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This workshop has been organized in accordance with the recommendation of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at its Fifth Session and as decided by the Economic and Social Council at its December session (decision 2006/268).
It states: 

“The UNPFII recommends a three-day international expert group meeting on the Convention on Biological Diversity international regime on access and benefit-sharing and indigenous peoples’ rights with the participation of representatives from the United Nations system, and five members of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, and invites other interested intergovernmental organizations, experts from indigenous organizations, and interested Member States to participate as well, and requests that the results of the meeting be reported to the Permanent Forum at its sixth session in May 2007”.

A. OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP

The Expert Group Meeting is intended to:

· Promote an opportunity to evaluate current negotiation and agreement-making practices in terms of effective participation of indigenous peoples and their ability to produce outcomes which adequately take into account indigenous peoples’ concerns and rights;

· Promote an opportunity to exchange information of ABS processes currently operating in various regions that take into account the rights of indigenous peoples;

· Promote an opportunity to formulate benchmarks for agreement-making and;

· Highlight good practice models;

· Identify gaps and challenges and a possible way forward.

B. PROPOSED THEMES FOR DISCUSSION  

Four major themes of discussion are proposed as follows:
Theme 1: International Standards and policies on agreement-making with reference to indigenous peoples. 

Theme 2: Areas in which indigenous peoples’ participation is relevant to any ABS arrangements.

Theme 3: Factors that enable or obstruct indigenous peoples’ participation in the CDB processes.

Theme 4: Good examples of indigenous participation in negotiating ABS processes in other arenas.
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