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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Division for Social Policy and Development

Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

INTERNATIONAL EXPERT GROUP MEETING ON THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY’S INTERNATIONAL REGIME ON ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ HUMAN RIGHTS 

17 – 19 January 2007, New York

 Draft Agenda

1. Opening of the Workshop by the Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development, Mr. Kwame Sundaram Jomo

2. Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur
3. International Standards and policies on agreement-making with reference to indigenous peoples. 
· Analysis of International standards and recommendations concerning the rights of indigenous peoples (Convention on Biological Diversity, Human Rights Committee, Commission on Human Rights, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, ILO and others) relevant to the development of an international regime on access and benefit sharing;
· Analysis of private sector companies and donor policies on Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) arrangements with special reference to indigenous peoples;

· Analysis of how the goals and needs of indigenous peoples in ABS arrangements differ from the needs and goals of other interested holders, especially in the CDB processes? 
4. Areas in which indigenous peoples’ participation is relevant to any ABS arrangements.

· Analysis of mechanisms for representation and effective participation in regards to gender, youth, elders and other knowledge holders;

· Analysis of indigenous peoples’ perspectives in regards to targets and indicators used in ABS processes as well as budgetary concerns that affect indigenous peoples’ participation;

· Analysis of effective participation of indigenous peoples in implementing, monitoring and evaluating ABS plans with particular reference to the CDB processes;

· Suggestions on how to bridge the gap between the theories of ABS arrangements and actual tools and practices needed to strengthen or build the effective participation of indigenous peoples in the negotiation processes of the CDB?

5.
Factors that enable or obstruct indigenous peoples’ participation in the CDB processes.

· effective participation in decision-making at the national level;

· public access to information on ABS agreement- making;

· accountability and integrity in decision-making and implementation of policies at the international and national levels in regards to the CDB process.

· access to the legal and judicial systems to formulate and negotiate ABS arrangements;

· obstacles, including lack of relevant statistics, lack of information and lack of understanding of technical and legal language of ABS arrangements;

· the role of the private sector in policy, legislation reforms and in defining ABS regimes and how this affects indigenous peoples;

· Focus on the persistent barriers that block indigenous peoples’ effective participation in the CDB process.

· What is the role of the donor community and the private sector in enhancing or weakening indigenous peoples’ participation in the CDB process?

6.
Good examples of indigenous participation in negotiating ABS processes in other arenas.

· Within the UN system and other intergovernmental organizations;

· Highlight and provide case studies of partnerships that currently exist between Governments, private sector companies, donor agencies and indigenous peoples in national, regional or local ABS agreements;

· Provide examples of the impact of equal participation of indigenous women, men, youth, elders and other knowledge holders in the ABS processes in achieving the goal of sustainable development.

7. Conclusion and Recommendations.
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