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HIGH-LEVEL PANEL ON

Indigenous Peoples Perspectives on Development and the Millennium  Development Goals
(Rome, 15 February 2005)

Organized by UNSPFII in cooperation with Tebtebba Foundation and IFAD
within the framework of the session of the Governing Council of IFAD
Speaking notes of Ms Ida Nicolaisen, Members of the UNPFII
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues I am pleased to welcome you to this important discussion on Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives on Development and the Millennium Development Goals and I would like to congratulate the organizers on this initiative and IFAD for its hospitality.  I am pleased to say that IFAD, an extremely important institution in our area, has participated actively at the Permanent Forum from the beginning.
As you are all aware, nearly five years have passed since world leaders adopted the Millennium Declaration, and the MDGs as part of their commitment to eradicate poverty and promote human rights, democracy, and respect for nature.  The achievement of the  MDGs not only requires a truly global partnership at all levels, but also an understanding of the sensitivities and needs of the most marginalized and vulnerable people in our global society, and the underlying factors responsible for creating these conditions.  Indigenous peoples constitute more than 370 million of the world’s population, and make up approximately 90 percent of the world’s linguistic diversity.  They also inhabit most of the world’s areas with the highest amount of biodiversity. 
 Although detailed information and disaggregated statistics are often lacking on indigenous peoples at the national and sub-national levels, the information that is available indicates that indigenous peoples rank at the bottom of most social and economic indicators.  They are often the most marginalized in society, and their livelihoods, culture, and language are often most threatened.  The UN Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues recently mentioned in their statement that “while the MDGs have the potential for assessing the major problems faced by indigenous peoples, the MDGs and their indicators for achievement do not necessarily capture the specificities of indigenous and tribal peoples and their visions.”  We believe that the targets set out in the MDGs will only be truly meaningful if the vulnerabilities of indigenous peoples are recognized and policies and programs are put in place in partnership with indigenous peoples to address these vulnerabilities.  
{Views of indigenous Peoples Development}

Indigenous peoples recognize the reality of a global society, and bring their own perspectives to development, which are based on principles of sustainability, interdependence with this world, and efficient and effective utilization of natural resources.  Indigenous peoples’ traditional knowledge and natural resource management systems enable them to utilize resources in a manner which development practitioners and the private sector are constantly learning from.  We see pharmaceutical companies patenting and marketing medicines and health products, which have been passed down for generations amongst indigenous peoples as cures for ailments and healthy living.  We see traditional systems of medicine gaining popularity in today’s world as alternatives to the allopathic system of medicine for a number of ailments.  We have also witnessed the survival of some indigenous peoples in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands after the recent Tsunami due to their traditional knowledge and oral history, which enabled them to seek refuge before the onset of the tidal wave. In other words the livelihoods, methods of survival and vision of development that indigenous peoples bring are valuable to this world and critical for its long-term sustainability.  It is time for us to listen. And it is time for us to pay attention to the indigenous voices at international fora, including at the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, asking that the world respect indigenous peoples’ will to determine their own mode of development.
{Areas of specificity of indigenous peoples poverty/situation and relation to MDGs}
Ladies and Gentlemen, the reality of development and its impact in many parts of the world is often grim, whereby indigenous peoples are often excluded from participation, planning, and formulation of policies, programs and projects which directly impact their communities, and thus they are pushed to the margins of society. For example, investments in extractive industries or the creation of hydro-electric dams in the territories of indigenous peoples without their free, prior, and informed consent has often led to their displacement, loss of habitat and further impoverishment in society. This has also been recognized by the World Bank in its Extractive Industries Review, which points out poor mechanisms of public consultation, involuntary settlement, and deficiencies in the application of issue-specific safeguards with respect to indigenous peoples.  As a result, the World Bank is in the process of revising its Policy on Indigenous Peoples in a manner which would require broad community support for the approval of projects.

The Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has reviewed a number of MDG progress reports of countries with indigenous peoples. Very few of these reports actually provide specific information and disaggregated data on indigenous peoples.  One of the papers that does provide data, and this is indeed commendable, is the MDG Report of Guatemala.  Various indicators in Guatemala indicate that indigenous peoples are in a much more difficult situation than the non-indigenous population in areas such as the proportion of population below $1/day, net enrolment rates in primary education, adult literacy and proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel. Evidence shows that this type of situation exists not only in least developed countries but also middle income countries. UNDP’s 2003 Human Development Report recognizes that in countries with a middle level of human development, indigenous peoples often live in pockets of poverty due to structural inequalities and institutional discrimination.

Addressing the poverty of indigenous peoples also has significant reverberations for the development of the overall society. A study in Latin America (Zonisen 2000), indicates that ending the marginalization of indigenous peoples would potentially expand the national economy of Bolivia by 37%, Brazil by 13%, Guatemala by 14% and Peru by at least 5%, demonstrating that national economies and society as a whole stand to gain from ending the marginalization of indigenous peoples contributions.

I wish to commend a recent study jointly conducted by HABITAT and OHCHR on Indigenous Peoples’ Rights to Adequate Housing provides a case in point as to the structural inequalities of indigenous peoples in the housing sector.  The conclusions of this research, based on various country case studies, indicate that indigenous peoples are subject to discrimination and inequality in almost all aspects of housing such as the absence of meaningful participation in the development of housing laws and policies, and discriminatory allocation of resources.  The study also notes that indigenous peoples lived in overcrowded housing conditions, which increases the risk of transmission of disease, instances of domestic violence, and other violations.  
What can international agencies, donors and governments do to promote IPs development?
First of all, it is clear that we need to address indigenous peoples’ realities in order to meaningfully achieve the targets of the Millennium Development Goals, in particular in countries with large indigenous populations. 
Second: The UN Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues has noted that international development agencies and governments are increasing their efforts to align the MDGs with comprehensive Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers, which could provide an opportunity for addressing structural inequalities that impoverish indigenous peoples.  However, a recently conducted ILO ethnic audit of some PRSPs, shows that many PRSPs do not take indigenous peoples into account in the PRSP setting process or in the strategies proposed.  It is therefore imperative that international agencies, donors, and governments involve indigenous peoples in a meaningful way in the PRSP setting process, and at all levels of policy formulation, implementation and evaluation, particularly on issues that directly affect them. Without the meaningful participation and consultation of indigenous peoples, the historic processes of exclusion and marginalization will only continue and not enable indigenous peoples to overcome the structural and institutional reasons for their poverty.  
Third: The recently released Report of the UN Millennium Project recognizes the necessity of working back from the 2015 targets and timelines in which each country should map key dimensions and underlying determinants of extreme poverty by region, locality and gender, as well as undertaken a detailed needs assessment.   I am convinced that it is important to involve indigenous peoples in this national level exercise, without which the key determinants of poverty for the most marginalized indigenous peoples will not be adequately assessed for the achievement of these goals. 
Fourth: The Report of the Millennium Project also recognizes rural poverty amongst indigenous communities in the Andean countries of Latin America, and lack of equitable access to public infrastructure and resources among tribal peoples of South Asia.  It therefore recommends targeted interventions in the areas of health, education, water and sanitation and the direction of resources to these extremely marginalized peoples.  We agree with the necessity to undertake targeted interventions, and again reiterate the need to meaningfully involve indigenous peoples in the design of these interventions, so that they may be culturally appropriate, directly beneficial and least disruptive to indigenous communities. 
Fifth: A great concern that we should all address and that the Permanent Forum has noted is the increased feminization and indigenization of poverty.  We should no longer tolerate the alarming number of indigenous women being trafficked and sold into prostitution, which further increases the risk of HIV/AIDS and STD incidence and prevalence in indigenous communities, and often leads to the destruction of the social fabric of indigenous peoples.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, the road ahead is full of challenges.  What is at stake are not only the approximately 5000 indigenous cultures of our planet, but our common human heritage, a heritage that we must respect and cherish or else the future of all of us is at risk.
On behalf of the Permanent Forum I would also like to take the opportunity to invite the Member States represented at this Governing Council Session to the Fourth Session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, from 16 to 27 May in New York, whose theme will be Millennium Development Goals and Indigenous Peoples.
Thank you

