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Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to acknowledge traditional owners of this land. It is good to be in your country and I salute you.  The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues is particularly pleased that UNIFEM, the Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Geografía e Informática (National Institute of Statistic, Geography and Informatics) and the Instituto Nacional de las Mujeres (Women National Institute) are able to include indigenous women in this international meeting on gender statistics and I would like to thank you for inviting the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
With deep concern I can affirm that indigenous peoples are too often invisible in statistic data and that indigenous women still suffer from multiple discrimination, both as women and as indigenous individuals. It is encouraging to see how these two mayor issues acknowledged by the Forum are faced during this meeting. 
In this presentation, I will firstly introduce the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and then I will present some recommendations adopted by the Forum at its third and fourth session linking indigenous women and data collection and disaggregation. 

UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

The Permanent Forum is a new body in the UN system and has unique features. It is an advisory body to the Economic and Social Council with a mandate to discuss indigenous issues related to economic and social development, culture, the environment, education, health and human rights. The Permanent Forum provides expert advice and recommendations on indigenous issues to the Council, as well as to programmes, funds and agencies of the United Nations; raises awareness and promotes the integration and coordination of activities related to indigenous issues within the UN system; prepares and disseminates information on indigenous issues. 

The Permanent Forum is composed of sixteen experts. Eight of the sixteen members are nominated by governments and eight are nominated by indigenous organizations. The selection process is based on principles of fair representation, the diversity and geographical distribution of indigenous peoples, transparency, and equal opportunity for all indigenous peoples. The members serve in their personal capacities as independent experts on indigenous issues. They are appointed for a period of three years with the possibility of re-election or reappointment for another 3-year period. Decisions are made by consensus of the members. 

Every year some 1200 participants attend the Forum, showing the vitality and engagement of its constituencies, indigenous peoples, the UN system, Governments and the media.  The Forum’s lively meetings were complemented by some side events demonstrating that the sessions are a noedal point of catalytic actions and contacts at all levels regarding indigenous issues, with ripple effects throughout the year and beyond.

At its four sessions, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has identified as a major methodological challenge inadequate data collection and disaggregation concerning indigenous peoples. Besides, the third session was devoted to indigenous women where the lack of or the inadequate disaggregated data was underlined. 

Data Collection and Disaggregation 

An International Expert Workshop on Data Collection and Disaggregation for Indigenous Peoples
 was convened in 2004, where it was concluded that data collection and disaggregation concerning indigenous peoples pose unique challenges in terms both of developing data for global comparative purposes and of developing data that was useful at a microlevel for indigenous peoples.

The Forum recognizes that segregated data provide a key tool for the planning and execution of programmes and projects and the monitoring and evaluation of the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals for indigenous peoples.
At its fourth session, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues recommended that in all relevant data collection processes, Member States and UN agencies assure and support the full participation of indigenous peoples as equal partners in all stages of data collection, including planning, implementation, analysis and dissemination, access and return. Data collection must respond to the priorities and aims of the indigenous communities themselves. Questions on indigenous identity with full respect for the principle of self-identification should be included. It is important to develop multiple criteria by which to accurately capture identity and socio-economic conditions with the active and meaningful participation of local indigenous peoples.

The Permanent Forum also recommended to promote and support the utilization of local indigenous languages and, where no written language exists, employ local indigenous people (as translators/interpreters as well as advisers) to assist in the collection process.
This year a new hope is open for indigenous peoples: the Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People was proclaimed by the General Assembly
.  According to the resolution, the goal of the Second Decade “shall be the further strengthening of international cooperation for the solution of problems faced by indigenous people by means of action-oriented programmes and specific projects, increased technical assistance and relevant standard-setting activities.” To achieve this goal all relevant actors are urged to support and implement collection and disaggregation of data on indigenous peoples based on criteria relating to ethnicity, cultural and tribal affiliation and language. 

Data Collection and indigenous women

Knowing the multiple forms of discrimination experienced by indigenous women, based on gender and race/ethnicity, and the complex problems stemming from this discrimination such as loss of natural resources, exclusion from decision-making structures, and lack of political status, it is necessary that data disaggregated by ethnicity is also disaggregated by gender.
The Forum encourages all United Nations entities and governments to mainstream indigenous gender issues and to integrate the special needs and concerns of indigenous women into their programmes and policies and the first step that the Forum recommended to achieve this goal is to compile and integrate disaggregated data (both qualitative and quantitative in nature and take into account local and regional cultural/social/ economic differences) on indigenous women’s issues in their own annual reports.

Indigenous women, while sharing many of the concerns in the areas of poverty, human rights, and economic and social development with other women throughout the world, also offer a distinct and important perspective on these issues. The fact that “indigenous women” are not a homogeneous category but represent a wide variety of cultures with different needs and concerns, should be a central premise for the design of policies and programmes and for that it is indispensable to have disaggregated data. 
I’m happy to share with you that the United Nations Statistics Division in cooperation with the Permanent Forum reviewed national practices in data collection and dissemination in the areas of ethnicity, language and religion. The data on national and/or ethnic groups is available online at the Statistics Division website:http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dybcens.htm
In the website, you will find data on population by national and or ethnic group by sex and urban/rural residence for each national available census between 1985 and 2004. 71 countries or areas of a total of 76 have data disaggregated by sex.
Conclusions 

Statistical data generated through meaningful participatory processes, taking into account the principle of free, prior and informed consent, constitute a fundamental step for strengthening the capacity of governments and indigenous peoples to evaluate their situation, and design participatory solutions. 

I do hope the conclusions and recommendation of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues regarding data collection and disaggregation for indigenous peoples and especially for indigenous women will be taken into account in the future work of all relevant institution. Finally, I would like to suggest that UNIFEM, the Instituto Nacional de Estadística, Geografía e Informática (National Institute of Statistic, Geography and Informatics) and the Instituto Nacional de las Mujeres (Women National Institute) present the results of this interesting meeting in the next session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, in May 2006. 
Thank you
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