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INTRODUCTION
The Government of Canada is very pleased to participate in this Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues Expert Group meeting on the Convention on Biological Diversity’s international regime on access and benefit-sharing and indigenous peoples’ rights.

Canada is committed to achieving the three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity (“Convention”): the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.  

ACCESS AND BENEFIT SHARING AND ARTICLE 8(j)

A framework for the implementation of the third objective of the Convention in respect of access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing is provided in Article 15 of the Convention. In addition, Article 8(j) encourages the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the utilization of knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 

Canada is supportive of the negotiation and elaboration, within the framework of the Convention, of an international regime to promote the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.  However, given the vastly different circumstances of indigenous and local communities throughout the world, it is Canada’s view that domestic implementation of Articles 15 and 8(j) cannot be uniform or result in a “one-size-fits-all” regime of access and benefit-sharing. In fact, this is recognized in Articles 15 and 8(j) themselves in that both Articles are “subject to national legislation.”  

Canada is committed to implementing a regime of access and benefit sharing at the domestic level that is consistent with the Convention and the Bonn Guidelines and that is respectful of the jurisdiction of provinces and territories and the special relationship of the aboriginal peoples of Canada to the lands and natural resources that are situated in Canada.  

WORKING TOGETHER 

As Canada noted in its third national report, Canada’s political and geographic complexity is critical to understanding our approach towards implementation. For Canada, the challenges related to domestic implementation of an access and benefit sharing regime is increased by the fact that responsibility is shared by more than one level of government.

In Canada, responsibility for the environment and biodiversity is shared by the federal government, ten provincial governments, three territorial governments, and local governments.  Aboriginal peoples also have a great interest in the environment and biodiversity, and in some instances aboriginal governments exercise jurisdiction or authority over aspects of these matters pursuant to comprehensive claim or self-government agreements. 

ABORIGINAL PARTICIPATION
Canada has a long history of involving aboriginal peoples in environmental and biodiversity issues, both domestically and internationally.  Canada recognizes the contribution that aboriginal peoples can make toward implementing the three objectives of the Convention and is active in opening and maintaining channels of communication with them.

For example, in 2005, Canada sponsored a domestic workshop on access and benefit-sharing and associated traditional knowledge that took place in Whitehorse, Yukon. The main objective of the workshop was to raise awareness about access and benefit sharing and associated traditional knowledge and to solicit the views of aboriginal communities and policy-makers about these subjects.

Canada has actively sought the views and participation of aboriginal peoples on an ongoing basis.  With respect to international access and benefit sharing negotiations, this has been, and continues to be, carried out through direct engagement with national aboriginal organizations, and through inviting and supporting aboriginal participation on Canadian delegations and through supporting independent aboriginal participation at Convention and Convention-related meetings. This support has included capacity-building initiatives prior to and after Convention and Convention-related meetings. 

Canada encourages other Parties to the Convention to adopt similar engagement models for ensuring that indigenous and local communities are more fully involved in decisions that may directly affect their interests and ways of life.  It has been Canada’s experience that engagement, capacity building and aboriginal participation on Canadian delegations has resulted in constructive and respectful dialogue and progress towards an access and benefit sharing regime that will be acceptable to all Canadians.

At the Eighth Conference of the Parties, Canada worked hard to effect a decision taken to support collaboration between the Working Group on 8(j) and the Working Group on Access and Benefit Sharing.  In that decision, the Eighth Conference of the Parties invited States Parties to increase the participation of representatives of indigenous and local communities on official government delegations.  It also invited chairpersons of both working groups to facilitate the effective participation of representatives of indigenous and local communities and to consult them, as appropriate, on issues related to traditional knowledge, innovations and practices and associated genetic resources, in accordance with the Rules of Procedure.  
In conclusion, we would like to express our support for the work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  Canada looks forward to the report of this Expert Group meeting, particularly with respect to ideas and recommendations on the engagement of indigenous and local communities in the ongoing work towards the negotiation and elaboration of an international regime on access and benefit sharing at all levels – global, regional, national and local.  

We encourage other States and indigenous peoples to share their best participation practices in the hope that we will all learn from each other 

Thank you.
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