
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

Mayan Elders, at the UN, call for new era of harmony 
 

2012 seen as a major transition and opportunity to shift priorities 
 
UNITED NATIONS, 25 October 2012 – For the first time ever, the Mayan Elders of the K’iche’ 
Mayoral of Santo Tomas de Chichicastenango, Guatemala (Maya-Quiche Empire), have travelled to 
New York to share their message with the world.  
 
At United Nations Headquarters yesterday, the group led by Don Tomás Calvo, the highest moral 
authority of the Maya, delivered their ancestors’ message, calling for the end of 2012 to be the 
beginning of a new era of harmony, joy and peace. 
 
“To you – representatives of the peoples who share our planet daily – I bring the voice of my people 
on my way towards the end of a period of time we call Oxlajuj B'aqtun and before the opening of a 
new era which we enter with joy and harmony,” said Don Tomás Calvo, head of the Order of the 
Mayan Lords. 
 
Thousands of years ago, Mayan astronomers foresaw in 2012 a unique alignment of the cosmos which 
occurs only once every 64,000 years. The Maya identified this new cycle, to begin on 21 December, as 
a monumental transition and an opportunity to realign priorities based on the principles of love, 
gratitude, care and respect for both humanity and our environment. 
 
“For the Maya, ushering in a new cycle is a huge celebration,” said Don Tomás Calvo. 
 
To spread their message, the Mayan Elders are conducting a variety of blessings, ceremonies and 
presentations in New York City this week and next. Among them are events – open to the public – in 
Central Park on Saturday, 27 October, at Sanctuary NYC on Sunday, 28 October, and at NYU’s 
Centre for Academic and Spiritual Life on Monday, 29 October.  
 
Indigenous peoples’ unique relationship with the universe is at the centre of indigenous spirituality.  
The preservation of indigenous communities and of their cultural identity involves, therefore, the 
preservation of their worldviews, spirituality and belief systems. According to the Maya, all aspects of 
life are governed by the movement of the heavens.  
 



 

 

As stated by the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Article 31, 
indigenous peoples have the right to maintain, protect, and develop their cultural heritage, traditional 
knowledge and traditional cultural expressions. Passing this knowledge on to future generations is 
essential not only to preserve this invaluable knowledge, but also to preserve indigenous peoples’ 
cultures and identities.  
 
The Mayan Elders, by delivering their ancestors’ message, also pass on their heritage to be shared 
with the world.  
 
Media contact: United Nations Department of Public Information  
Ms. Martina Donlon, tel: +1 212 963 6816 or email: donlon@un.org  
 
For more information: 
UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: social.un.org/index/IndigenousPeoples.aspx 
Maya Now: www.mayanow.org 
 


