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I am delighted to be here today, on behalf of IFAD, to open this side event on Integrating Indigenous Peoples’ Perspectives on Development to Reach the Millennium Development Goals, and I would like to thank you all for accepting our invitation to this event. 

Since the preparatory conference in Bali to the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg (2002), IFAD has taken a more proactive advocacy role for Indigenous Peoples within the international dialogue, beyond the confines of its projects. 

In this respect, we are very grateful for the growing partnership we have built with the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues since 2002. This seminar has been organized by the Permanent Forum in collaboration with indigenous experts and NGOs, and marks another important milestone in the relationship between the Permanent Forum, the NGOs and IFAD.
Three quarters, or 900 million, of the 1,2 billion human beings who suffer from extreme poverty live in rural areas. IFAD has realised that one of the major causes of poverty is marginalisation and that indigenous peoples are amongst the most marginalised groups. Today, there are about 300 million indigenous peoples living in 70 different countries; hence they make up one third of IFAD’s prime target group. Supporting indigenous peoples towards their own self-development can make an important contribution towards reaching the Millennium Development Goals.
Since its establishment, IFAD has channelled a significant part of its loans and grant funds to support indigenous peoples in various regions of the world. For example, in Africa IFAD has supported improvements in the livelihoods and natural resources management of pastoralists and of other small groups such as the Imraguen fisherfolks in Mauritania. Also, the Fund has recently started working with the Batwa peoples in RDC and in Rwanda. And in Asia and Latin America alone, the total loan funds allocated to indigenous peoples amount to about one fifth of the total loans extended in those regions, or more than USD 800 Million of financial support. 
IFAD’s interest in indigenous peoples does not stem only from issues of poverty, social justice and humanitarian concerns. It also grows out of a recognition of their enormous untapped potential. We have come to appreciate their value systems and to recognize their stewardship of natural resources and biodiversity. Yet, our knowledge of their world-view is still very limited.
Therefore, today, we are here to listen to representatives of indigenous peoples from various continents who will tell us about their perspectives on development - livelihoods, sustainable use of natural resources, knowledge, culture, identity and heritage. 
During its 26 years of field experience IFAD has learned a number of important lessons, of which the first and most important is that development assistance must be culturally sensitive and take into account the aspirations, the wants and needs of marginalised groups. 
I would like to highlight a number of other important lessons we have learned throughout these years. They relate to:
Secure access to natural resources. Access to land and related resources and security of tenure are crucial to achieving the objectives of poverty reduction.

Focus on women - Indigenous women can ensure sustainable natural resources management and biodiversity conservation. Efforts to enhance women’s capabilities to promote social transformation, rural and economic development, and the peace agenda have begun to bear fruit. 

Holistic approach. Indigenous peoples’ way of life is holistic; therefore any interventions aiming at improving their well being must adopt a holistic approach.
Role of indigenous knowledge. Revitalising indigenous knowledge systems and building on them can improve food security, increase household income and foster self-esteem.
Making markets work for the poor. Brokering of strategic and innovative partnerships between private industry and local producers or creating market links between indigenous producers and outside buyers can increase their income-earning potential.
Putting funds and resources in the hands of indigenous communities - IFAD has long recognized that capacity building, self-development and ownership can be considerably enhanced by entrusting indigenous communities with the direct management of resources and funds. 

Importance of indigenous governance systems. Strengthening indigenous decision-making institutions increases their bargaining power and their ability to negotiate with other authorities. 
Provision of legal assistance. Legal assistance on issues including land, water and human rights can help reduce exploitation and poverty. Similarly, legal instruments are needed to protect intellectual property rights of indigenous peoples. 

These are some of the broad lessons IFAD has learnt over its 26 years of field experience. 

We sincerely hope that this side event will provide all of us with evidence and concrete suggestions of how we can be more effective in integrating the perspectives of Indigenous Peoples for reaching the Millennium Development Goals. 
We also hope that this feedback will assist IFAD in better designing programmes and in engaging in policy dialogue and advocacy in support of indigenous and tribal peoples. 
I am therefore pleased to declare this side event officially opened.
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