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WELCOME to the UN Youth Flash, a new service of the UN Programme on Youth,
keepi ng you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN and partnering youth
organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you to forward Youth Flash to
peopl e in your network. You can subscribe and unsubscri be by sending an emsi l
to youth@n.org with 'subscribe/unsubscribe' as the subject |ine. Bel ow you
will read nore on

- News from UN headquarters

- What happened to General Assenbly youth del egate Adam after returning to
Australia?

- New publications

- Cal endar of youth events

- Interesting websites — including our site of the nonth: The Worl d Vol unt eer
Web!
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News from UN headquarters
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>> General Assenmbly passes youth resol ution! <<

The General Assenbly (GA) has just passed resol ution A/ RES/ 58/ 133 concerning
policies and progranmers involving youth. The General Assembly, in this

resol ution, recognized in addition to the ten priority areas of the World
Programme of Action for Youth (WPAY), the inportance of five new issues of
concern to youth: globalization, information and commrunication technol ogy,

H V/ AIDS, the involvenent of youth in armed conflict and intergenerationa
issues. It was further decided, in the resolution, to devote two plenary
meetings during the 60th session of the General Assenmbly to reviewthe
situation of youth and the achievenents nade in the inplenmentation of the
WPAY. These special plenary neetings will take place in the fall of 2005, ten
years after the adoption of WPAY. To prepare for the special plenary
nmeetings, the Programme on Youth will be working to evaluate the progress
made in achieving actions on the priority areas identified in WPAY. Foll ow ng
t he suggestion of a youth delegate to the GA, a toolkit that assists young
people to monitor the progress their government has made towards the WPAY is
bei ng devel oped.

More information can be found at: http://ww. un. org/youth.

>> World Summit on the Information Society includes chapter on youth <<

Young people had a major input at the first phase of the World Summit on the
Information Society (WSIS), which was held in Geneva in Decenber 2003. The
Yout h Caucus was successful in getting a paragraph on youth inserted into the
draft declaration of principles (paragraph All). The WBIS is an internationa
gat hering of governments and non-governnental organizations organi zed by the



UN I nternational Tel econmunication Union (I TU). The Sunmmt is being held in
two phases, with the second phase taking place in Tunis from 16 to 18
Novenber 2005.

More information, as well as the text of the declaration can be found at:
http://ww. itu.int/wsis/index.htm.

>> Launch of Africa Environment Qutlook for Youth <<

The United Nations Environment Progranme (UNEP) is |aunching a new
publication called 'Africa Environnent Qutl ook for Youth'. The existing
Africa Environment Qutl ook (AEO) provides a conprehensive anal ysis of
environnental trends and status in Africa. It is considered an inportant too
for information di ssem nation on environmental issues in the region and is
targeted primarily at governments and policy nmakers. The AEO-for-Youth will
be devel oped by youth, for youth, across Africa. The publication will target
young peopl e between 16 and 30 years old, as well as environnental educators,
envi ronnent and youth groups, NGOs, and communi ty-based organi zati ons.

More information can be found at:

http://ww. unep. or g/ roal/ aeo/ yout h/ about . ht m
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>> \What happened to GA youth del egate AdanP <<

Every year several youth representatives join their country’'s delegation to
the United Nations Ceneral Assenbly. As delegates, their job is not only to
encourage participation of youth in General Assenbly affairs, but also, once
they return hone, to rai se young people’s awareness about the United Nations
and youth participation issues. W visited Adam Snith, the 2003 youth
representative from Australia, and | ooked at some of the work he has done
since he returned to Mel bourne.

Adam s position at the GA included a commtnment to partner with | ocal youth
organi zati ons when he returned to Australia. Since he values youth
participation at the local |evel, he has been working with groups of young
peopl e who are in the formati ve stages of beconi ng advocates and catal ysts
for community change. During this work, he noticed that the conmunities are
wel com ng of change, but that the youth thensel ves often | ack the
perspectives or nmechanisnms that will allow themto take initiating steps
toward the comunity devel opnment they envi sion.

Adam states that com ng into contact with the other youth at the Genera
Assenbly enbedded in hima sense of potential, and he believes that this kind
of cooperation and partnership is exactly what nay help young Australians to
engage with a sense of conpetence and confidence. Wth this in mnd, Adam
approached his friends and coll eagues in the international conmunity and is
now in the process of starting up the Australian Mentoring Initiative. The
idea is to connect individuals and small groups of young Australians with
voluntary nmentors around the world for a period of 6 to 12 nonths.

More info about Adam and the other youth del egates to the General Assenbly
can be found at the UN Programe on Youth Website:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ news/intervi en2003. ht m; or email Adam at
sni t h. adam m@dunai | . vi c. gov. au.
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>> UN Programre on Youth: World Youth Report 2003 <<

The Programre on Youth will launch the printed version of its "Wrld Youth
Report 2003" in April of this year. The report offers a review of the gl oba
situation of youth in all fifteen priority areas adopted by the Genera
Assenbly (see also 'News from UN Headquarters'). An advance version of the
report can be downl oaded from

http: //ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ wyr/index. htm .

>> UNI CEF: The state of the world's children 2004 <<

"The State of the World' s Children 2004" focuses on girls’ education and its
relationship to all other devel opnment goals, and to the proni se of Education
For All. It presents a nulti-layered case for investing in girls’ education
as a strategic way to ensure the rights of both boys and girls and to advance
a country’'s devel opment agenda. The conplete report including supporting data
and statistics can be accessed in PDF format at:

http://ww. uni cef.org/sow04/ sowc04 contents. htm ; or purchased from UNI CEF
via: http://ww.unicef.org/publications/index. htn

>> Youth in action: profiles of youth | eading change around the world <<

Ki nkade, S. Youth in Action: "Profiles of Youth Leadi ng Change Around the
World". Vol. 2, Cct. 2003. Baltinore, USA: International Youth Foundation

Hi ghlighted in this publication are 20 outstanding youth | eaders who have
taken a stand on issues they care about. Each is the recipient of 2003

Yout hActi onNet Awards (see www. yout hactionnet.org). This vibrant comunity of
young social entrepreneurs is tackling many of the nobst urgent chall enges of
our time, including violence, H V/AI DS, environnental degradation, and

honel essness.

The publication can be accessed in PDF format at:

http://ww. iyfnet.org/upl oads/ Yout hl nActi on2003. pdf.
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 25-30 January 04: "THI MUN Youth Assenbly"

The Hague, Net herlands. Young people fromall over the world will cone
together to discuss and anal yze gl obal problens and expl ore innovative
solutions that will then be presented to international organizations. For
nmore info, visit: http://ww.youthassenbly. org.

>> 28-30 January 04: "Regi onal Wrkshop on Youth and Enpl oynent in Post-
Conflict Arab Countries"

Bei rut, Lebanon, organized by the UN Division for Social Policy and

Devel opnent. This Wrkshop ains to exam ne and address issues related to
yout h unenpl oynment in the context of political instability, due to both civi
and mlitary conflict. It will take a closer |ook at current policies and
programmes on the issue, as well as devise strategies that can be used to



i mprove the lives of young people | ooking for decent work in the Arab region
For nmore information please contact Julie Larsen: |arsenj@n. org.

>> 28-30 January 04: "Wbrkshop on HI V/AIDS and Fanmily Wl -being"

W ndhoek, Nami bia, organized by the UN Division for Social Policy and
Devel opnent. The overall objective of the Wrkshop is to contribute to the
devel opnent of policies and progranmes which strengthen the capacity of
famlies and family networks to cope with H V/ AIDS. For nore infornmation
pl ease contact Laura Skol ni k: skol ni k@n. org.

>> 4-13 February 04: "42nd session of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnment"”
UN Headquarters, New York. The Comm ssion for Social Devel opment is a
functional commi ssion of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the
United Nations. The Conmi ssion is charged with preparing social policy for
the Council, including on youth devel opnent issues. Mre information on the
Conmmi ssi on and the agenda for February can be found at:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ csd/i ndex. htnl .

>> 16-18 April 04: "d obal Youth Service Day (GYSD)"

GYSD i s an annual gl obal event led by Youth Service Anerica and the d oba
Youth Action Network. The goals of GYSD are to nobilize youth and adults; to
i dentify and address the needs of their conmunities through service; to
recruit the next generation of volunteers; and to educate the public about
the rol e of young people as community |eaders. Moire information can be found
at: http://ww. gysd. net.

>> 14-30 April 04: "Conmi ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent™

UN Headquarters, New York. A Youth Caucus at the twelfth session of the UN
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opment (CSD-12) will be held at UN
Headquarters. For nore information, contact Catherine Kanping, Youth Caucus
coordi nator at catheri ne@outhlink.org; or nore information about CSD 12 can
be found at: http://ww.un. org/esal/sustdev/csd/ csdl2/csdl2. ht m

>> 22 April 04: "Headquarters briefing youth NGO s"

UN Headquarters, New York. The Secretariat's Programme on Youth will |aunch
the World Youth Report 2003 and brief youth NGOs on the two special neetings
of the General Assenbly on youth in 2005 (see also 'News from UN
Headquarters'). For nmore info contact Joop Theuni ssen: theuni ssen@in. org.

>> 27-29 April 04 (tentative): "Wrkshop on a global youth media culture"

O tawa, Canada, organized by the UN Programme on Youth. Even though young
people are at the forefront of the information revolution, at the same tine
they are confronted with the challenge of reconciling the reality of their
daily existence with the popul ar i mages presented by that revolution. This
Wor kshop will explore the inpact of this powerful global nedia culture on
young people. For nmore info contact Laura Skol ni k: skol ni k@in. org.

>> 23 June - 8 July 04: "International Leadership Wrkshop for Rural Youth"
Herrsching, Germany. Organi zed by FAO and the German Federal Mnistry for
Consuner Protection, Food and Agriculture. This is a biennial event that has
been hel d since 1962, with over 1400 participants from 139 countries. Mre

i nformati on can be found at: http://ww.international -herrsching-seni nar. de
or ermail: agrar @l e.de for nore informtion




>> 5-12 July 04: "2nd sitting of the International Youth Parlianment"
Sydney, Australia. The International Youth Parlianent is a network of young
| eaders in 150 countries with a vision of 'youth building an equitable,
sust ai nabl e and peaceful world' . Mre information can be found at:
http://ww.iyp.oxfam org.

>> 8-14 August 04: "World Youth Festival"

Bar cel ona, Spain. After Portugal in 1998 and Panama in 2001, Spain wll host
this third World Youth Festival, which ains to take a step forward in
cooperation anong youth organi zations from around the world and bring

t oget her 10, 000 young people fromall the continents. The festival's notto is
‘"Let's build the world'. Mdre information can be found at:

http://ww. barcel ona2004. org/ festival joventut.

>> 12 August 04: "International Youth Day"

This year's theme will be: 'Youth and |Intergenerational Relations - Young
Peopl e and the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the Famly'
More information will follow on the website of the Programre on Youth:

http://ww. un. org/youth.

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the World Programme of Action for Youth"

UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth will be
eval uated by the General Assenbly (see also 'News from UN Headquarters').
More information can be found at: http://ww. un. org/youth.
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I nteresting websites
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>> Site of the nonth: The World Vol unteer Wb <<

Start your year as a volunteer! The World Vol unteer Wb supports the

vol unteer community by providing a gl obal one-stop-shop for information,
resources, and organi zations linked to volunteerism It encourages
volunteerismin all of its cultural fornms and recogni zes young peopl e as key
actors in bringing global ideals to | ocal actions. Mre information can be
found at: http://ww. worl dvol unt eer web. or g/

>> Information toolkit for young people <<

The British National Youth Agency |aunched this website in 1997 for young
peopl e, which includes over 1000 i nformation topics and has contact details
for nore than 1200 national organizations, including hundreds of built-in web
links. More information can be found at: http://ww.youthinformation.com

>> Everything on youth enploynment <<

The Secretary General's Youth Enploynent Network, a joint initiative of the

I nternational Labour Organization, the Wrld Bank and the UN Secretariat, has
put together all key UN docunments on youth and enpl oynment on this Wbsite.
More information can be found at:
http://ww.ilo.org/public/english/enploynent/strat/yen/resource
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the

Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in New
Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point on
Youth), Grma Milugetta (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie Larsen
(Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees (Associ ate Expert on
Youth Policies and Programes), Laura Skolnik (consultant), and Eveline
Ledeboer (graduate intern, Columnbia University School of Social Wrk).

I f you have news that you want to share via the UN Youth Fl ash, please send
an enmail to: youth@n. org.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the news service, please send an enmil to:
yout h@n.org, with 'subscribe/unsubscribe' as the subject.

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SIT OUR WEBSI TE AT http://ww. un.org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



