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Madame Chairperson,

Distinguished delegates,

I am privileged to be here today on behalf of the Chairperson of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, to articulate the concerns and aspirations of Indigenous women and girls.  The Permanent Forum also notes with pleasure the participation of the Chairperson of the CSW at the previous two sessions of the Forum and looks forward to strengthening further its cooperation with the Commission. 

 Madame Chair,

The first part of my remarks is directly linked to the priority theme of this year’s session of the Commission, namely “the elimination of discrimination and violence against the girl child. Despite many achievements, poverty among the world’s more than 370 million indigenous peoples is serious and critical, their rights have been massively violated, they have been displaced by wars and environmental disasters, chased out of their ancestral lands and deprived of resources of survival, physical and cultural - and within the indigenous communities, it is women who continue to be the most vulnerable..

 Furthermore, in this context the girl child is the most vulnerable of all and, in terms of public policies, laws, programmes and budgets, the most invisible. Millions of indigenous girls continue to face multiple forms of discrimination in the areas of education, health and in terms of lack of economic opportunity. In the area of education, of special concern are the high drop out rates and illiteracy often due to violence in the classroom, the community and other areas of the public sphere as well as in the family.

At its third session in 2004, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues recognized the unique contributions made by indigenous women within their families, communities and nations and at the international level. At the same time, the Forum expressed concern about the multiple forms of discrimination experienced by indigenous women, especially girls, based on gender and race/ethnicity, and the complex problems stemming from this discrimination. It pointed out that globalization presents new challenges and problems for indigenous women in many parts of the world. Indigenous women’s roles have eroded due to the compounding factors of loss of natural resources and depletion of the ecosystems, their transformation into cash economies, changes in local, social and decision-making structures, and their lack of political status within States. Indigenous women, while sharing many of the concerns in the areas of poverty, human rights, and economic and social development with other women throughout the world, also offer a distinct and important perspective on these issues. 
In its recommendations regarding indigenous women and girls, the Permanent Forum has focused in particular on the areas of health and education.  

It has called on the UN system, especially WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA, as well as regional health organizations and Governments, to fully incorporate a cultural perspective into health policies, programmes and reproductive health services aimed at providing indigenous women with quality health care, including emergency obstetric care, voluntary family planning and skilled attendance at birth. 

Regarding education, the Forum has called on Governments to take into account indigenous peoples´ specific situations, formulating policies and programmes to safeguard indigenous peoples’ equal rights to education, and adopt positive measures to address indigenous education issues, in order to achieve equitable educational outcomes for indigenous peoples, especially indigenous women and girls.

The Forum has also recommended that appropriate UN organizations, including the UN Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and UNICEF, as well as States take immediate action to review and monitor the situation of indigenous women and provide comprehensive reports on violence against indigenous women and girls.

Madame Chairperson,

Therefore, in order to address the urgent problems of violence and discrimination faced by indigenous girls, four types of action are needed:

One, to urgently focus on the collection of disaggregated data in order to reveal the extent of the problems of violence and other discrimination faced by indigenous girls.

Two, the human rights of the indigenous girl child must be addressed by concrete specific public programmes;

Three, specific resources must be allocated to address the situation of indigenous girls; and 

Four, governments and intergovernmental actors, indigenous peoples organizations and others concerned need to pursue awareness-raising about the situation of indigenous girls.

Madame Chair,

Distinguished delegates,

I would conclude my statement by recalling that at its 49th session in 2005, this distinguished Commission adopted resolution 49/7 entitled “Indigenous women beyond the ten-year review of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action”. This was the first ever resolution on indigenous women at the CSW and it recommended that “Governments, intergovernmental agencies, the private sector and civil society adopt measures that ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous women in the implementation, follow-up work and monitoring of the Beijing Platform of Action and the Millennium Development Goals”. Consequently, last year at its fifth session the Permanent Forum recommended that the Commission on the Status of Women inform the Forum on the status of the implementation of this resolution. The Permanent Forum hopes for to the continued interest of the CSW in indigenous women and girls and is looking forward to the Commission’s response to the Forum’s recommendation, as the Commission is strengthening its monitoring work.

Thank you, Madame Chair.

