UN YOUTH FLASH
Service of the United Nations Progranmme on Youth
20 February 2004

The UN Youth Flash keeps you up to date on the youth agenda of the UN
and partnering youth organi zati ons around the world. We encourage you
to forward Youth Flash to people in your network. You can subscribe and
unsubscri be by sending an email to youth@n.org with 'subscribe' or
"unsubscribe' as the subject line. Below you will read nore on:

- News from UN headquarters

- Feature: HIV/AIDS froman intergenerational perspective

- Save the Children's publication on participation

- E-Conferences on youth topics

- Cal endar of youth events

Interesting websites — including our site of the nonth: the South
African Youth Devel opnent Network
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News from UN headquarters

EIE R I R I I R O

>> Youth at the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent <<

The 42nd Session of the United Nations Comm ssion for Socia

Devel opnent was held from4 to 13 February 2004 in New York. This
Conmi ssion is a functional comm ssion of the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations, and is charged with preparing
social policy for the Council, including on youth devel opnent issues.
Al t hough there was no official docunentation on youth issues on the
agenda this year, an informal neeting was held to discuss the
possibilities of organizing the fifth session of the Wirld Youth Forum
in 2006. The Commi ssion made no official decisions; it is however
expected that the General Assenbly, at its 59th session in October
2004, woul d consider the issue further

For nmore info on the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnment:

http://ww. un. or g/ esa/ socdev/ csd/ csocd2004. ht m

>> Reports of United Nations youth workshops available on the web <<

A new feature has been added to our website. From now on you will be
able to read the reports and sone of the background papers of the

wor kshops that the Division for Social Policy and Devel opnent hol ds
concerning youth and i ntergenerational matters.

Pl ease visit: http://ww.un. org/esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ Wor kshops/ Mai nPage. ht m

>> Yout h Enmpl oynment Network <<

The Secretary-General's Youth Enploynent Network (YEN) was created
under the inpetus of the MIIennium Declaration, where Heads of State
and Government resolved to 'devel op and inplenent strategies that give
young peopl e everywhere a real chance to find decent and productive
work'. The Network is a partnership under the | eadership of the United



Nations, the Wirld Bank and the International Labour Organization (ILO
which is also hosting the YEN Secretariat) that ains to tackle the

i ssue of youth enploynent at the global, national and |ocal |evels. The
mandate for this global alliance for youth enpl oyment has been
strengthened by two UN General Assenbly resolutions, the Decenber 2002
resolution on pronoting youth enpl oynent (57/165) and resol ution

58/ 133, of January 2004, concerning policies and progranmers involving
youth. Both these resol utions encourage countries to prepare Nationa
Action Plans on youth enploynent by Septenber 2004, with the assistance
of the ILO the UN and the Wrld Bank as well as other specialized
agencies - and with the participation of young people. Nine countries,
nanmely Azerbaijan, Brazil, Egypt, Hungary, |ndonesia, lran, Nam bia
Senegal , and Sri Lanka have stepped forward to be |lead countries in
this process and showcase youth enpl oynent practices that others can
learn from

You can keep updated on YEN news by subscribing to its bi-nonthly

newsl etter that is sent out by email. To subscribe, send an email to
Justin Sykes: sykes@Il o.org

More info on YEN: http://ww.ilo.org/yen
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Feature
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>> Addressing H V/AIDS froman |Intergenerational Perspective <<

I ntroduction of a background paper witten by Laura Skolnik for the
wor kshop on HI V/ AIDS and Fanmily Well-being held in Nam bia from 28-30
January 04. For nore info, contact the author via: skolnik@n.org

“I'n just over 2 decades, HI V/ AIDS has perneated borders, crossed
continents, and affected individuals, famlies, communities, and

soci eties across the globe. HIV/AIDS is now recogni zed as nore than
just a health issue — it is an issue of devel opment, of econonics, of
security, and of human rights. |In 2001 alone, an estimated 5 nmillion
peopl e becane H V positive, 800,000 of them children

The spread of HHV is due to many, often inter-1linked dynam cs. These

i nclude poverty, low |l evels of education, gender inequality, population
mobility, and |ack of access to basic services. Particular vul nerable
groups, such as injecting drug users, sex workers and their clients,
men who have sex with nmen, and nobile populations still often |ack
basic i nformati on about HI V/ AIDS. Young people around the world al so
constitute a high-risk group, and lack vital information necessary for
protecting thensel ves.

"There exists an enornmous civil society “AlIDS activisni novenent,
encouraging political will, inplementing prevention canpai gns, and
provi di ng care and support services for people infected with, or
affected by, H V/AIDS. The global political will to tackle HI V/ Al DS has
al so grown, culmnating in the United Nations General Assenbly Specia
Session on H V/ AIDS (UNGASS), held in June 2001. The UNGASS Decl aration
of Conmitnent, and later M Il ennium Decl aration, set targets and goals
for worl dwi de action agai nst H V/ Al DS



"The nonentous chal |l enge remains for governnents to inplenment neasures
to nmeet these targets and goals. In addition, funds need to be raised
and resources allocated by the international conmunity. Successful HV
prevention progranmes have been identified, and now need to be adapted,
replicated and scaled up around the world. Additional enphasis needs
to be placed on the provision of care and support service, as well as
treatment options. Lastly, partnerships need to be continued and
broadened, to include governnents, civil society, the United Nations,
and the private sector."

After this introduction, the paper briefly reviews the denographic,
econoni ¢ and househol d i npacts of the HI V/ Al DS epidem ¢ and descri bes

t he consequences on the lives of youth, ol der persons, orphans and the
famly. It concludes by stating that little international attention
has been given to researching how H V/ AIDS affects, and is affected by,
the famly. In the second part of this paper the author then presents
several perspectives on addressing H V/AIDS froma fam |y perspective.
You can read the entire working paper in PDF-format at:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ Wor kshops/ W ndhoek-
backgroundpaper 1. pdf ; and read nore about the workshop at:

http://ww. un. or g/ esal/ socdev/ unyi n/ Wr kshops/ Mai nPage. ht m
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Publ i cati ons
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>> Save the Children: 'Children and Young People as Citizens' <<

Claire O Kane, 2003. 'Children and Young People as Citizens: Partners
for Social Change'. Kathmandu, Nepal: Save the Children South and
Central Asia Region.

This flagship publication of the NGO Save the Children deals with
promoting children's and young people's participation and citizenship
rights in South and Central Asia. The publication consists of an
overview and three booklets. The overvi ew provi des a sunmary anal ysi s
of Save the Children’s work. The first booklet explores the actua

vi sion and concepts relating to children’s participation, citizenship
and governance. The second bookl et shares inportant insights, analysis
and |l earning from progranme experiences in the region as well as 18 key
recommendati ons. The third booklet gives a sumary of positive outcones
fromchild participation and citizenship work in the region

The overview of the book is available at the website:

http://ww. savechildren-alliance.org.np (go to 'publication'). For nore
i nformati on contact: Shikha Ghildyal: s.ghildyal @avechil dren-

al liance. org. np
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E- Conf erences on youth topics
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>> Join the Worl d Bank's discussion on poverty and youth! <<

From 9 to 27 February the World Bank is hosting a web discussion on
yout h and poverty. This global 'e-conference' is nodeled on the fornmat
of a face-to-face conference and is open to people fromall over the



world. Participation is free of charge, and young people are

particul arly encouraged to join the discussion. Recommendati ons nmade by
participants will be shared with top decision nmakers at a nmgjor Wrld
Bank conference on poverty reduction to be held in Shanghai in My
2004. For updated information and registration for the dial ogue, please
visit: http://ww.worl dbank. org/ devforunf f orum povertyandyout h. ht m

>> Join the discussion on Youth, H V/AIDS and Gender <<

The NGO Conmittee on Youth invites you to participate in a nonth-1ong
(from2 to 29 February) online discussion for and by youth (those aged
15 to 24 years) on the gender dinensions of the AIDS pandemnic. The

di scussi on includes questions such as:

- How is gender equality part of the AIDS prevention and education that
youth activists and educators do?

- What is the role of nen and boys in confronting the epidenic, in
ternms of prevention and care?

The discussion is already in its third week and has nore than 180
contributing and listening participants fromall over the world. For
nmore info visit: http://projects.takingitglobal.org/genderAlDS. To
join, send a blank ermail to: Gender Al DS-

subscri be@roups. takingitgl obal.org. You will be sent a nessage with
the first discussion topic after you sign up
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Cal endar of Youth Events
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NB: Some events are open for participation by invitation only

>> 16-18 April 04: "d obal Youth Service Day (GYSD)"

GYSD i s an annual gl obal event led by Youth Service Anerica and the

G obal Youth Action Network. The goals of GYSD are: to nobilize youth
and adults; to identify and address the needs of their conmunities
through service; to recruit the next generation of volunteers; and to
educate the public about the role of young people as comunity | eaders.
For more info visit: http://ww.gysd. net.

>> 14-30 April 04: "Conmi ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent™

UN Headquarters, New York. A Youth Caucus at the 12th session of the UN
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opment (CSD-12) will be held at UN
Headquarters. For nore information, contact Catherine Kanping, Youth
Caucus coordi nator at catherine@outhlink.org. Mre information about
CSD- 12 can be found at:

http://ww. un. org/ esal/ sustdev/ csd/ csd12/ csd12. ht m

>> 27 April 04 (tentative): "Headquarters briefing youth NGO s"

UN Headquarters, New York. The Secretariat's Programe on Youth will

| aunch the World Youth Report 2003 and brief youth NGOs that
participate in the Conm ssion for Social Devel opnment on the two specia
neeti ngs of the General Assenbly on youth in 2005. A snmull preparatory
consultation on the General Assenbly neetings with other NGGOs is
tentatively planned for early May. For nore info contact Joop

Theuni ssen: theuni ssen@in. org.



>> 27-29 April 04 (tentative): "Wbrkshop on a G obal Youth Media

Cul ture"

UN Headquarters, New York. Organi zed by the UN Programre on Youth. Even
t hough young people are at the forefront of the information revolution
at the sane tinme they are confronted with the challenge of reconciling
the reality of their daily existence with the popul ar i mages presented
by that revolution. This Wrkshop will explore the inpact of this

power ful gl obal nmedia culture on young people. For nmore info contact
Laura Skol ni k: skol ni k@n. org.

>> June 04 (tentative): "Expert Goup Meeting on Youth in Extrene
Poverty"

Youth are one of the nobst affected groups by poverty, preventing them
to take part in society and built a stable Iife for thensel ves and
their (future) famlies. Unfortunately, little information is avail able
on the nunber of poor young people around the world and their novenents
in and out of poverty. The objective of the Expert G oup Meeting is to
gai n better understanding of these characteristics, and to contribute
to the devel opnent of policies and progranmes focusi ng on young peopl e
in poverty. For nore info contact Charlotte van Hees: vanhees@n. org.

>> 21-25 June 04: "Expert Group Meeting on Strategies for Creating
Urban Yout h Enpl oynment”

Nai robi, Kenya. This expert group neeting and youth roundtable will be
organi zed by the UN Departnent of Econom c and Social Affairs in

col | aboration with UN-HABI TAT and the YEN Secretariat. It will bring
toget her experts in youth enploynment fromdifferent regions of the
world, as well as young people from African countries to address the
chal | enges of urban youth enpl oynent and young people’s hopes for
decent enploynment and reduced social exclusion. For nore info contact
Julie Larsen: |arsenj@n.org

>> 23 June-8 July 04: "International Leadership Wrkshop for Rura
Yout h"

Herrsching, Germany. Organi zed by FAO and the German Federal M nistry
for Consunmer Protection, Food and Agriculture. This is a biennial event
that has been held since 1962, with over 1400 participants from 139
countries. More information can be found at: http://ww.international -
herrschi ng-sem nar.de; or email: agrar@l e.de for nore information

>> 5-12 July 04: "2nd sitting of the International Youth Parliament"
Sydney, Australia. The International Youth Parlianent is a network of
young | eaders in 150 countries with a vision of 'youth building an
equi tabl e, sustainable and peaceful world' . Mrre information can be
found at: http://ww.iyp.oxfam org.

>> 11-16 July 04: "XV International Aids Conference Bangkok"

Bangkok, Thailand. This International Al DS Conference with the thene
"Access for all' will have several initiatives for and by youth. A
Youth Forum run by youth for youth, will be held on Sunday 11 July
before the Conference’'s Opening Cerenony. For nore info, visit the
website: http://ww.ias.sel/ bangkok/ subpage. aspx?pagel d=236 or email
yout h@i ds2004. org.



>> 8-14 August 04: "World Youth Festival"

Bar cel ona, Spain. After Lisbon in 1998 and Panama City in 2001
Barcelona will host this third Wrld Youth Festival, which ainms to take
a step forward in cooperation anmong youth organi zati ons from around the
worl d and bring together 10,000 young people fromall the continents.
The festival's motto is 'Let's build the world'. More information can
be found at: http://ww. barcel ona2004. org/ festival joventut.

>> 12 August 04: "International Youth Day"

This year's theme will be: 'Youth and |Intergenerational Relations -
Young People and the tenth anniversary of the International Year of the
Fam |y'. Events are scheduled to be held at the World Youth Festiva
(see above). More information will follow on the website of the
Programe on Youth: http://ww.un. org/youth.

>> 17-21 August 04: "18th World Vol unteer Conference"

Bar cel ona, Spain. The conference is pronmoted by | AVE (I nternationa
Association for Volunteer Effort) and directed by FCVS (Federaci 6
Catal ana de Voluntariat Social). To highlight the presence of

i nternational youth volunteers and | AVE nenbers at the Conference, a
Youth Forumwi |l be held on August 17. More info via the website:
http://ww. iave2004barcel ona.org and the lave Youth Forum coordi nator
Carl os Roca Parada: youthi aveforumd® ederaci o. net.

>> Cct ober 05: "Evaluation of the World Programme of Action for Youth"
UN Headquarters, New York. The UN World Progranme of Action for Youth
will be evaluated by the General Assenmbly (see also 'News from UN
Headquarters'). Mre information can be found at:
http://ww. un. org/yout h.
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I nteresting websites
kkhkkkkhhkkkhhkhkkhkkhkhkxkkrhkkkk*k

>> Site of the month: South African Youth Devel opnent Network <<

The Youth Devel oprrent Network (YDN) is a national network of youth
organi zations in South Africa. The YDN expl ores ways of scaling up the
i mpact of youth devel opnent progranmmes, shares information and best
practices, secures resources to support youth devel opnment and advocates
for the interests of young people. Visit their website to | earn nore
about YDN s work. Visit: http://ww.ydn.org.za/

>> Safe Water, |ndigenous Peoples and Environnent <<

A new project sponsored by the United Nations Cyberschool bus - "Punped
Up for Peace" — seeks to rally teachers and students around the world
to raise noney to build water filtering systens and punps. Visit:
http://ww. cyberschool bus. un. or g/ puf p/ per u/ about . asp

>> Web special on child soldiers <<

The United Nations Ofice for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(IRIN) has a Web Special on child soldiers. Visit:
http://ww.irinnews. org/webspeci al s/ chil dsol di ers/



>> Youth resources on-line guide <<

An initiative of the International Council on National Youth Policy
(ICNYP) in co-operation with UNESCO | NFOYOUTH. The Gui de presents
profiles, links, and contacts of organizations fromvarious parts of
the world which provide different types of resources for youth
policies. The Guide provides a manual of guidelines and a sel ect

bi bl i ography for research on resources for youth policies. Visit:
http://ww. yout h-resources. net

>> UNI CEF | nnocenti Research Centre <<

The UNI CEF | nnocenti Research Centre, in Florence, Italy, was
established in 1988 to strengthen the research capability of UN CEF and
to anplify its voice as an advocate for children worldw de. The Centre
hel ps to identify and research areas vital to the current and future
wor k of UNICEF, the United Nations Children's Fund. This site offers
many publications on child and youth related issues. See:
http://ww. uni cef-icdc. org/

>> Yout h Business International <<

Yout h Busi ness International (YBl), a unit of The Prince of Wiles

I nternational Business Leaders Forum hel ps di sadvant aged young peopl e
realize their anbitions to become entrepreneurs. It also provides the
Secretariat for the Entrepreneurship G oup of the Youth Enpl oynent
Network (see 'news from headquarters'). Please visit: http://ww.youth-
busi ness. org
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Cont act
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UN Youth Flash is a free service of the UN Programre on Youth, of the
Di vision for Social Policy and Devel opnent, within the Departnent for
Econom ¢ and Social Affairs (DESA) at the United Nations Secretariat in
New Yor k.

Currently working with the programme are Joop Theuni ssen (Focal Point
on Youth), Grm Milugetta (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Julie
Larsen (Associate Social Affairs Oficer), Charlotte van Hees

(Associ ate Expert on Youth Policies and Programes), Laura Skol nik
(consultant), and Eveline Ledeboer (graduate intern, Colunbia

Uni versity School of Social Work).

If you have news that you want to share via the UN Youth Flash, please
send an enmi|l to: youth@n. org.

To subscri be and unsubscribe to the information service, please send an

email to: youth@n.org, with 'subscribe' or 'unsubscribe' as the
subj ect .

>>>>>>>>>>> VI SI T OUR VEBSI TE AT http://www. un. org/youth <<<<<<<<<<<<



