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Thank you Madame Chair for giving us the opportunity to speak on this Agenda Item.

Marine and coastal biodiversity is a very important concern for indigenous peoples and  for the Permanent Forum. There is a substantial number of indigenous peoples who are engaged in  traditional livelihoods in marine and coastal ecosystems. We, are therefore, pleased that Paragraph 21 in the Draft Decision refers to the need to ensure full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in accordance with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
There needs to be more studies on how the efforts to establish Marine Protected Areas has involved the participation of indigenous peoples who are dependent on marine and coastal biodiversity. Much more work has been done on protected areas in forests but not in marine and coastal Areas. In the Philippines, where I come from, there is an experience where the Tagbanua, indigenous peoples in Palawan, delineated their ancestral waters and they are now in leading the processes of conserving and using sustainably their marine resources. The government recognized their ownership of these ancestral waters.
We support the call for a moratorium on ocean fertilization . We heard the statement of the US that such a moratorium may block scientific studies. However, we have seen how scientific experiments are done but some of these cannot be contained and therefore created impacts which became irreversible. 
In the Philippines we have experienced for many years the phenomenon called “red tide” which is  the proliferation of planktons because of the pollution of the seas.  This has made clams toxic for human consumption. Ocean fertilization aims to increase planktons which are supposed to absorb carbons and we are very concerned on how this will reduce marine biodiversity. We thank  IUCN for its earlier statement that the impact of ocean fertilization is insignificant for carbon sequestration and therefore call for a ban on this.
Bioprospecting in the high seas also come into the picture as there are now reports that some corporations are patenting the microbes which are taken from the high seas. We call on the Working Group on Access and  Benefit Sharing to include in its coverage the issue of  bioprospecting  in the high seas and the AHTEG on Marine and Coastal Biodiversity should give advice to them.
Thank you Madame Chair.  
