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ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
THE WORLD’S INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

9 August 2003

At the second session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Inclig’enous Issues,
held in New York from 12 to 23 May 2003, UNESCO reminded the almost 2,000
participants that its Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity is one of the most
important international texts for inc],ig’enous peoples. The sateg’uarcling’ of incligenous
cultures, and of cultural diversity in g’eneral, has become an absolute imperative in the
context of g’loi)alization, malzing’ it necessary for culture to take its place once again at the
heart of development policies. This was also one of the lzey messages to emerge from the
]o}iannesl)urg’ World Summit on Sustainable Development, in Septeml)er 2002, and it was

empllatically endorsed ]:)y such eminent inclig’enous persons as Ms Rig’o])erta Menché Tum
(Guatemala) and Ms Esther Camac (Costa Rica).

It was in this same spirit that the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development was celebrated on 21 May 2003. The fragility of incligenous cultures is one of
UNESCQO’s major preoccupations, and the recent approval i)y g’overnmental experts of its
preliminary draft international convention for the sateguarcling of the intang’ii)le cultural
heritag’e, a lzey step towards a(lopting’ a new universal instrument, is a milestone in the

recognition and sateg’uar(iing' of these vulnerable cultures.

In connection with the implementation of the 1972 Convention for the Protection of
the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, many members of the World Heritage
Committee wish to encourage the establishment of a network for the exciiang’e of
information on sacred sites and cultural landscapes whose protection requires close
cooperation with inclig'enous peoples.

Taleing’ into account the cultural and educational needs of indig’enous peoples is a
c}laﬂeng’e to which we must continue to rise. In the field of education, mother-tong’ue
education and encouragement for multiling’ualism should lielp provi&e in(iig’enous
communities with quality education. In the field of culture, programmes on en(].ang'erecl
lang’uages, interrelig’ious dialog’ue - expanc].e(l to include other forms of spirituality, the
revitalization of cultural resources, and a culture-specific approach to comt)ating’ AIDS -

are examples of practical actions of major interest to these peoples.

No effort must be spare(i to streng’then partnerships with inclig’enous institutions and
communities so as to encourage more effective cooperation at every level. The recent
nomination of Patricia Velazquez, a member of the wayuu inclig’enous community
(Venezuela) and President of the Wayuu Taya Foundation, as UNESCO Artist for Peace,
will give a particular resonance to the message we wish to address to the world in favour of
safeguarding in(iig'enous cultures, whose invaluable contribution to universal civilization

must be aclznowleclgecl and enhanced.

I therefore invite all our institutional partners and all those active in civil society to
mobilize to make 9 August, International Day of the World’s In(iig'enous People, a
resouncling’ success.
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