may |ive.

For more info: http://unesdoc.unesco. org/imges/0013/001345/134556e. pdf



For nmore information on any of these publications, please contact the Section
for Youth, ucj@nesco.org, or see: http://ww.unesco.org/youth

>> ESCAP's Conflict Negotiation Skills for Youth Publication <<

The Econoni ¢ and Social Comm ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) has
produced a publication on Conflict Negotiation Skills for Youth. It aims to
promote life skills training on conflict negotiation. It is directed at
gover nment and non-governmental organi zati on personnel working with young
peopl e and presents participatory training nmethods. Users are encouraged to
refine and adapt the training techniques and exerci ses as needed. For nore
info: http://ww. unescap. org/publications/detail.asp?i d=789
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Feature: Youth at the XV International AIDS Conference, Bangkok 2004
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The XV International AIDS Conference was held | ast week in Bangkok to focus
on how to advance access to information, prevention, treatnment and resources
for all people around the world. Young people are at the heart of the

HI V/ Al DS epi demic, as nmore than half of the 14,000 people newWy infected each
day are under 25 years old; the mgjority are young wonen. In spite of the

di sproportionate risks and burdens they face, young people have al so proven
to be society’'s best hope in the fight against H V/ Al DS

"Whenever there is a war, governnents summon their young people to fight. Now
is the tine they should call on us to fight the war against H V/AIDS." This
was the inpassioned plea of 2l-year-old Ricky Tonbing, head of the Del hi

Net wor k of Positive People in India, speaking to delegates during a plenary
session called "Ensuring access for youth and wormen".

"As nore than 50% of the 14,000 new i nfections everyday happen to those aged
15 to 24, surely 50% of total resources should be targeted to their needs?"
guestioned Ri cky Tonbing. M. Tonbing’s call was echoed by Raol Fransen, a
young Dutch man living openly with HV who has built schools and clinics in
Zanmbia, currently working with Young Positives. M. Fransen said that

al t hough young peopl e resented being "boxed" into one honbgenous category,
they did share many attitudes to |ifestyle and career anmbitions, and al
keenly felt the generation gap. "W are not only part of the H V/ Al DS
problem we are also part of its solution. W are not only targets, but

vi abl e and absol utely necessary partners,"” he said.

Bangkok 2004 is the first International AlIDS Conference in which young people
have been extensively involved in organizing a youth programe and a lively
debate has occurred in the Youth Lounge of the d obal Village. Neverthel ess,
said M. Fransen, young people should not be sidelined to "youth venues"
young del egates shoul d be far nore nunerous in sessions and on speaker

podi unms, and be treated as equal partners. He did not offer figures on youth
representation at this conference, but nmentioned that at Barcel ona 2002, only
200 of about 15,000 del egates were aged under 30.

He further suggested including young people on National AIDS Conmmittees and
ot her policy bodies. Youth groups represent a resource that should be
harnessed i n devel opment programme pl anning, he said. M. Fransen



acknow edged the linmited experience of young people, and that they "tended to
grow up and out of |eadership roles". Maintaining institutional nenory was
therefore vital, he argued, as were partnerships with others who could bring
a greater range of skills and experience.

More information on youth invol venment at the Bangkok Conference is avail able
at: http://ww. YOUTHandHI V. or g/ Bangkok
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 2-4 August 04: "Workshop on Youth in Poverty in Southeast Asia"
Yogyakarta, |Indonesia. UNDESA will organize, in cooperation with the office
of the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Jakarta, a workshop on youth
and poverty in Southeast Asia, to be hosted by the Governnment of |ndonesia.
This Workshop ains to gain a better understanding of the specia
characteristics of young people noving in and out of poverty and will also
contribute to the devel opnment of policies and programes specifically
focusi ng on young people in poverty. Visit:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ Wr kshops/ Mai nPage. ht m

>> 8-14 August 04: "World Youth Festival"

Bar cel ona, Spain. After Lisbon in 1998 and Panama City in 2001, Barcel ona
will host this third Wrld Youth Festival, which ains to take a step forward
i n cooperation anong youth organi zations fromaround the world and bring

t oget her thousands of young people fromall the continents. The festival's
notto is 'Let's build the world' . For nore info:

http://ww. barcel ona2004. org/ festi val j ovent ut

>> 12 August 04: "International Youth Day"

This year's theme will be: 'Youth and Intergenerational Relations - Young
Peopl e and the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Famly'
Events are scheduled to be held at the Wrld Youth Festival (see above), and
many ot her places around the world. For nore info:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/i yout hday/i ndex. ht m

>> 17-21 August 04: "18th World Vol unteer Conference"

Bar cel ona, Spain. The conference is pronmoted by I AVE (I nternationa

Associ ation for Volunteer Effort) and directed by FCVS (Federaci 6 Catal ana de
Vol untariat Social). To highlight the presence of international youth

vol unteers and | AVE nenbers at the Conference, a Youth Forumw Il be held on
August 17. More information is available at the site:
http://ww.iave2004barcel ona.org and through the lave Youth Forum coordi nat or
Carl os Roca Parada: youthi aveforumd® ederaci o. net.

5-7 Septenber 04: "The World Bank’s Youth, Devel opnent and Peace Conference"
Saraj evo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is a followup to the first youth
nmeeting of the World Bank that took place in 2003, during which President
Wbl fensohn met with nore than 110 young people fromaround the world on the
theme of "Youth, Devel opnent and Peace (YDP)." This second neeting will
serve as an opportunity to neasure progress and plan the next steps for the



conti nued col | aborati on between youth and the World Bank in addressing
poverty and pronoting devel opment and peace. For nore info:
http://wbl n0018. wor | dbank. or g/ EURVP/ web. nsf/ Pages/ YDP2004- Horre

>> 8-10 Septenber 04: "57th Annual DPI/ NGO Conference United Nations
Headquarters"

New York, USA. The therme of this year’s DPI/NGO Conference is entitled

"M |1l ennium Devel opment Goals: Civil Society Takes Action". Several plenary
sessions are planned and are descri bed on the above website. There is a Youth
Committee to the Conference that is working to nom nate young people to speak
as plenary panelists, inviting young reporters to take part and organi zi ng
youth activities such as a concert in Dag Hanmarskjold Plaza. |Infornmation
will be posted at www. un.org/youth when available. Visit al so
http://ww. ngodpi execom or g/ conf erence04/

>> 18-21 Septenber 04: "Pan-Asian Youth Leadership Sunmt"

Hi roshi ma, Japan. The United Nations Devel opnent Progranme (UNDP) organizes,
together with the G obal Peace Initiative of Wnen, a Pan-Asian Youth
Leadership Summit, sponsored by the Japanese Government. This Summit is the
second in a series of regional Sunmmits ainming to identify, train and nobilize
the next generation of Asia-Pacific |eaders for effective involvenent in the
advancenent of the M| ennium Devel opment Goal s agenda. The first was held in
June in Dakar, Senegal (for the results, visit: ww. africa2015.com and nore
will followin other parts of the world. All Summits will eventually feed
into a G obal Youth gathering during the UN General Assenbly session in 2005
in New York. For nore info: http://ww.asiapacific2015.0rg - coning soon

>> 17-24 COctober 04: "International Day for the Eradication of Poverty"

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 2004 will be observed
around t he gl obe between 17 and 24 Cctober under the theme "Youth — A New
Voice for the MIIennium Devel opnent Goal s". More information will be posted

on http://ww. un.org/youth as it beconmes avail abl e.

>> 18 Cctober 04: "Youth Dial ogue on Enpl oynent and Partici pation”

Lubeck, Germany. The Youth Di al ogue is organi zed by the Deutsche Gesellschaft
far Techni sche Zusamenarbeit (GIzZ) GnbH, the Organization of the Scout
Movenment and the Youth Enpl oynment Network. The di al ogue precedes the XV.

Mal ent e Synposi um (see bel ow) and is designed to give young people the
opportunity to review and evaluate current international youth enpl oynent
efforts and present nethodol ogies for successful youth participation in

enpl oynment policy at the country |evel.Mre info:

http://ww. gtz. de/yout h/ yout hdi al ogue2004/i ndex. ht n

>> 19-20 COctober 04: "XV Mal ente Synposi um on Youth Enpl oynment, Enpower nment
and Participation: Securing the Future"

Lubeck, Germany. The XV Mal ente Synposium on youth enpl oynent, jointly

organi zed by the Drager Foundation, the GIZ and the Youth Enpl oynent Network
(YEN) — a collaborative effort of the World Bank, the ILO and the UN — and
supported by the World Organi zati on of the Scout Movenent, will bring

t oget her stakeholders fromall fields of society and of course fromyouth
itself to exam ne youth enpl oynent. Discussions will focus on barriers,

sol utions and best practices with regard to fostering youth enpl oynent across
the gl obe, and to devel oping and i nplenmenting strategies that give young



peopl e everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive work. Visit for
nmore info: http://ww.draegerstiftung.de/ htm e_conf_mal ente_2004. htm

>> Autunm 2005: "Eval uation of the World Programre of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly (see also 'News from UN Headquarters').
More information can be found at: http://ww. un. org/youth.
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Website of the nonth: Youth Portal of AIF
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>> July’'s site of the nonth: The Youth Portal of |’ Agence

i nt ergouvernenental e de | a Francophonie (AIF) <<

The Youth Portal of |’ Agence intergouvernenental e de |a Francophonie (AlF)
ainms to gather information related to the various programes and projects

i nvol vi ng francophone youth. This virtual space offers a nunber of resources
and comuni cation tools that pronote and support cooperative partnerships and
yout h networks. Please visit: http://ww.jeunesse. francophonie.org (avail abl e
in French only).
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Qur contact information
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Youth), Julie Larsen (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees
(Associ ate Expert on Youth Policies and Programmes), Linabel Segovi a-Sarl at
(Associate Social Affairs Oficer) and Birgit Matten (intern).

I f you have news that you want to share via the UN Youth Flash, please send
an enmail to: youth@n. org.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an email
to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the subject line.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://ww. un. org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



