One Day Today’s Youth Will Be the Elders

By Maehki-kaysic El-Issa Washinawatok

Leadership is important for Native youths. Fortunately I have been around a lot of people, being in an urban area and not on a reservation. I have spent most of my time with my mother, Ingrid Washinawatok El-Issa
, travelling around the country and parts of the world where she would speak about different issues that were affecting Native peoples. I learned a lot being with my mom and dad. Even though they came from different backgrounds their situations were very similar, because of Native Americans being colonized by Europe and Palestinians having their land taken over by Israel. A lot of culture can be lost and has been lost by these colonisations. Our link to our culture and tradition is our elders. They are very important people for the future because there is so much knowledge they can pass down and there is so much you can learn. It is important for the youth to receive this knowledge and to continue our culture, because that is who we are. And having this knowledge will help us to be who we are supposed to be. We have to realize that our elders will not be here forever, and responsibility must be taken because one day today’s youth will be the elders and we will have to teach our culture to the future youth. 

This is the responsibility of elders, to teach the youth and give them knowledge and pass down the culture, and it is the responsibility of the native youth to take this knowledge and learn it and continue the cycle 400 to 500 years. Thank you

� Maehki-kaysic El-Issa Washinawatok, son of Ingrid Washinawatok and Ali El-Issa. 


Ingrid Washinawatok El Issa was murdered by FARC paramilitaries in 1999, while working with the indigenous peoples of Columbia, the U’Wa. 


� Maehki-kaysic gave this speech for the Exhibition Opening at the UN Headquarters in New York during the Second Session for the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, May 12 – 23, 2003. 








