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 (19 October 2009)
Mr. Chairman,

Members of the Bureau,
Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I wish to take advantage of the opportunity afforded by the consideration of the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation in human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people, to officially inform member states and representatives of the indigenous community today, of the decision by the Government of the Independent State of Samoa to formally endorse the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which was adopted by the General Assembly on 13 September 2007.
To underscore the significance of the decision, the formal support for the Declaration by my government is being conveyed simultaneously today as I speak, to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva, and the Chairperson of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the UN Office of Legal Affairs respectively here in New York. 
Mr. Chairman,

In the two years since the Declaration was adopted by the General Assembly, important advances have been made around the world to progress the realization of indigenous people’s rights. Even within our own region, much positive change in the positions and attitudes of some states towards the Declaration had taken place. And this is generally true of other regions as well. 
While these are commendable gains that need to be acknowledged, many challenges still remain, and much more collaborative partnerships by all stakeholders with a genuine interest in the overall welfare of the indigenous people need to be done and the Declaration implemented if the real benefits envisioned in the instrument are to be fully realized and enjoyed by the indigenous people worldwide.
Mr. Chairman,

Samoa, as members will recall, abstained on the vote on the UN Declaration. There were legitimate and compelling reasons for doing so.  However, the intervening period has allowed us to reflect deeper on the Declaration and given the progressive developments worldwide and the gradual but steady acceptance of the Declaration as a helpful complement to existing universal human rights protection instruments, and as a crucial and comprehensive framework to advance the human rights of the indigenous peoples, it was inevitable that Samoa’s support for the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples was only a matter of months or a year away.
Mr. Chairman,

That has time has finally come. As already prefaced in my opening remarks, I am happy to be the bearer of the news about my government’s decision to join the global community in supporting the Declaration which in itself is a re-affirmation of Samoa’s commitments to human rights at both the domestic and international levels.

Thank you.   
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