CONCEPT NOTE FOR JOINT IOM/SPFII EXPERT ROUNDTABLE ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND MIGRATION
A.
Background
In recent years, international attention to the link between migration and development has grown, reflecting an increasing recognition of the far-reaching development implications of migrant flows for both home and host communities.  The membership of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) has taken up the topic of Migration and Development at various meetings and workshops, including a special panel on the topic held during the 2005 session of IOM’s governing body and a workshop on Mainstreaming Migration into Development Policy Agendas held in February 2005.  The Global Commission on International Migration (GCIM) also reiterated the importance of integrating migration into national, regional and global strategies for economic growth in its report released October 2005 (GCIM, 2005).  In addition, the Compendium of Recommendations on International Migration and Development: the United Nations Development Agenda and the Global Commission for International Migration Compared, released by the United Nations in February 2006, clearly indicates that while States thus far have made a number of commitments and recommendations related to international migration,, there are a number of areas where much work still remains to be done. 

While the migration and development nexus has not been exhaustively explored, examination of the nexus between migration and indigenous peoples has received even less attention.  Yet indigenous peoples form a significant population in a number of countries, and their characteristics and needs are often different from those of other groups.  Further, indigenous people, especially women, are among the most vulnerable in any population, and migration can increase this vulnerability, for example due to difficulties integrating into destination communities or by causing changes in valued traditional institutional structures in communities of origin.   In addition, when indigenous territories become the destination of migrants, who are often in search of land and other pristine resources, the impact on indigenous communities can be significant.

Efforts to address migration and development issues among indigenous peoples are constrained by several factors, including the lack of properly disaggregated data, absence of a framework for addressing migration and development issues in this population, and a limited cadre of specialists and agencies committed to this area of work.

Recognising the particular issues of indigenous peoples with respect to migration, the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) adopted a special recommendation at its third session in 2004
, noting that:

Given the large number of indigenous migrants within and beyond national borders and the particular vulnerability of indigenous women migrants, as well as the lack of adequate data and attention to their problems, the Forum recommends launching a new initiative involving various stakeholders, including the Inter-Agency Support Group, the United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and the International Organization for Migration (IOM), in order to face this urgency. The Forum recommends, as a first step, the convening of a workshop on the theme “Migration of indigenous women” in order to highlight the urgency and scale of the issue, including the alarming trend of trafficking indigenous women within and across national borders, and the development of recommendations and guidelines for addressing the problems faced by indigenous migrant women. Participants to the workshop should be a selected number of members of the Forum, relevant United Nations departments, agencies, funds and programmes, and experts from indigenous organizations, NGOs, intergovernmental organizations, Governments and academia. The objectives of the workshop should be:

(a) To underscore the urgency and scale of the issue;

(b) To highlight and address the lack of reliable data on the issue and to promote the systematic collection of data (of both quantitative and qualitative nature) by relevant United Nations and other intergovernmental entities, Governments, NGOs, indigenous organizations, and academia;

(c) To review and analyse existing data;

(d) To provide a report, including recommendations, to the Forum.

B. 
Purpose of Workshop

The proposed joint IOM/UNPFII Expert Roundtable will highlight some of the key issues relating to indigenous peoples and migration, identify key attributes of indigenous peoples that necessitate a specific consideration of this group, and place these issues within a framework to stimulate discussion. The discussions will center around 4 main areas:

I. Indigenous peoples as voluntary migrants - - (consequences for men, women, youth, children)

  
Address factors that determine/govern the voluntary migration of indigenous peoples and highlight the unique issues, problems and benefits.  Address in particular issues related to the integration of indigenous migrants in destination communities. 

II. Indigenous peoples as forced migrants and displaced peoples - - (consequences for men, women, youth, children)

Address factors that determine/govern the involuntary migration and displacement of indigenous peoples, and highlight the consequences of such migration. 

III. Impact of migration of indigenous peoples on indigenous communities

Address the impact on indigenous home communities of the emigration of their members, including effects on the household, social organization, poverty, survival of indigenous cultures, etc.
IV.
Impact of migration of non-indigenous populations on indigenous communities

Address the consequences of migration of non-indigenous populations into, or near, indigenous communities.  In particular, examine the social, economic and cultural effects of temporary migrant labour flows associated with business development, especially exploration of petroleum, natural gas, agriculture, water resources and logging and other economic ventures.

The expert roundtable will seek to achieve three primary goals:


Identify the issues and responses to challenges – The roundtable will attempt to map out the primary issues relating to the links between indigenous peoples and migration, examining both positive and negative effects of these links, and to identify possible responses to challenges identified.


Examine agency involvement – The roundtable will examine the extent to which agencies are involved (or interested in becoming involved) in indigenous issues that have actual or potential links to migration issues, and/or migration issues that have actual or potential links to indigenous issues.


Avenues for cooperation – The roundtable will explore possible avenues for future cooperation between and among agencies and indigenous groups on the topic of indigenous peoples and migration.

C.
Participants 


Participants will include indigenous experts, substantive experts, and representatives of international organizations and agencies, drawn from the Inter Agency support group on Indigenous Issues (IASG).

D.
Structure of the roundtable

The roundtable will take place over two days, with each day consisting of two three-hour sessions. Participants will make short presentations at the beginning of each session to introduce and stimulate the discussion.  This will be followed a Q&A session and discussion.
E.
Location and Date

The meeting is being held with the kind collaboration and assistance of the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) at its Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland on April 6-7, 2006. 

For further information, please contact: Ms. Patience Stephens (stephensp@un.org)

 Tel. 212-963-8390.
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