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Mr Cyril Enweze, Vice-President of IFAD
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a special pleasure for us, the Secretariat of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, to be here today and we welcome this very good cooperation with IFAD colleagues and the hosting of this side event.  We believe that we and the whole UN system can learn a lot from good examples of IFAD’s work with indigenous communities.
I would also like to welcome each one of you, delegations of Member States and of the UN system.  Let me add that many other UN funds, programmes and agencies who were informed by us about this event would have liked to be present, but distance and time constraints did not allow them to do so.  Yet many of our UN agency colleagues, who are now working hard on the MDGs have asked us to represent them here,  to report to them about the discussions of today and to convey their regards and solidarity with this effort.
Distinguished delegates,

Indigenous Issues are not new to the UN.  A long history of the interface of the indigenous movement with the UN  has been developing over the last 40 years, mainly through the UN human rights system and the ILO Conventions 107 and 169 on indigenous and tribal peoples.  What is new today is that indigenous issues are an emerging priority within the UN system and the establishment and increasing importance of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is a visible proof .

The UN Permanent  Forum is a new body, a subsidiary of the Economic and Social Council, established in the year 2000, just two months before the adoption of the Millennium Declaration by the Millennium Summit in September of the same year.  The Forum is a unique body in the United Nations system, as its 16-member composition is half government-nominated and half indigenous-nominated. Its mandate is very broad: the Forum is to discuss issues of economic and social development, health, education, environment, culture and human rights, and to advise ECOSOC and the UN system on these issues; to promote the mainstreaming and coordination of indigenous issues within the UN system; and to raise awareness and produce material.
In its brief life, three sessions until now, the Forum has established its authority thanks to its strong constituency of Member States, indigenous organizations and the UN system working in partnership.  Some 1200 observers attended the 2004 session of the PF last May, namely 1000 indigenous representatives, 70 states and 35 inter-governmental entities. Forty side events took place and 35 documents/reports from the UN system , governments and indigenous peoples were processed. And there is an increasing engagement of regional organizations, such as the Council of Europe, and IFIs.  In addition, an Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues has been constituted, composed of some 20 entities, that is in active dialogue and support of the Forum during and in-between sessions.
One of the main recommendations made by the Forum in its first 3 sessions is that those agencies, funds and programmes that have not already done so should adopt policies on indigenous peoples—and this has already been the case with UNDP, WHO, ADB and the Council of Europe.  We also know that UNICEF is working on such a policy at the regional level in Latin America and that the Word Bank is in the process of finalizing such a policy.
The Forum devoted the Special Themes of its Second and Third Session to indigenous children and to Indigenous Women.  This year’s session in May is devoted to the MDGs, especially the first two—and the next couple of years will see a continuing focus of the Forum on the MDGs. After all, the deadline set for the achievement of the MDGs is 2015, and it coincides with the end of the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People that has just begun.
Distinguished delegates,

It is with a sense of urgency that the Forum is turning to the world so that indigenous peoples will not be forgotten or neglected during this global effort.
In addressing the PFII last year, the Secretary-General spoke of the need for partnerships between the  UN, governments, international organizations, civil society groups, private businesses and, above all, indigenous peoples themselves, for the promotion of development, human rights and peace. These partnerships will only work, however, if there is genuine participation of indigenous peoples in the decisions that affect them – and if there is genuine sensitivity towards their cultures.

The Secretary-General stressed:
“As part of our global effort to overcome the [se]  problems (that indigenous peoples face), we must develop schemes that specifically target indigenous peoples. The UN will play its part in helping Member States try to transform those MDGs into indigenous realities”.

**************************************************

Let me now turn to our distinguished panel and introduce Ms Victoria Tauli-Corpuz who will provide an overview of IFAD’s work in support of indigenous and tribal peoples and will also moderate the panel.
