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CONCEPT NOTE
Organizers:

1. At its sixth session in May 2007, the United Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues recommended the following:
The Permanent Forum welcomes the invitation extended by the Russian Federation to hold a United Nations expert group meeting devoted to environmental and indigenous peoples’ issues in Khabarovsk, Russian Federation, in August 2007, and invites other States to follow the good example of the Russian Federation.

2. This United Nations International Expert Group Meeting on Indigenous Peoples and Protection of the Environment (hereinafter referred to as the “Expert Group Meeting”) will be hosted by the Government of Khabarovsk, the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the Russian North, Siberia and the Far East (RAIPON) in the Russian Federation.

3. The organizers of the Expert Group Meeting are: the Government of Khabarovsk, the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the Russian North, Siberia and the Far East (RAIPON), the Public Chamber of Russian Federation and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
Venue:

4. The venue for the Expert Group Meeting will be in the city of Khabarovsk, Russian Federation. 
Dates of the Meeting:

5. The dates of the Expert Group Meeting are 27 – 29 August 2007. However, participants will be required to travel prior to 27th August and return after 29th August 2007.

Context/Background to the Meeting:

6. The organizers of the Expert Group Meeting considered pollution to be the major theme for this meeting. This concept paper provides a brief overview of the various forms of pollution that impact on indigenous peoples’ lands and livelihoods which may assist experts in the preparation of their papers.

7. For thousands of years, indigenous peoples have been an integral part of their lands and ecosystems and have relied on the biological resources of their lands for their livelihood. There are approximately 370 million indigenous peoples representing some 5,000 languages. They live in more than 70 countries in all of the world's regions, from the Arctic to the Amazon, from the Sahara to the Pacific Islands. It is no coincidence that many of the world’s biological diversity and genetic resources are found on lands occupied by indigenous peoples.

8. Lands and territories traditionally occupied or used by indigenous peoples are generally enjoyed collectively; preserved for future generations; are deeply intertwined with world views, with religious practices, identity, cultural heritage, political and social cohesion and economic livelihood. In many instances, due to colonization, occupation, mega projects, conflict and other reasons, indigenous peoples have been dispossessed and/or forcibly removed from traditional lands and sacred sites. This practice was rationalized by various legal and political doctrines including ‘discovery’, ‘terra nullius’ and ‘trusteeship’ as well as various theories and practices such as the dominant development paradigm which were, and are largely driven by economic agendas.  

9. The relationship between indigenous peoples and their environment has also been further eroded due to development projects, mining and forestry activities, and agricultural programmes. Environmental damage has been substantial: flora and fauna species have become extinct or endangered, unique ecosystems have been destroyed, and rivers and other water catchments have been heavily polluted. Commercial plant varieties have replaced the many locally adapted varieties used in traditional farming systems, leading to an increase in industrialized farming methods. The recent development of biofuels in oil palm and other monocropping plantations has also had an effect on indigenous peoples’ lands and livelihoods.
10. The environmental impact of extractive industries, the extension of plantation economies, the destruction of the forests due to unrestrained logging are all processes that impact on indigenous peoples negatively, and pave the way for massive violations of their human rights. Further, the construction of hydroelectric dams and roads and development of tourism, including cultural tourism and ecotourism have also had a negative impact on the environment and well-being of indigenous peoples.

11. In many areas of the world, indigenous peoples and their territories have also been vulnerable to man-made disasters such as nuclear testing, nuclear disasters, chemical spillage, toxic dumping as well as well as global warming (melting and shrinking of the polar ice caps in the Arctic, rising sea levels in the Pacific and desertification in some regions of Africa) and contamination of waters and food supplies through waste and toxic chemicals. The effects of natural disasters such as tsunamis, earthquakes and cyclones also contribute to the pollution of indigenous peoples’ traditional food sources.

12. Transborder contamination of the Amur river (in the Russian Federation) over the past fifteen years has jeopardized the security of the population settled in the area of the river basin. Of particular concern is its impact on the indigenous peoples’ livelihoods. The traditional lifestyle of indigenous peoples living in the region is tightly connected with the Amur river as their economy is based on fishery. The contamination of the water bioresources by toxic substances endangers the culture and traditional lifestyles of  indigenous peoples. A major focus of indigenous peoples’  traditions and livelihood is subsistence fishing: the flesh of the fish is the main ingredient of their national dishes, while the skin is used in traditional crafts. In Khabarovsk Krai alone, this traditional practice has been an ancient art-form since time immemorial. At present, it is not only the economy that is on the decline, but the indigenous peoples’ cultural traditions and livelihoods are also at stake. Further, the growth of oncological diseases over the past ten years have claimed the lives of hundreds of indigenous peoples and there are still many affected by other serious diseases. The average life expectancy of indigenous peoples is 40 to 45 years, which is significantly less than the rest of the Russia population. The contamination of the Amur river leads to deterioration and causes irreversible consequences to indigenous peoples.
13. In 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, or Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. One of the major issues was for Governments to rethink economic development and find ways to halt the destruction of irreplaceable natural resources and pollution of the planet. Agenda 21, established at the 1992 Earth Summit is the blueprint for sustainability in the 21st century. Agenda 21 provides a framework for tackling today’s social and environmental problems, including air pollution (air quality, acid rain, global warming and ozone depletion), deforestation, biodiversity loss, health, overpopulation, poverty, energy consumption, waste production and transport issues.

14. At its sixth session in May 2007, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues made the following recommendations:

The Permanent Forum recognizes that that past and present generations of indigenous peoples have been disproportionately affected by international nuclear and power industries. The nuclear fuel chains have poisoned indigenous peoples and their lands and waters and threaten the existence of future generations and nuclear energy development and international agreements often violate indigenous peoples’ rights and endanger their cultures and physical and spiritual well-being.

15. There are a large number of United Nations international standards and policies that address adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products on the enjoyment of human rights. Some of these international standards and policies address toxic emissions or discharges to air, soil or water and represent a potential threat to human health and the environment. One such area that is of serious concern, is the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), which consists of industrial chemicals and pesticides that are highly toxic, persistent, bioaccumulative and move long distances in the environment.

16. The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) was adopted in 2001 in response to the urgent need for global action to protect human health and the environment. Human rights and POPs contamination intersect in several areas because of the threat POPs pose to human health. There is concern of the disproportionate impact of POPs on women’s health, both reproductive and non-reproductive health and also its impact on indigenous peoples. Some of the first evidence of the effects of POPs on humans, as well as the potential of POPs for long-range transport, was found among indigenous peoples in the Arctic (where POPs released into the environment tend to accumulate) who rely on traditional food sources. The right to access information, including information about the release of toxic substances, is an important human rights issue for indigenous peoples. The concern is the lack of monitoring of POPs and the uncertainty whether current indigenous peoples’ traditional food supplies, especially fish, are contaminated.

17. In his various reports, the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on the adverse effects of the illicit movement and dumping of toxic and dangerous products on the enjoyment of human rights, stated that toxic wastes and products tend to be illicitly moved to, and dumped in developing countries or in regions where the population is poor, needy or the victim of discrimination and the most vulnerable groups including indigenous peoples are the worst affected. The Special Rapporteur has also pointed out that discrimination on grounds of race or social, ethnic, political or cultural affiliation is aggravated by “environmental” discrimination, since the wastes are buried in developing countries and in zones inhabited by the needy, migrants, indigenous peoples or racial, religious, linguistic or other minorities. Moreover, these people are excluded from the decision-making and environmental-monitoring processes. Further, they are generally unable to afford medical care or to sue or seek any other form of administrative or legal remedy.

18. In 2006 a new organization was established in the Russian Federation, which incorporates 126 representatives of the public organizations. The organ (Public Chamber of Russian Federation) was created to secure the co-ordination of the publicly significant interests of the institutions of the civil society and of the governmental bodies, to find solutions for the most important problems of the economic and social development, to defend rights and freedoms of the citizens of the Russian Federation. As part of its activity, the Public Chamber of Russian Federation gives special attention to the Ecology and the right of indigenous peoples to enjoy their environment. In this regard, it recognizes the importance of gaining international experience in this field in order so that it can be applied to its work in the Russian Federation.

Objectives and Outcomes of the Meeting

19. The Expert Group Meeting is intended to:

· Promote an opportunity to exchange information of the adverse effects of wide ranging toxic, dangerous products and wastes that impact on the well-being of indigenous peoples’ spiritual, cultural, and physical well-being, their food sources and lands; 

· Identify types of environmental discrimination and the forms that it takes;

· Consider how indigenous peoples might seek administrative or legal remedies in regards to the effects of toxic, dangerous products and wastes as well as natural; and man made disasters under existing international standards;
· Draw attention to the deterioration of the environment which may also be detrimental to indigenous peoples and their economic activities;
· Identify international institutions that may have an interest in addressing the problem of contamination of the Amur river which flows along transnational borders and has a dramatic impact on the traditional lifestyle and health of indigenous peoples of the Khabarovsk Krai region;
· Highlight good practice models;

· Identify gaps and challenges and a possible way forward.
20. The overall objectives of the Expert Group Meeting are:

· To analyze enshrined rights within international standards and policies (e.g. the right to life, the right to the highest attainable standards of health, the right to adequate food, the right to information and participation) and how these could protect the rights of indigenous peoples’ and their lands;

· To analyze the impact of pollution on the environment and well-being of indigenous peoples associated with any one (or more) of the following: extractive industries, destruction of forests, construction of hydroelectric dams, roads and other infrastructure and tourism.

· To analyze the impact of, and current policies and practices, in regards to man-made disasters (global warming, nuclear testing, nuclear dumps and nuclear disasters) as well as natural disasters (earth-quakes, tsunamis and cyclones) and their impact on the environment and well-being of indigenous peoples;

· To analyze the impact of toxic and dangerous products released as result of hostilities and the impact of armed conflicts on the control of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, and how they violate the rights on indigenous peoples residing in these regions. 

· To elaborate recommendations on how to improve the well-being and safety of indigenous peoples and their environment that contributes to the realization of their human rights. This may also include:
(i) Strategies to investigate the impact of harmful substances on the biota and the traditional lifestyles of the indigenous peoples of the Amur river region, including the need for regular health checks;
(ii) Consider efficient measures that mitigate against the impact of dangerous substances on the environment and on the indigenous peoples; 
(iii) Seek the assistance of relevant UN agencies in finding solutions that may reduce the adverse consequences of contamination of the Amur river;
(iv) Develop possible guidelines for undertaking cultural, environmental and social impact assessment studies for indigenous peoples.
· The final report of the Expert Group Meeting will be to be submitted to the seventh session of the UNPFII (to be held in April 2008).

Participant Contributions:

21. The Expert Group Meeting seeks to draw on the expertise of indigenous peoples, United Nations Permanent Forum members, relevant United Nations agencies; national and local governments and indigenous peoples' organizations that are active within the field of environment and the effects of pollution.

22. Experts will be asked to prepare papers to present at the meeting on one or more of the following items:

· An analysis of some of the international standards and policies (e.g. the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
 and other international human rights standards and policies  such as  on the right to life, the right to the highest attainable standards of health, the right to adequate food, the right to information and participation) that could protect and provide the basis for redress and comprehensive solutions in instances where pollution has affected the well-being indigenous peoples’ and their lands;

· Provide case studies or examples of environmental damage as a result of development projects (mining, forestry)  and the effects these have on the well-being of indigenous peoples, their lands and their communities;
· Provide case studies or examples of man-made disasters such as (global warming, nuclear testing, nuclear dumps and nuclear disasters) which may also include natural disasters (earth-quakes, tsunamis and cyclones), and the effects these have on the well-being of indigenous peoples, their lands and their communities;
· An analysis of the impact of toxic and dangerous products released as result of hostilities and the impact of armed conflicts on the control of toxic and dangerous products and wastes, and how they affect the human rights and livelihoods of indigenous peoples residing in these regions.

· Provide case studies and good examples where indigenous peoples are involved in environmental impact studies, monitoring of POPs and development projects and in the cleaning of waste sites and environmentally polluted regions.
· Provide case studies or examples of transborder contamination of the Amur river and its effect on indigenous peoples in the region as well as related issues such as preserving biodiversity; contamination of water objects and air and its impact on the traditional lifestyle of indigenous peoples; impact of the construction of hydroelectric dams, impacts of mining on indigenous peoples; impact of global changes in the river’s ecosystems and protection measures. 
23. Experts are requested to submit their papers (8 pages maximum) in English or Russian to the organizers by 1st February 2007 so that the papers can be translated. Experts will also be informed in due course of the Program of Work for the Expert Group Meeting and the appropriate time for you to present your paper during the meeting.

Working Language:

24. The working language of the Expert Group Meeting will be English and Russian.

Administrative and Practical Arrangements:

25. The administrative arrangements for this Expert Group Meeting will be undertaken by the Government of Khabarovsk Krai in cooperation with the Association of Indigenous Peoples of the Russian North, Siberia and the Far East (RAIPON),  Public Chamber of Russian Federation and the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.
26. All travel and subsistence expenses including accommodation will be covered for those expert participants who have been invited by the organizers. 

Contact Information:

27. Ms. Sonia Smallacombe, Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Division of Social Policy and Development, Department of Economic and Social Affairs

United Nations, New York, NY 10017 (Telephone number 1 917 367-5066, Fax No: 1 917 367-5102) email: smallacombe@un.org
28. Ms. Galina Volkova, Expert on Indigenous Issues, Government of Khabarovsk Region, Russian Federation (tel. +07-4212-31-66-63) email: gmvolkova@adm.khv.ru
29. Mr. Anatoly Mikhailov, RAIPON Coordinator to Khabarovsk region, Russian Federation email: raipon@raipon.org
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� For Special Rapporteur’s reports go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/environment/waste/" ��http://www.ohchr.org/english/issues/environment/waste/�





� As adopted by the Human Rights Council on 29 June 2006.
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